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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv., Interior § 14.82 

farm-raised fish and farm-raised fish 
eggs as defined in § 14.23. 

[45 FR 56673, Aug. 25, 1980, as amended at 59 
FR 41714, Aug. 15, 1994; 61 FR 31870, June 21, 
1996] 

Subpart G [Reserved] 

Subpart H—Marking of Containers 
or Packages 

SOURCE: 52 FR 45341, Nov. 27, 1987, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 14.81 Marking requirement. 

Except as otherwise provided in this 
subpart, no person may import, export, 
or transport in interstate commerce 
any container or package containing 
any fish or wildlife (including shellfish 
and fishery products) unless he/she 
marks each container or package con-
spicuously on the outside with both the 
name and address of the shipper and 
consignee. An accurate and legible list 
of its contents by species scientific 
name and the number of each species 
and whether or not the listed species 
are venomous must accompany the en-
tire shipment. 

[61 FR 31870, June 21, 1996] 

§ 14.82 Alternatives and exceptions to 
the marking requirement. 

(a) The requirements of § 14.81 may be 
met by complying with one of the fol-
lowing alternatives to the marking re-
quirement: 

(1)(i) Conspicuously marking the out-
side of each container or package con-
taining fish or wildlife with the word 
‘‘fish’’ or ‘‘wildlife’’ as appropriate for 
its contents, or with the common name 
of its contents by species, and 

(ii) Including an invoice, packing 
list, bill of lading, or similar document 
to accompany the shipment which ac-
curately states the name and address 
of the shipper and consignee, states the 
total number of packages or containers 
in the shipment, and for each species in 
the shipment specifies: 

(A) The common name that identifies 
the species (examples include: Chinook 
(or king) salmon; bluefin tuna; and 
whitetail deer) and whether or not the 
listed species is venomous; and 

(B) The number of that species (or 
other appropriate measure of quantity 
such as gross or net weight). 
The invoice, packing list, bill of lading, 
or equivalent document must be se-
curely attached to the outside of one 
container or package in the shipment 
or otherwise physically accompany the 
shipment in a manner which makes it 
readily accessible for inspection; or 

(2) Affixing the shipper’s wildlife im-
port/export license number preceded by 
the three letters ‘‘FWS’’ on the outside 
of each container or package con-
taining fish or wildlife, if the shipper 
has valid wildlife import/export license 
issued under authority of 50 CFR part 
14. For each shipment marked in ac-
cordance with this paragraph, the 
records maintained under § 14.93(c) 
must include a copy of the invoice, 
packing list, bill of lading, or other 
similar document that accurately 
states the information required by 
paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section. 

(3) In the case of subcontainers or 
packages within a larger packing con-
tainer, only the outermost container 
must be marked in accordance with 
this section. Except, that for live fish or 
wildlife that are packed in subcon-
tainers within a larger packing con-
tainer, if the subcontainers are num-
bered or labeled, the packing list, in-
voice, bill or lading, or other similar 
document, must reflect that number or 
label. However, each subcontainer con-
taining a venomous species must be 
clearly marked as venomous. 

(4) A conveyance (truck, plane, boat, 
etc.) is not considered a container for 
purposes of requiring specific marking 
of the conveyance itself, provided that: 

(i) The fish or wildlife within the con-
veyance is carried loosely or is readily 
identifiable, and is accompanied by the 
document required by paragraph 
(a)(1)(ii) of this section, or 

(ii) The fish or wildlife is otherwise 
packaged and marked in accordance 
with this subpart. 

(b) The requirements of § 14.81 do not 
apply to containers or packages con-
taining— 

(1) Fox, nutria, rabbit, mink, chin-
chilla, marten, fisher, muskrat, and 
karakul that have been bred and born 
in captivity, or their products, if a 
signed statement certifying that the 
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50 CFR Ch. I (10–1–13 Edition) § 14.91 

animals were bred and born in cap-
tivity accompanies the shipping docu-
ments; 

(2) Fish or shellfish contained in re-
tail consumer packages labeled pursu-
ant to the Food, Drug and Cosmetic 
Act, 21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.; or 

(3) Fish or shellfish that are landed 
by, and offloaded from, a fishing vessel 
(whether or not the catch has been car-
ried by the fishing vessel interstate), as 
long as the fish or shellfish remain at 
the place where first offloaded. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1018–0022) 

[52 FR 45341, Nov. 27, 1987, as amended at 61 
FR 31871, June 21, 1996] 

Subpart I—Import/Export Licenses 
and Inspection Fees 

SOURCE: 73 FR 74628, Dec. 9, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 14.91 When do I need an import/ex-
port license? 

