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Subpart G—Cost-of-Living Adjustments 

841.701 Purpose and scope. 
841.702 Definitions. 
841.703 Increases on basic annuities and sur-

vivor annuities. 
841.704 Proration of COLA’s. 
841.705 Increases on basic employee death 

benefits. 
841.706 Increases on combined CSRS/FERS 

annuities. 
841.707 COLA’s affecting computation of 

survivor supplements. 
841.708 Special provisions affecting retired 

military reserve technicians. 

Subpart H—Waiver of Benefits 

841.801 Purpose. 
841.802 Definitions. 
841.803 Waiver of annuity. 
841.804 Waiver and court orders. 

Subpart I [Reserved] 

Subpart J—State Income Tax Withholding 

841.1001 Purpose. 
841.1002 Definitions. 
841.1003 Federal-State agreements. 
841.1004 OPM responsibilities. 
841.1005 State responsibilities. 
841.1006 Additional provisions. 
841.1007 Agreement modification and termi-

nation. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 8461; Sec. 841.108 also 
issued under 5 U.S.C. 552a; Secs. 841.110 and 
841.111 also issued under 5 U.S.C. 8470(a); sub-
part D also issued under 5 U.S.C. 8423; Sec. 
841.504 also issued under 5 U.S.C. 8422; Sec. 
841.507 also issued under section 505 of Pub. 
L. 99–335; subpart J also issued under 5 U.S.C. 
8469; Sec. 841.506 also issued under 5 U.S.C. 
7701(b)(2); Sec. 841.508 also issued under sec-
tion 505 of Pub. L. 99–335; Sec. 841.604 also 
issued under Title II, Pub. L. 106–265, 114 
Stat. 780. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

SOURCE: 52 FR 19242, May 21, 1987, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 841.101 Purpose. 

The purpose of this subpart is to 
state the administrative rules gov-
erning the operations of the Federal 
Employees Retirement System (FERS) 
that have general application to the 
basic benefits under FERS. 

§ 841.102 Regulatory structure for the 
Federal Employees Retirement Sys-
tem. 

(a) This part contains the following 
subparts: 

(1) General provisions (subpart A); 
(2) Applications for benefits (subpart 

B); 
(3) Claims processing (subpart C); 
(4) Government costs (subpart D); 
(5) Employee deductions and Govern-

ment contributions (subpart E); 
(6) Computing interest (subpart F); 
(7) Cost-of-Living Adjustments (sub-

part G); 
(8) Waiver, allotment, or assignment 

of benefits (subpart H); 
(9) Court orders affecting benefits 

(subpart I); and 
(10) State income tax withholding 

(subpart J). 
(b)(1) Part 842 of this chapter con-

tains information about basic annuity 
rights of employees and Members under 
FERS. 

(2) Part 843 of this chapter contains 
information about death benefits and 
employee refunds under FERS. 

(3) Part 844 of this chapter contains 
information about disability retire-
ment benefits under FERS. 

(4) Part 845 of this chapter contains 
information about debt collection. 

(5) Part 846 of this chapter contains 
information about election rights 
available to employees who are eligible 
to join FERS. 

(c)(1) Part 831 of this chapter con-
tains information about the Civil Serv-
ice Retirement System. 

(2) Part 835 of this chapter contains 
information about debt collection from 
FERS benefits. 

(3) Part 837 of this chapter contains 
information about reemployment of 
FERS annuitants. 

(4) Part 838 of this chapter contains 
information about court orders affect-
ing FERS benefits. 

(5) Part 847 of this chapter contains 
information about elections under the 
Civil Service Retirement System or 
FERS relating to periods of service 
with a nonappropriated fund instru-
mentality under the jurisdiction of the 
armed forces. 

(6) Parts 294 and 297 of this chapter 
and § § 831.106 and 841.108 of this chapter 
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contain information about disclosure 
of information from OPM records. 

(7) Part 581 of this chapter contains 
information about garnishment of Gov-
ernment payments including salary 
and CSRS and FERS retirement bene-
fits. 

(8) Parts 870, 871, 872, and 873 of this 
chapter contain information about the 
Federal Employees Group Life Insur-
ance Program. 

(9) Part 890 of this chapter contains 
information about coverage under the 
Federal Employees Health Benefits 
Program. 

(10) Chapter II (parts 1200 through 
1299) of this title contains information 
about appeals to the Merit Systems 
Protection Board. 

(11) Chapter VI (parts 1600 through 
1699) of this title contains information 
about the Federal Employees Thrift 
Savings Plan. 

[52 FR 19242, May 21, 1987, as amended at 55 
FR 14229, Apr. 17, 1990; 61 FR 41720, Aug. 9, 
1996] 

§ 841.103 Definitions. 
In this subpart— 
CSRS means the Civil Service Retire-

ment System as described in sub-
chapter III of chapter 83 of title 5, 
United States Code. 

FERS means the Federal Employees 
Retirement System as described in 
chapter 84 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

§ 841.104 Special terms defined. 
(a) Unless otherwise defined for use 

in any subpart, as used in connection 
with FERS (parts 841 through 846 of 
this chapter), terms defined in section 
8401 of title 5, United States Code, have 
the same meanings assigned to them 
by that section. 

(b) Unless otherwise defined for use 
in any subpart, as used in connection 
with FERS (parts 841 through 846 of 
this chapter)— 

Agency means an executive agency as 
defined in section 105 of title 5, United 
States Code; a legislative branch agen-
cy; a judicial agency; and the U.S. 
Postal Service and Postal Rate Com-
mission. 

Associate Director means the Asso-
ciate Director for Retirement and In-
surance in OPM, or his or her designee. 

OPM means the Office of Personnel 
Management. 

§ 841.105 Administration of FERS. 
(a) OPM has charge of the adjudica-

tion of all claims for basic benefits 
arising under FERS and of all matters 
directly or indirectly concerned with 
these adjudications. 

(b) In the adjudication of claims aris-
ing under FERS, OPM will consider 
and take appropriate action on coun-
terclaims filed by the Government as 
set-offs against amounts payable from 
the Civil Service Retirement Fund. 

§ 841.106 Basic records. 
(a) Agencies having employees or 

Members subject to FERS must estab-
lish and maintain retirement accounts 
for those employees and Members. 

(b)(1) The individual retirement 
record required by § 841.504(c) is the 
basic record for action on all claims for 
annuity or refund, and those pertaining 
to deceased employees, deceased Mem-
bers, or deceased annuitants. 

(2) When the official records reposi-
tory for the records in question cer-
tifies that the records in question are 
lost, destroyed, or incomplete, OPM 
will accept such inferior or secondary 
evidence that it considers appropriate 
under the circumstances, and such in-
ferior or secondary evidence is then ad-
missible. 

(3) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b)(2) of this section, inferior or sec-
ondary evidence will not be considered. 

[52 FR 19242, May 21, 1987, as amended at 57 
FR 32154, July 21, 1992] 

§ 841.107 Computation of interest. 
Interest, when applicable, will be 

computed under subpart F of this part. 

§ 841.108 Disclosure of information. 
(a)(1) Except as provided in section 

8461 of title 5, United States Code, OPM 
has in its possession or under its con-
trol records containing the following 
types of information: 

(i) Documentation of Federal service 
subject to FERS. 

(ii) Documentation of service credit 
and refund claims made under FERS. 

(iii) Retirement and death claims 
files, including documents supporting 
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