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sets during the remainder of the fish-
ing trip; and 

(iv) The vessel accepting the fish is a 
fishing vessel of the United States 
equipped with purse seine gear. 

(2) Only fishing vessels of the United 
States that are authorized to be used 
for fishing in the EEZ may engage in 
net sharing in the EEZ, subject to the 
provisions of paragraph (c)(1) of this 
section. 

[77 FR 71510, Dec. 3, 2012] 

§ 300.217 Vessel identification. 
(a) General. (1) A fishing vessel must 

be marked in accordance with the re-
quirements of this section in order for 
a WCPFC Area Endorsement to be 
issued for the fishing vessel. 

(2) Any fishing vessel of the United 
States with a WCPFC Area Endorse-
ment or for which a WCPFC Area En-
dorsement is required shall be marked 
for identification purposes in accord-
ance with this section, and all parts of 
such markings shall be clear, distinct, 
uncovered, and unobstructed. 

(3) Any boat, skiff, or other 
watercraft carried on board the fishing 
vessel shall be marked with the same 
identification markings as required 
under this section for the fishing vessel 
and shall be marked in accordance with 
this section. 

(b) Marking. (1) Vessels shall be 
marked in accordance with the identi-
fication requirements of § 300.14(b)(2), 
and if an IRCS has not been assigned to 
the vessel, then the Federal, State, or 
other documentation number used in 
lieu of the IRCS must be preceded by 
the characters ‘‘USA’’ and a hyphen 
(that is, ‘‘USA-’’). 

(2) With the exception of the vessel’s 
name and hailing port, the marking re-
quired in this section shall be the only 
vessel identification mark consisting 
of letters and numbers to be displayed 
on the hull and superstructure. 

[75 FR 3350, Jan. 21, 2010, as amended at 76 
FR 73520, Nov. 29, 2011] 

§ 300.218 Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements. 

(a) Fishing reports.—(1) General. The 
owner or operator of any fishing vessel 
of the United States used for commer-
cial fishing for HMS in the Pacific 

Ocean must maintain and report to 
NMFS catch and effort and other oper-
ational information for all such fishing 
activities. The reports must include at 
a minimum: identification information 
for the vessel; description of fishing 
gear used; dates, times and locations of 
fishing; and species and amounts of fish 
retained and discarded. 

(2) Reporting options. Vessel owners 
and operators shall be deemed to meet 
the recordkeeping and reporting re-
quirements of paragraph (a)(1) of this 
section by satisfying all applicable 
catch and effort reporting require-
ments as listed below: 

(i) Western Pacific pelagic fisheries. 
Fishing activities subject to the re-
porting requirements of § 665.14 of this 
title must be maintained and reported 
in the manner specified in that section. 

(ii) West Coast HMS fisheries. Fishing 
activities subject to the reporting re-
quirements of § 660.708(a) of this title 
must be maintained and reported in 
the manner specified in that section. 

(iii) Pacific tuna fisheries. Fishing ac-
tivities subject to the reporting re-
quirements of § 300.22 must be main-
tained and reported in the manner 
specified in that section. 

(iv) South Pacific tuna fisheries. Fish-
ing activities subject to the reporting 
requirements of § 300.34(c)(1) must be 
maintained and reported in the manner 
specified in that section. 

(v) High seas fisheries. Fishing activi-
ties subject to the reporting require-
ments of § 300.17(a) must be maintained 
and reported in the manner specified in 
§ 300.17(a) and (b). 

(vi) Canada albacore fisheries. Fishing 
activities subject to the reporting re-
quirements of § 300.174 must be main-
tained and reported in the manner 
specified in that section. 

(vii) State-regulated fisheries. Catch 
and effort information for fishing ac-
tivities for which reporting of effort, 
catch, and/or landings is required under 
State law must be maintained and re-
ported in the manner specified under 
such State law. 

