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as the sponsor requests an FFGA un-
less the project sponsor requests to be 
covered by this part prior to an FFGA. 

§ 611.105 Definitions. 
The definitions established by Titles 

12 and 49 of the United States Code, the 
Council on Environmental Quality’s 
regulation at 40 CFR parts 1500–1508, 
and FHWA–FTA regulations at 23 CFR 
parts 450 and 771 are applicable. In ad-
dition, the following definitions apply: 

Corridor-based bus rapid transit project 
means a bus capital project where the 
project represents a substantial invest-
ment in a defined corridor as dem-
onstrated by features such as park-and- 
ride lots, transit stations, bus arrival 
and departure signage, intelligent 
transportation systems technology, 
traffic signal priority, off-board fare 
collection, advanced bus technology, 
and other features that support the 
long-term corridor investment. 

Current year means the most recent 
year for which data on the existing 
transit system and demographic data 
are available. 

Early system work agreement means a 
contract, pursuant to the requirements 
in 49 U.S.C. 5309(k)(3), that allows some 
construction work and other clearly 
defined elements of a project to pro-
ceed prior to execution of a full fund-
ing grant agreement (FFGA). It typi-
cally includes a limited scope of work 
that is less than the full project scope 
of work and specifies the amount of 
New Starts funds that will be provided 
for the defined scope of work included 
in the agreement. 

EGA means an expedited grant agree-
ment. 

Engineering is a phase of development 
for New Starts projects during which 
the scope of the proposed project is fi-
nalized; estimates of project cost, bene-
fits, and impacts are refined; project 
management plans and fleet manage-
ment plans are developed; and final 
construction plans (including final con-
struction management plans), detailed 
specifications, final construction cost 
estimates, and bid documents are pre-
pared. During engineering, project 
sponsors must obtain commitments of 
all non-New Starts funding. 

ESWA means early system work 
agreement. 

Extension to fixed guideway means a 
project to extend an existing fixed 
guideway or planned fixed guideway. 

FFGA means a full funding grant 
agreement. 

Fixed guideway means a public trans-
portation facility that uses and occu-
pies a separate right-of-way or rail line 
for the exclusive use of public transpor-
tation and other high occupancy vehi-
cles, or uses a fixed catenary system 
and a right of way usable by other 
forms of transportation. This includes, 
but is not limited to, rapid rail, light 
rail, commuter rail, automated guide-
way transit, people movers, ferry boat 
service, and fixed-guideway facilities 
for buses (such as bus rapid transit) 
and other high occupancy vehicles. A 
new fixed guideway means a newly-con-
structed fixed guideway in a corridor 
or alignment where no such guideway 
exists. 

FTA means the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration. 

Full funding grant agreement means a 
contract that defines the scope of a 
New Starts project, the amount of New 
Starts funds that will be contributed, 
and other terms and conditions. 

Horizon year means a year roughly 10 
years or 20 years in the future, at the 
option of the project sponsor. Horizon 
years are based on available socio-
economic forecasts from metropolitan 
planning organizations, which are gen-
erally prepared in five year increments 
such as for the years 2020, 2025, 2030, 
and 2035. 

Locally preferred alternative means an 
alternative evaluated through the local 
planning process, adopted as the de-
sired alternative by the appropriate 
State and/or local agencies and official 
boards through a public process and 
identified as the preferred alternative 
in the NEPA process. 

Long-range transportation plan means 
a financially constrained long-range 
plan, developed pursuant to 23 CFR 
Part 450, that includes sufficient finan-
cial information for demonstrating 
that projects can be implemented using 
committed, available, or reasonably 
available revenue sources, with reason-
able assurance that the Federally sup-
ported transportation system is being 
adequately operated and maintained. 
For metropolitan planning areas, this 
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would be the metropolitan transpor-
tation plan and for other areas, this 
would be the long-range statewide 
transportation plan. In areas classified 
by the Environmental Protection 
Agency as ‘‘nonattainment’’ or ‘‘main-
tenance’’ of air quality standards, the 
long-range transportation plan must 
have been found by DOT to be in con-
formity with the applicable State Im-
plementation Plan. 

Major capital transit investment means 
any project that involves the construc-
tion of a new fixed guideway, extension 
of an existing fixed guideway, or a cor-
ridor-based bus rapid transit system 
for use by public transit vehicles. 

NEPA process means those procedures 
necessary to meet the requirements of 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (NEPA), as amended, at 23 CFR 
Part 771; the NEPA process is com-
pleted when the project receives a cat-
egorical exclusion, a Finding of No Sig-
nificant Impact (FONSI) or a Record of 
Decision (ROD). 

New Starts means a new fixed guide-
way project, or a project that is an ex-
tension to an existing fixed guideway, 
that has a total capital cost of 
$250,000,000 or more or for which the 
project sponsor is requesting $75,000,000 
or more in New Starts funding. 

New Starts funds mean funds granted 
by FTA for a New Starts project pursu-
ant to 49 U.S.C. 5309(d). 

No-build alternative means an alter-
native that includes only the current 
transportation system as well as the 
transportation investments committed 
in the Transportation Improvement 
Plan (TIP) (when the horizon year is 10 
years in the future) or the fiscally con-
strained long-range transportation 
plan (when the horizon year is 20 years 
in the future) required by 23 CFR Part 
450. 

Secretary means the Secretary of 
Transportation. 

Small Starts means a new fixed guide-
way project, a project that is an exten-
sion to an existing fixed guideway, or a 
corridor-based bus rapid transit system 
project, with a total capital cost of less 
than $250,000,000 and for which the 
project sponsor is requesting less than 
$75,000,000 in Small Starts funding. 

Small Starts funds mean funds granted 
by FTA for a Small Starts project pur-
suant to 49 U.S.C. 5309(h). 

Small Starts project development is a 
phase in the Small Starts process dur-
ing which the scope of the proposed 
project is finalized; estimates of 
project costs, benefits and impacts are 
refined; NEPA requirements are com-
pleted; project management plans and 
fleet management plans are further de-
veloped; and the project sponsors ob-
tains commitment of all non-Small 
Starts funding. It also includes (but is 
not limited to) the preparation of final 
construction plans (including construc-
tion management plans), detailed spec-
ifications, construction cost estimates, 
and bid documents. 

§ 611.107 Relation to the planning 
processes. 

All New Starts and Small Starts 
projects proposed for funding assist-
ance under this part must emerge from 
the metropolitan and Statewide plan-
ning process, consistent with 23 CFR 
part 450, and be included in the fiscally 
constrained long-range transportation 
plan required under 23 CFR part 450. 

Subpart B—New Starts 

§ 611.201 New Starts eligibility. 

(a) To be eligible for an engineering 
grant under this part for a new fixed 
guideway or an extension to a fixed 
guideway, a project must: 

(1) Be a New Starts project as defined 
in § 611.105; and 

(2) Be approved into engineering by 
FTA pursuant to § 611.209. 

(b) To be eligible for a construction 
grant under section 5309 for a new fixed 
guideway or extension to a fixed guide-
way, a project must: 

(1) Be a New Starts project as defined 
in § 611.105; 

(2) Have completed engineering; 
(3) Receive a ‘‘medium’’ or better rat-

ing on project justification pursuant to 
§ 611.203; 

(4) Receive a ‘‘medium’’ or better rat-
ing on local financial commitment pur-
suant to § 611.205; 

(5) Meet the other requirements of 49 
U.S.C. 5309. 
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