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Retarder means a system other than 
the service brakes that slows a bus by 
dissipating kinetic energy. 

Seated load weight means the weight 
of the bus plus driver, fuel, and seated 
passengers simulated by adding 150 
pounds of ballast to each seating posi-
tion. 

Service brake(s) means the primary 
system used by the driver during nor-
mal operation to reduce the speed of a 
moving bus and to allow the driver to 
bring the bus to a controlled stop and 
hold it there. Service brakes may be 
supplemented by retarders or by regen-
erative braking systems. 

Small bus manufacturer means a sec-
ondary market assembler that acquires 
a chassis or van from an original equip-
ment manufacturer for subsequent 
modification or assembly and sale as 5- 
year/150,000-mile or 4-year/100,000-mile 
minimum service life vehicle. 

Tailpipe emissions means the exhaust 
constituents actually emitted to the 
atmosphere at the exit of the vehicle 
tailpipe or corresponding system. 

Third party chassis means a commer-
cially available chassis whose design, 
manufacturing, and quality control are 
performed by an entity independent of 
the bus manufacturer. 

Unmodified mass-produced van means 
a van that is mass-produced, complete 
and fully assembled as provided by an 
OEM. This shall include vans with 
raised roofs, and/or wheelchair lifts, or 
ramps that are installed by the OEM, 
or by a party other than the OEM pro-
vided that the installation of these 
components is completed in strict con-
formance with the OEM modification 
guidelines. 

Unmodified third-party chassis means a 
third-party chassis that either has not 
been modified, or has been modified in 
strict conformance with the OEM’s 
modification guidelines. 

§ 665.7 Grantee certification of compli-
ance. 

(a) In each application to FTA for the 
purchase or lease of any new bus 
model, or any bus model with a major 
change in configuration or components 
to be acquired or leased with funds ob-
ligated by the FTA, the recipient shall 
certify that the bus was tested at the 
bus testing facility. The recipient shall 

receive the appropriate full bus testing 
report and any applicable partial test-
ing report(s) before final acceptance of 
the first vehicle by the recipient. 

(b) In dealing with a bus manufac-
turer or dealer, the recipient shall be 
responsible for determining whether a 
vehicle to be acquired requires full 
testing or partial testing or has al-
ready satisfied the requirements of this 
part. 

Subpart B—Bus Testing Procedures 
§ 665.11 Testing requirements. 

(a) A new bus model to be tested at 
the bus testing facility shall— 

(1) Be a single model; 
(2) Meet all applicable Federal Motor 

Vehicle Safety Standards, as defined by 
the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration in Part 571 of this title; 
and 

(3) Be substantially fabricated and 
assembled using the techniques, tool-
ing, and materials that will be used in 
production of subsequent buses of that 
model. 

(b) If the new bus model has not pre-
viously been tested at the bus testing 
facility, then the new bus model shall 
undergo the full tests requirements for 
Maintainability, Reliability, Safety, 
Performance including braking per-
formance, Structural Integrity, Fuel 
Economy, Noise, and Emissions; 

(c) If the new bus model has not pre-
viously been tested at the bus testing 
facility and is being produced on a 
third-party chassis that has been pre-
viously tested on another bus model at 
the bus testing facility, then the new 
bus model may undergo partial testing 
requirements; 

(d) If the new bus model has pre-
viously been tested at the bus testing 
facility, but is subsequently manufac-
tured with a major change in chassis or 
components, then the new bus model 
may undergo partial testing. 

(e) The following vehicle types shall 
be tested: 

(1) Large-size, heavy-duty transit 
buses (approximately 35″–40″ in length, 
as well as articulated buses) with a 
minimum service life of 12 years or 
500,000 miles; 

(2) Medium-size, heavy-duty transit 
buses (approximately 30″ in length) 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 14:39 Jan 13, 2014 Jkt 229224 PO 00000 Frm 00575 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\229224.XXX 229224eh
ie

rs
 o

n 
D

S
K

2V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

F
R



566 

49 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–13 Edition) § 665.13 

with a minimum service life of ten 
years or 350,000 miles; 

(3) Medium-size, medium duty transit 
buses (approximately 30″ in length) 
with a minimum service life of seven 
years or 200,000 miles; 

(4) Medium-size, light duty transit 
buses (approximately 25″–35″ in length) 
with a minimum service life of five 
years or 150,000 miles; and 

(5) Other light duty vehicles such as 
small buses and regular and specialized 
vans with a minimum service life of 
four years or 100,000 miles. 

(f) Tests performed in a higher serv-
ice life category (i.e., longer service 
life) need not be repeated when the 
same bus model is used in lesser service 
life applications. 

(g) The operator of the bus testing fa-
cility shall develop a test plan for the 
testing of vehicles at the facility. The 
test plan shall follow the guidelines set 
forth in the appendix to this part. 

§ 665.13 Test report and manufacturer 
certification. 

(a) Upon completion of testing, the 
operator of the facility shall provide 
the resulting test report to the entity 
that submitted the bus for testing. 

(b)(1) A manufacturer or dealer of a 
new bus model or a bus produced with 
a major change in component or con-
figuration shall provide a copy of the 
corresponding full bus testing report 
and any applicable partial testing re-
port(s) to a recipient during the point 
in the procurement process specified by 
the recipient, but in all cases before 
final acceptance of the first bus by the 
recipient. 

(2) A manufacturer who releases a re-
port under paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion also shall provide notice to the op-
erator of the facility that the report is 
available to the public. 

(c) If a bus model subject to a bus 
testing report has a change that is not 
a major change under this Part, the 
manufacturer or dealer shall advise the 
recipient during the procurement proc-
ess and shall include a description of 
the change and the manufacturer’s 
basis for concluding that it is not a 
major change. 

(d) A bus testing report shall be 
available publicly once the bus manu-
facturer makes it available during a re-

cipient’s procurement process. The op-
erator of the facility shall have copies 
of all the publicly available reports 
available for distribution. 

(e) The bus testing report is the only 
information or documentation that 
shall be made publicly available in con-
nection with any bus model tested at 
the bus testing facility. 

Subpart C—Operations 

§ 665.21 Scheduling. 
(a) To schedule a bus for testing, a 

manufacturer shall contact the oper-
ator of FTA’s bus testing program. 
Contact information and procedures 
are available on the operator’s bus 
testing Web site, http:// 
www.altoonabustest.com. 

(b) Upon contacting the operator, the 
operator shall provide the manufac-
turer with the following: 

(1) A draft contract for the testing; 
(2) A fee schedule; and 
(3) The draft test procedures that will 

be conducted on the vehicle. 
(c) The operator shall provide final 

test procedures to be conducted on the 
vehicle at the time of contract execu-
tion. 

(d) The operator shall process vehi-
cles for testing in the order in which 
the contracts are signed. 

§ 665.23 Fees. 
(a) The operator shall charge fees in 

accordance with a schedule approved 
by FTA, which shall include prorated 
fees for partial testing. 

(b) Fees shall be prorated for a vehi-
cle withdrawn from the bus testing fa-
cility before the completion of testing. 

§ 665.25 Transportation of vehicle. 
A manufacturer shall be responsible 

for transporting its vehicle to and from 
the bus testing facility at the begin-
ning and completion of the testing at 
the manufacturer’s own risk and ex-
pense. 

§ 665.27 Procedures during testing. 
(a) The operator shall perform all 

maintenance and repairs on the test 
vehicle, consistent with the manufac-
turer’s specifications, unless the oper-
ator determines that the nature of the 
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