(viii) Other fisheries. All other fishing 
activities subject to the requirement of 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section must be 
recorded on paper or electronic forms 
specified or provided by the Pacific Is-
lands Regional Administrator. Such 
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forms will specify the information re-
quired, which may include: Identifica-
tion information for the vessel; de-
scription of fishing gear used; dates, 
times and locations of fishing; and spe-
cies and amounts of fish retained and 
discarded. All information specified by 
the Pacific Islands Regional Adminis-
trator on such forms must be recorded 
on paper or electronically within 24 
hours of the completion of each fishing 
day. The information recorded must, 
for each fishing day, include a dated 
signature of the vessel operator or 
other type of authentication as speci-
fied by the Pacific Islands Regional Ad-
ministrator. The vessel operator must, 
unless otherwise specified by the Pa-
cific Islands Regional Administrator, 
submit the information for each fishing 
day to the Pacific Islands Regional Ad-
ministrator within 72 hours of the first 
landing or port call after the fishing 
day, and must submit the information 
in the manner specified by the Pacific 
Islands Regional Administrator. 

(3) Exceptions. (i) Catch and effort in-
formation for fishing activities that 
take place in waters under State juris-
diction must be maintained and re-
ported only in cases where the report-
ing of such activity is required under 
State law or under Federal regulations 
at §§ 300.22 and 300.34, and §§ 660.708 and 
665.14 of this title. 

(ii) Catch and effort information for 
fishing activities that take place in wa-
ters under Federal jurisdiction around 
American Samoa, Guam and the North-
ern Mariana Islands need not be re-
ported under this section unless report-
ing of such activity is required under 
regulations in chapter VI of this title. 

(b) Transshipment reports. The owner 
and operator of any fishing vessel of 
the United States used for commercial 
fishing that offloads or receives a 
transshipment of HMS in the Conven-
tion Area, or a transshipment any-
where of HMS caught in the Conven-
tion Area, must ensure that a trans-
shipment report for the transshipment 
is completed, using a form that is 
available from the Pacific Islands Re-
gional Administrator, and recording all 
the information specified on the form. 
The owner and operator of the vessel 
must ensure that the transshipment re-
port is completed and signed within 24 

hours of the completion of the trans-
shipment, and must ensure that the re-
port is submitted as follows: 

(1) For vessels licensed under § 300.32, 
the original transshipment report is 
submitted to the address specified by 
the Pacific Islands Regional Adminis-
trator by the due date specified at 
§ 300.34(c)(2) for submitting the trans-
shipment logsheet form to the Admin-
istrator as defined at § 300.31. 

(2) For vessels registered for use 
under § 660.707 of this title, the original 
transshipment report is submitted to 
the address specified by the Pacific Is-
lands Regional Administrator by the 
due date specified for the logbook form 
at § 660.708 of this title. 

(3) For vessels subject to the require-
ments of § 665.14(c) and § 665.801(e) of 
this title, and not subject to the re-
quirements of paragraphs (b)(1) or 
(b)(2) of this section, the original trans-
shipment report is submitted to the ad-
dress specified by the Pacific Islands 
Regional Administrator by the due 
date specified at § 665.14(c) of this title 
for submitting transshipment logbooks 
to the Pacific Islands Regional Admin-
istrator for landings of western Pacific 
pelagic management unit species. 

(4) For all transshipments on the 
high seas and emergency trans-
shipments that meet the conditions de-
scribed in § 300.216(b)(4), including 
transshipments involving the cat-
egories of vessels specified in para-
graphs (b)(1), (b)(2), and (b)(3) of this 
section, the report is submitted by fax 
or email to the address specified by the 
Pacific Islands Regional Administrator 
no later than 10 calendar days after 
completion of the transshipment. The 
report may be submitted with or with-
out signatures so long as the original 
transshipment report with signatures 
is submitted to the address specified by 
the Pacific Islands Regional Adminis-
trator no later than 15 calendar days 
after the vessel first enters into port or 
15 calendar days after completion of 
the transshipment for emergency 
transshipments in port. 