(a) The Endangered Species Act (16 
U.S.C. 1538(d)(1)) makes it unlawful for 
any person to engage in business as an 
importer or exporter of certain fish or 
wildlife without first having obtained 
permission from the Secretary. For the 
purposes of this subchapter, engage in 
business means to import or export 
wildlife for commercial purposes. 

(b) Except as provided in § 14.92, if 
you engage in the business of import-
ing or exporting wildlife for commer-
cial purposes (see § 14.4), you must ob-
tain an import/export license prior to 
importing or exporting your wildlife 
shipment. 

(c) The following table includes some 
examples of when an import/export li-
cense is required: 

If I import into the United States or ex-
port from the United States 

. . . do I need an 
import/export 

license? 

(1) Wildlife in the form of products such 
as garments, bags, shoes, boots, jew-
elry, rugs, trophies, or curios for com-
mercial purposes.

Yes. 

(2) Wildlife in the form of hides, furs, or 
skins for commercial purposes.

Yes. 

(3) Wildlife in the form of food for com-
mercial purposes.

Yes. 

(4) As an animal dealer, animal broker, 
pet dealer, or pet or laboratory sup-
plier.

Yes. 

If I import into the United States or ex-
port from the United States 

. . . do I need an 
import/export 

license? 

(5) As an individual owner of a person-
ally owned live wildlife pet for personal 
use.

No. 

(6) As a collector or hobbyist for per-
sonal use.

No. 

(7) As a collector or hobbyist for com-
mercial purposes, including sale, trade 
or barter.

Yes. 

(8) As a laboratory researcher or bio-
medical supplier for commercial pur-
poses.

Yes. 

(9) As a customs broker or freight for-
warder engaged in business as a dis-
patcher, handler, consolidator, or 
transporter of wildlife or if I file docu-
ments with the Service on behalf of 
others.

No. 

(10) As a common carrier engaged in 
business as a transporter of wildlife.

No. 

(11) As a taxidermist, outfitter, or guide 
importing or exporting my own hunting 
trophies for commercial purposes.

Yes. 

(12) As a taxidermist, outfitter, or guide 
transporting or shipping hunting tro-
phies for clients or customers.

No. 

(13) As a U.S. taxidermist receiving a 
U.S. client’s personal hunting trophies 
after import clearance for processing.

No. 

(14) As a U.S. taxidermist importing wild-
life from or exporting wildlife to foreign 
owners who are requesting my serv-
ices.

Yes. 

(15) As a foreign owner of wildlife ex-
porting my personal hunting trophies 
from the United States to my home.

No. 

(16) As a circus for exhibition or resale 
purposes.

Yes. 

(17) As a Federal, State, municipal, or 
tribal agency.

No. 

(18) As a public museum, or public sci-
entific or educational institution for 
noncommercial research or edu-
cational purposes.

No. 

§ 14.92 What are the exemptions to the 
import/export license requirement? 

(a) Certain wildlife. Any person may 
engage in business as an importer or 
exporter of the following types of wild-
life without obtaining an import/export 
license: 

(1) Shellfish (see § 10.12 of this chap-
ter) and nonliving fishery products 
that do not require a permit under 
parts 16, 17, or 23 of this subchapter, 
and are imported or exported for pur-
poses of human or animal consumption 
or taken in waters under the jurisdic-
tion of the United States or on the 
high seas for recreational purposes; 

(2) Live farm-raised fish and farm- 
raised fish eggs of species that do not 
require a permit under parts 16, 17, or 
23 of this subchapter, that meet the 
definition of ‘‘bred-in-captivity’’ as 
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