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or in response to a petition, the agency 
provides the manufacturer of the ex-
empted line with a copy of the petition, 
if any, a written statement of NHTSA’s 
reasons for commencing the pro-
ceeding, and an opportunity to present 
its written views. 

(g)(1) The agency terminates an ex-
emption if it determines that the 
antitheft device installed under the ex-
emption has not been as effective as 
parts-marking in reducing and deter-
ring motor vehicle theft. 

(2) Except as provided in paragraph 
(g)(3) of this section, a decision to ter-
minate an exemption under this sec-
tion takes effect on the later of the fol-
lowing dates: 

(i) The last day of the model year in 
which NHTSA issues the termination 
decision, or 

(ii) Six months after the manufac-
turer receives written notice of the ter-
mination. 

(3) If a manufacturer shows good 
cause why terminating its exemption 
effective on a date later than the one 
specified in paragraph (g)(2) of this sec-
tion is consistent with the public inter-
est and the purposes of the Act, the 
agency may set such later date. 

(h)(1) The agency modifies an exemp-
tion if it detemines, based on substan-
tial evidence, that the modified 
antitheft device described in the peti-
tion is likely to be as effective in re-
ducing and deterring motor vehicle 
theft as compliance with the parts- 
marking requirements of part 541. 

(2)(i) Except as provided in paragraph 
(h)(2)(ii) of this section, a decision to 
modify an exemption under this sec-
tion takes effect on the first day of the 
model year following the model year in 
which NHTSA issued the modification 
decision. 

(ii) If a manufacturer shows good 
cause why modifying its exemption ef-
fective on a date earlier than the one 
specified in paragraph (h)(2)(i) of this 
section is consistent with the public in-
terest and the purposes of the Act, the 
agency may set such earlier date. 

(i) [Reserved] 
(j) NHTSA publishes notice in the 

FEDERAL REGISTER of any agency deci-
sion terminating or modifying an ex-
emption, and notifies the affected man-
ufacturer in writing. 

PART 545—FEDERAL MOTOR VEHI-
CLE THEFT PREVENTION STAND-
ARD PHASE-IN AND SMALL-VOL-
UME LINE REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENTS 

Sec. 
545.1 Scope. 
545.2 Purpose. 
545.3 Applicability. 
545.4 Response to inquiries. 
545.5 Definitions. 
545.6 Reporting requirements for vehicles 

listed in § 541.3(a)(1). 
545.7 Reporting requirements for vehicles 

listed in § 541.3(b)(2). 
545.8 Records. 
545.9 Petition to extend period to file re-

port. 

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 322, 33101, 33102, 33103, 
33104, 33105; delegation of authority at 49 
CFR 1.50. 

SOURCE: 70 FR 28851, May 19, 2005, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 545.1 Scope. 
This part establishes requirements 

for manufacturers of motor vehicles to 
respond to NHTSA inquiries, to submit 
reports, and to maintain records re-
lated to the reports, concerning the 
number of vehicles that meet the re-
quirements of 49 CFR part 541, and the 
number of vehicles that are excluded 
from the requirements of 49 CFR part 
541 pursuant to 49 CFR 541.3(b)(2). 

[72 FR 46176, Aug. 17, 2007] 

§ 545.2 Purpose. 
The purpose of these requirements is 

to assist the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration in determining 
whether a manufacturer has complied 
with the requirements of 49 CFR 541.5. 

§ 545.3 Applicability. 
This subpart applies to manufactur-

ers of motor vehicles. 

§ 545.4 Response to inquiries. 
(a) At any time prior to August 31, 

2007, each manufacturer must, upon re-
quest from the Office of Vehicle Safety 
Compliance, provide information iden-
tifying the vehicles (by make, model, 
and vehicle identification number) that 
have been certified as complying with 
the requirements of 49 CFR part 541. 
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The manufacturers designation of a ve-
hicle as a certified vehicle is irrev-
ocable. 

(b) At any time prior to August 31, 
2007, each manufacturer must, upon re-
quest from the Office of Vehicle Safety 
Compliance, provide information iden-
tifying the vehicles (by make, model, 
and vehicle identification number) that 
are excluded from the requirements of 
49 CFR part 541 pursuant to 49 CFR 
541.3(b)(2). 

[70 FR 28851, May 19, 2005, as amended at 72 
FR 46176, Aug. 17, 2007] 

§ 545.5 Definitions. 
Production year means the 12-month 

period between September 1 of 2006 and 
August 31, 2007, inclusive. 

Small-volume line means a line with 
an annual production of not more than 
3,500 vehicles. 

§ 545.6 Reporting requirements for ve-
hicles listed in § 541.3(a)(1). 

(a) General reporting requirements. 
Within 60 days after the end of the pro-
duction year ending August 31, 2007, 
each manufacturer shall submit a re-
port to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration concerning its 
compliance with 49 CFR part 541 for ve-
hicles listed in § 541.3(a)(1) that were 
manufactured between September 1, 
2006 and August 31, 2007. Each report 
must— 

(1) Identify the manufacturer; 
(2) State the full name, title, and ad-

dress of the official responsible for pre-
paring the report; 

(3) Identify the production year being 
reported on; 

(4) Contain a statement regarding 
whether or not the manufacturer com-
plied with the requirements of 49 CFR 
part 541 for the period covered by the 
report, and the basis for that state-
ment; 

(5) Provide the information specified 
in paragraph (b) of this section; 

(6) Be written in the English lan-
guage; and 

(7) Be submitted to: Administrator, 
National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, Room, 400 7th Street, 
SW., Washington, DC 20590. 

