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50 CFR Ch. III (10–1–13 Edition) § 300.20 

§ 300.20 Purpose and scope. 

The regulations in this subpart are 
issued under the authority of the Tuna 
Conventions Act of 1950 (Act). The reg-
ulations implement recommendations 
of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna 
Commission (IATTC) for the conserva-
tion and management of highly migra-
tory fish resources in the Eastern 
Tropical Pacific Ocean so far as they 
affect vessels and persons subject to 
the jurisdiction of the United States. 

[69 FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004] 

§ 300.21 Definitions. 

In addition to the terms defined in 
§ 300.2, in the Act, and in the Conven-
tion for the Establishment of an Inter- 
American Tropical Tuna Commission 
(Convention), the terms used in this 
subpart have the following meanings. If 
a term is defined differently in § 300.2, 
in the Act, or in the Convention, the 
definition in this section shall apply. 

Bigeye tuna means the species 
Thunnus obesus. 

Commercial passenger fishing vessel 
means any vessel licensed for commer-
cial passenger fishing purposes within 
the State out of which it is operating 
and from which, while under charter or 
hire, persons are legally permitted to 
conduct sportfishing activities. 

Convention Area means the waters 
within the area bounded by the main-
land of the Americas, lines extending 
westward from the mainland of the 
Americas along the 40° N. lat. and 40° 
S. lat., and 150° W. long. 

Data buoy means, for the purpose of 
§ 300.25, a floating device, either drift-
ing or anchored, which is deployed by 
one or more governmental or recog-
nized scientific organizations or enti-
ties for the purpose of electronically 
collecting and measuring environ-
mental data, and not for the purpose of 
fishing activities, and which has been 
reported to the IATTC by a Member or 
Cooperating non-Member of the Com-
mission. 

Fish aggregating device (FAD) means a 
manmade raft or other floating object 
used to attract tuna and make them 
available to fishing vessels. 

Fishing trip means a period that a 
fishing vessel spends at sea between 

port visits and during which any fish-
ing occurs. 

Fishing vessel means any vessel, boat, 
ship, or other craft that is used for, 
equipped to be used for, or of a type 
that is normally used for fishing or for 
assisting or supporting a vessel en-
gaged in fishing, except purse seine 
skiffs. 

Floating object means any natural ob-
ject or FAD around which fishing ves-
sels may catch tuna. 

Incidental catch or incidental species 
means species caught while fishing 
with the primary purpose of catching a 
different species. An incidental catch is 
expressed as a percentage of the weight 
of the total fish on board. 

Land or Landing means to begin 
transfer of fish from a fishing vessel. 
Once transfer begins, all fish on board 
the vessel are counted as part of the 
landing. 

Longline gear means a type of fishing 
gear consisting of a main line that ex-
ceeds 1 nautical mile in length, is sus-
pended horizontally in the water col-
umn anchored, floating, or attached to 
a vessel, and from which branch or 
dropper lines with hooks are attached. 

Observer means an individual placed 
aboard a fishing vessel under the 
IATTC observer program or any other 
international observer program in 
which the United States may partici-
pate. 

Regional Administrator means the Re-
gional Administrator, Southwest Re-
gion, NMFS, 501 West Ocean Boulevard, 
Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 90802–4213, 
or a designee. 

Regional Vessel Register (hereafter re-
ferred to as Vessel Register) means the 
regional register of vessels authorized 
to fish for tuna and tuna-like species in 
the Convention Area, as established by 
the Inter-American Tropical Tuna 
Commission in June 2000. 

South Pacific Tuna Treaty means the 
Treaty on Fisheries Between the Gov-
ernments of Certain Pacific Island 
States and the Government of the 
United States of America (50 CFR part 
300, subpart D). 

Tender vessel means a vessel that does 
not engage in purse seine fishing but 
tends to FADs in support of tuna fish-
ing operations. 
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Transship means to unload fish from 
a vessel that caught fish to another 
vessel. 

Transshipment receiving vessel means 
any vessel, boat, ship, or other craft 
that is used to receive fish from a fish-
ing vessel. 