(5) For all other transshipments at 
sea, the original transshipment report 
is submitted to the address specified by 
the Pacific Islands Regional Adminis-
trator no later than 72 hours after the 
vessel first enters into port. 
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(6) For all other transshipments in 
port, the original transshipment report 
is submitted to the address specified by 
the Pacific Islands Regional Adminis-
trator no later than 72 hours after com-
pletion of the transshipment. 

(c) Exceptions to transshipment report-
ing requirements. Paragraph (b) of this 
section shall not apply to a trans-
shipment that takes place entirely 
within the territorial seas or 
archipelagic waters of any nation, as 
defined by the domestic laws and regu-
lations of that nation and recognized 
by the United States, and only includes 
fish caught within such waters. 

(d) Transshipment notices—(1) High 
seas transshipments. The owner and op-
erator of a fishing vessel of the United 
States used for commercial fishing 
that offloads or receives a trans-
shipment of HMS on the high seas in 
the Convention Area, or a trans-
shipment of HMS caught in the Con-
vention Area anywhere on the high 
seas, and not subject to the require-
ments of paragraph (d)(2) of this sec-
tion, must ensure that a notice is sub-
mitted to the Commission by fax or 
email at least 36 hours prior to the 
start of such transshipment at the ad-
dress specified by the Pacific Islands 
Regional Administrator, and that a 
copy of that notice is submitted to 
NMFS at the address specified by the 
Pacific Islands Regional Administrator 
at least 36 hours prior to the start of 
the transshipment. The notice must be 
reported in the format provided by the 
Pacific Islands Regional Administrator 
and must contain the following infor-
mation: 

(i) The name of the offloading vessel. 
(ii) The vessel identification mark-

ings located on the hull or super-
structure of the offloading vessel. 

(iii) The name of the receiving vessel. 
(iv) The vessel identification mark-

ings located on the hull or super-
structure of the receiving vessel. 

(v) The expected amount, in metric 
tons, of fish product to be trans-
shipped, broken down by species and 
processed state. 

(vi) The expected date or dates of the 
transshipment. 

(vii) The expected location of the 
transshipment, including latitude and 

longitude to the nearest tenth of a de-
gree. 

(viii) An indication of which one of 
the following areas the expected trans-
shipment location is situated: high 
seas inside the Convention Area; high 
seas outside the Convention Area; or 
an area under the jurisdiction of a par-
ticular nation, in which case the na-
tion must be specified. 

(ix) The expected amount of HMS to 
be transshipped, in metric tons, that 
was caught in each of the following 
areas: inside the Convention Area, on 
the high seas; outside the Convention 
Area, on the high seas; and within 
areas under the jurisdiction of par-
ticular nations, with each such nation 
and the associated amount specified. 
This information is not required if the 
reporting vessel is the receiving vessel. 

(2) Emergency transshipments. The 
owner and operator of a fishing vessel 
of the United States used for commer-
cial fishing for HMS that offloads or re-
ceives a transshipment of HMS in the 
Convention Area, or a transshipment of 
HMS caught in the Convention Area 
anywhere, that is allowed under 
§ 300.216(b)(4) but would otherwise be 
prohibited under the regulations in 
this subpart, must ensure that a notice 
is submitted by fax or email to the 
Commission at the address specified by 
the Pacific Islands Regional Adminis-
trator, and a copy is submitted to 
NMFS at the address specified by the 
Pacific Islands Regional Administrator 
within twelve hours of the completion 
of the transshipment. The notice must 
be reported in the format provided by 
the Pacific Islands Regional Adminis-
trator and must contain the following 
information: 

(i) The name of the offloading vessel. 
(ii) The vessel identification mark-

ings located on the hull or super-
structure of the offloading vessel. 

(iii) The name of the receiving vessel. 
(iv) The vessel identification mark-

ings located on the hull or super-
structure of the receiving vessel. 

(v) The expected or actual amount, in 
metric tons, of fish product trans-
shipped, broken down by species and 
processed state. 

(vi) The expected or actual date or 
dates of the transshipment. 
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(vii) The expected or actual location 
of the transshipment, including lati-
tude and longitude to the nearest tenth 
of a degree. 