(b) Report content—(1) Basis for State-
ment of Compliance. Each manufacturer 
shall provide the number of motor ve-

hicles listed in § 541.3(a)(1) that were 
manufactured between September 1, 
2006 and August 31, 2007 (excluding 
those motor vehicles that were subject 
to the requirements of 49 CFR part 541 
before September 1, 2006). 

(2) Production. Each manufacturer 
shall provide (1) the number of motor 
vehicles manufactured between Sep-
tember 1, 2006 and August 31, 2007 (ex-
cluding those motor vehicles that were 
subject to the requirements of 49 CFR 
part 541 before September 1, 2006), that 
meet the requirements of 49 CFR 541.5; 
and (2) the number of motor vehicles 
manufactured between September 1, 
2006 and August 31, 2007 (excluding 
those motor vehicles that were subject 
to the requirements of 49 CFR part 541 
before September 1, 2006), that are ex-
empt from 49 CFR part 541 pursuant to 
49 CFR part 543. 

(3) Statement regarding compliance. 
Each manufacturer must provide a 
statement regarding whether or not 
the manufacturer complied with 49 
CFR 541.5 requirements as applicable to 
the period covered by the report, and 
the basis for that statement. 

[70 FR 28851, May 19, 2005, as amended at 72 
FR 46176, Aug. 17, 2007] 

§ 545.7 Reporting requirements for ve-
hicles listed in § 541.3(b)(2). 

(a) General reporting requirements. 
Within 60 days after the end of the pro-
duction year ending August 31, 2007, 
each manufacturer must submit a re-
port to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration concerning 
small-volume lines that were manufac-
tured between September 1, 2006 and 
August 31, 2007. Each report must— 

(1) Identify the manufacturer; 
(2) State the full name, title, and ad-

dress of the official responsible for pre-
paring the report; 

(3) Identify the production year being 
reported on; 

(4) Provide the information specified 
in paragraph (b) of this section; 

(5) Be written in the English lan-
guage; and 

(6) Be submitted to: Administrator, 
National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, Room, 400 7th Street, 
SW., Washington, DC 20590. 

(b) Report content. Within 60 days 
after the end of the production year 
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ending August 31, 2007, each manufac-
turer shall provide: (1) The name of 
each small-volume line the manufac-
turer produces; (2) the number of motor 
vehicles in each small-volume line the 
manufacturer produced. 

[70 FR 28851, May 19, 2005, as amended at 72 
FR 46176, Aug. 17, 2007] 

§ 545.8 Records. 
Each manufacturer shall maintain 

records of the Vehicle Identification 
Number for each vehicle for which in-
formation is reported under 
§§ 545.6(b)(2) and 545.7(b)(2) until Decem-
ber 31, 2008. 

§ 545.9 Petition to extend period to file 
report. 

A manufacturer may petition for ex-
tension of time to submit a report 
under this part. A petition will be 
granted only if the petitioner shows 
good cause for the extension and if the 
extension is consistent with the public 
interest. The petition must be received 
not later than 15 days before expiration 
of the time stated in § 545.5(a). The fil-
ing of a petition does not automati-
cally extend the time for filing a re-
port. The petition must be submitted 
to: Administrator, National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, 400 7th 
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590. 

PART 551—PROCEDURAL RULES 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
551.1 Scope. 

Subpart B [Reserved] 

Subpart C—Submittals in Writing 

551.31 Form of communications. 
551.33 Address of communications. 
551.35 Subscription of communications. 
551.37 Language of communications. 

Subpart D—Service of Process on Foreign 
Manufacturers and Importers 

DESIGNATION OF AN AGENT FOR SERVICE OF 
PROCESS 

551.45 What is the purpose of this subpart? 
551.46 Who must comply with this subpart 

and when? 
551.47 Who may serve as an agent for a for-

eign manufacturer? 

551.48 May an official of a foreign manufac-
turer serve as its agent? 

551.49 May a foreign manufacturer replace 
its agent? 

551.50 May more than one foreign manufac-
turer designate the same person as 
agent? 

551.51 May an agent assign performance of 
its functions to another individual or en-
tity? 

551.52 How long will a foreign manufactur-
er’s designation of agent remain in ef-
fect? 

FORM AND CONTENTS OF DESIGNATION 

551.53 What is the required format for a des-
ignation? 

551.54 What are the required contents for a 
designation? 

551.55 What information must a Designation 
by Foreign Manufacturer contain? 

551.56 What information must an Accept-
ance by Agent contain? 

551.57 Who may sign the Designation by 
Foreign Manufacturer? 

551.58 Who may sign the Acceptance by 
Agent? 

551.59 May the same individual sign both 
the Designation by Foreign Manufac-
turer and Acceptance by Agent? 

551.60 When must the Designation by For-
eign Manufacturer be signed? 

551.61 When must the Acceptance by Agent 
be signed? 

551.62 Where should a foreign manufacturer 
mail the designation? 

551.63 May a foreign manufacturer submit a 
designation by email or facsimile? 

551.64 What if designation documents sub-
mitted by a foreign manufacturer do not 
comply with this subpart? 

551.65 What if a foreign manufacturer 
changes its name, address or product 
names or marks? 

METHOD OF SERVICE OF PROCESS 

551.66 What is the legal effect of service of 
process on an agent? 

551.67 Where and how may an agent be 
served? 

551.68 What if an agent cannot be served? 

AUTHORITY: Secs. 110(e), 119, 80 Stat. 719, 
728 (15 U.S.C. 1399, 1407); 23 U.S.C. 315, 401–404; 
delegation of authority, 31 FR 13952, 32 FR 
5606. 

SOURCE: 33 FR 19700, Dec. 25, 1968, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 35 FR 5118, 
Mar. 26, 1970. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 551.1 Scope. 
This part contains rules of procedure 

generally applicable to the transaction 
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