Tuna means any fish of the genus 
Thunnus and the species Euthynnus 
(Katsuwonus) pelamis. 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 29133, May 28, 1999; 64 FR 44430, Aug. 16, 
1999; 69 FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004; 70 FR 19010, 
Apr. 12, 2005; 74 FR 1618, Jan. 13, 2009; 74 FR 
61050, Nov. 23, 2009; 76 FR 287, Jan. 4, 2011; 76 
FR 68337, Nov. 4, 2011] 

§ 300.22 Eastern Pacific fisheries rec-
ordkeeping and written reports. 

(a) The master or other person in 
charge of a commercial fishing vessel 
or commercial passenger fishing vessel 
(CPFV) authorized to fish for tuna and 
tuna-like species in the Convention 
Area, or a person authorized in writing 
to serve as the agent for either person, 
must keep an accurate log of oper-
ations conducted from the fishing ves-
sel. For vessels greater than 400 st 
(362.8 mt) carrying capacity that are 
authorized to purse seine for tuna in 
the Convention Area, the log must in-
clude for each day the date, noon posi-
tion (stated in latitude and longitude 
or in relation to known physical fea-
tures), and the tonnage of fish on 
board, by species. The record and 
bridge log maintained and submitted at 
the request of the IATTC shall be suffi-
cient to comply with this paragraph, 
provided the items of information spec-
ified by the IATTC are accurately en-
tered in the log. For purse seine vessels 
of 400 st (362.8 mt) carrying capacity or 
less and for non-purse seine vessels, 
maintaining and submitting any log-
book required by existing state or fed-
eral regulation shall be sufficient to 
comply with this paragraph. 

(b) Vessel Register. The Vessel Reg-
ister shall include, consistent with res-
olutions of the IATTC, all commercial 
fishing vessels and CPFVs authorized 
to fish for tuna and tuna-like species in 
the Convention Area. Except as pro-
vided under paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion, tuna purse seine vessels must be 
listed on the Vessel Register and cat-
egorized as active under paragraph 

(b)(4)(i) of this section in order to fish 
for tuna and tuna-like species in the 
Convention Area. 

(1) Exception. Once per year, a vessel 
that is licensed under the South Pa-
cific Tuna Treaty may exercise an op-
tion to fish with purse seine gear to 
target tuna in the Convention Area 
without being listed on the Vessel Reg-
ister, for a fishing trip that does not 
exceed 90 days in duration. No more 
than 32 of such trips are allowed each 
calendar year. After the commence-
ment of the 32nd such trip, the Re-
gional Administrator shall announce, 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER and by other 
appropriate means, that no more such 
trips are allowed for the remainder of 
the calendar year. Under 
§ 216.24(b)(6)(iii)(C) of this title, vessel 
assessment fees must be paid for ves-
sels exercising this option. 

(2) Requirements for inclusion of purse 
seine vessels on the vessel register. The 
tuna purse seine portion of the Vessel 
Register shall include, consistent with 
resolutions of the IATTC, only vessels 
that fished in the Convention Area 
prior to June 28, 2002. Inclusion on the 
tuna purse seine portion of the Vessel 
Register is valid through December 31 
of each year. New tuna purse seine ves-
sels may be added to the Vessel Reg-
ister at any time to replace those pre-
viously removed by the Regional Ad-
ministrator, provided that the total ca-
pacity of the replacement vessel or ves-
sels does not exceed that of the tuna 
purse seine vessel or vessels being re-
placed. 

(3) Vessel information. Information on 
each commercial fishing vessel or 
CPFV authorized to use purse seine, 
longline, drift gillnet, harpoon, troll, 
rod and reel, or pole and line fishing 
gear to fish for tuna and tuna-like spe-
cies in the Convention Area for sale 
shall be collected by the Regional Ad-
ministrator to conform to IATTC reso-
lutions governing the Vessel Register. 
This information initially includes, but 
is not limited to, the vessel name and 
registration number; the name and 
business address of the owner(s) and 
managing owner(s); a photograph of 
the vessel with the registration num-
ber legible; previous vessel name(s) and 
previous flag (if known and if any); 
port of registry; International Radio 
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