(viii) An indication of which one of 
the following areas the expected or ac-
tual transshipment location is situ-
ated: High seas inside the Convention 
Area; high seas outside the Convention 
Area; or an area under the jurisdiction 
of a particular nation, in which case 
the nation must be specified. 

(ix) The amount of HMS to be trans-
shipped, in metric tons, that was 
caught in each of the following areas: 
inside the Convention Area, on the 
high seas; outside the Convention Area, 
on the high seas; and within areas 
under the jurisdiction of particular na-
tions, with each such nation and the 
associated amount specified. This in-
formation is not required if the report-
ing vessel is the receiving vessel. 

(x) The reason or reasons for the 
emergency transshipment (i.e., a trans-
shipment conducted under cir-
cumstances of force majeure or other 
serious mechanical breakdown that 
could reasonably be expected to threat-
en the health or safety of the vessel or 
crew or cause a significant financial 
loss through fish spoilage). 

(3) Location of high seas and emergency 
transshipments. A high seas or emer-
gency transshipment in the Convention 
Area or of HMS caught in the Conven-
tion Area anywhere subject to the noti-
fication requirements of paragraph 
(d)(1) or (d)(2) must take place within 
24 nautical miles of the location for the 
transshipment indicated in the notice 
submitted under paragraph (d)(1)(vii) 
or (d)(2)(vii) of this section. 

(e) Purse seine discard reports. The 
owner and operator of any fishing ves-
sel of the United States equipped with 
purse seine gear must ensure that a re-
port of any at-sea discards of any big-
eye tuna (Thunnus obesus), yellowfin 
tuna (Thunnus albacares), or skipjack 
tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis) caught in 
the Convention Area is completed, 
using a form that is available from the 
Pacific Islands Regional Adminis-
trator, and recording all the informa-
tion specified on the form. The report 
must be submitted within 48 hours 
after any discard to the Commission by 
fax or email at the address specified by 

the Pacific Islands Regional Adminis-
trator. A copy of the report must be 
submitted to NMFS at the address 
specified by the Pacific Islands Re-
gional Administrator by fax or email 
within 48 hours after any such discard. 
A hard copy of the report must be pro-
vided to the observer on board the ves-
sel, if any. 

(f) Net sharing reports—(1) Transferring 
vessels. The owner and operator of a 
fishing vessel of the United States 
equipped with purse seine gear that 
transfers fish to another fishing vessel 
equipped with purse seine gear under 
§ 300.216(c) shall ensure that the 
amount, by species, of fish transferred, 
as well as the net sharing activity, is 
recorded on the catch report forms 
maintained pursuant to § 300.34(c)(1), in 
the format specified by the Pacific Is-
lands Regional Administrator. 

(2) Accepting vessels. The owner and 
operator of a fishing vessel of the 
United States equipped with purse 
seine gear that accepts fish from an-
other purse seine fishing vessel under 
§ 300.216(c) shall ensure that the net 
sharing activity is recorded on the 
catch report forms maintained pursu-
ant to § 300.34(c)(1), in the format speci-
fied by the Pacific Islands Regional Ad-
ministrator. 

[75 FR 3350, Jan. 21, 2010, as amended at 77 
FR 71511, Dec. 3, 2012] 

§ 300.219 Vessel monitoring system. 

(a) SAC and VMS Helpdesk contact in-
formation and business hours. The con-
tact information for the SAC for the 
purpose of this section is: 1601 
Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 950, Honolulu, 
HI 96814; telephone: (808) 203–2500; fac-
simile: (808) 203–2599; e-mail: 
pidvms@noaa.gov. The business hours of 
the SAC for the purpose of this section 
are: Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m, 
Hawaii Standard Time. The contact in-
formation for the NOAA Office of Law 
Enforcement’s VMS Helpdesk for the 
purpose of this section is: telephone: 
(888) 219–9228; e-mail: 
ole.helpdesk@noaa.gov. The business 
hours of the VMS Helpdesk for the pur-
pose of this section are: Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holi-
days, 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., Eastern Time. 
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