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same fishing trip in contravention of 
§ 300.25(b)(4)(iii). 

(m) Fail to stow gear as required in 
§ 300.25(b)(4)(iv) or (f)(7). 

(n) Use a fishing vessel of class size 4– 
6 to fish with purse seine gear in the 
Convention Area in contravention of 
§ 300.25(f)(1), (f)(2), (f)(5), or (6). 

(o) Use a U.S. longline or purse seine 
fishing vessel used to fish for HMS 
within one nautical mile of an an-
chored data buoy while the fishing ves-
sel is in the Convention Area in con-
travention of § 300.25(g)(1). 

(p) Use a U.S. fishing vessel used for 
fishing for HMS, or any gear, equip-
ment, or watercraft deployed by such a 
fishing vessel, to interact with a data 
buoy in the Convention Area in con-
travention of § 300.25(g)(2). 

(q) Remove from the water a data 
buoy and place it on board or tow a 
data buoy with a U.S. fishing vessel 
used for fishing for HMS while the ves-
sel is in the Convention Area without 
authorization by the owner of the data 
buoy or the owner’s authorized rep-
resentative in contravention of 
§ 300.25(g)(3). 

(r) In the event of an entanglement of 
a data buoy with a U.S. fishing vessel, 
or its fishing gear, equipment, or asso-
ciated watercraft, used for fishing for 
HMS in the Convention Area, fail to 
promptly remove the data buoy with as 
little damage to the data buoy and its 
mooring and anchor lines as possible, 
in contravention of § 300.25(g)(4). 

(s) Fail to take all reasonable meas-
ures to avoid fishing gear entangle-
ment or interaction with drifting data 
buoys in contravention of § 300.25(g)(5). 

(t) Use a U.S. fishing vessel to fish 
for HMS in the Convention Area and 
retain onboard, transship, land, store, 
sell, or offer for sale any part or whole 
carcass of an oceanic whitetip shark 
(Carcharhinus longimanus) or fail to re-
lease unharmed, to the extent prac-
ticable, all oceanic whitetip sharks 
when brought alongside the vessel in 
contravention of § 300.25(e)(4). 

(u) Target or retain Pacific bluefin 
tuna in the IATTC Convention Area by 
any United States vessel engaged in 
commercial fishing after the dates 
specified by the Regional Administra-

tor’s notification of closure issued 
under § 300.25 (h). 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 29133, May 28, 1999; 64 FR 44430, Aug. 16, 
1999; 66 FR 49320, Sept. 27, 2001. Redesignated 
and amended at 69 FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004; 74 
FR 1620, Jan. 13, 2009; 74 FR 61051, Nov. 23, 
2009; 76 FR 68337, Nov. 4, 2011; 76 FR 68337, 
Nov. 4, 2011; 78 FR 33643, June 4, 2013] 

§ 300.25 Eastern Pacific fisheries man-
agement. 

(a) Notification of IATTC recommenda-
tions and resolutions. Fishery manage-
ment resolutions made by the IATTC 
and approved by the Department of 
State will be promulgated in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER via appropriate rule-
making. The publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER will summarize the 
fishery management resolutions and 
respond to any public comments re-
ceived by NMFS. 

(b) Tuna quotas in the longline fishery 
in the Convention Area. (1) Fishing sea-
sons for all tuna species begin on Janu-
ary 1 and end either on December 31 or 
when NMFS closes the fishery for a 
specific species. 

(2) For each of the calendar years 
2011, 2012, and 2013, there is a limit of 
500 metric tons of bigeye tuna that 
may be captured and landed by 
longline gear in the Convention Area 
by fishing vessels of the United States 
that are over 24 meters in overall 
length. 

(3) NMFS will monitor bigeye tuna 
landings with respect to the limit es-
tablished under paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section using data submitted in 
logbooks and other available informa-
tion. After NMFS determines that the 
limit in any year is expected to be 
reached by a specific future date, and 
at least 7 calendar days in advance of 
that date, NMFS will publish a notice 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER announcing 
that the limit has been reached and 
that the restrictions described in para-
graph (b)(4) of this section will be in ef-
fect through the end of the calendar 
year. 

(4) Once an announcement is made 
pursuant to paragraph (b)(3) of this sec-
tion, the following restrictions will 
apply during the period specified in the 
announcement: 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 15:29 Dec 13, 2013 Jkt 229237 PO 00000 Frm 00174 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\50\50V11.TXT ofr150 PsN: PC150



165 

Int’l. Fishing and Related Activities § 300.25 

(i) A fishing vessel of the United 
States over 24 meters in overall length 
may not be used to retain on board, 
transship, or land bigeye tuna captured 
by longline gear in the Convention 
Area, except as follows: 

(A) Any bigeye tuna already on board 
a fishing vessel upon the effective date 
of the prohibitions may be retained on 
board, transshipped, and/or landed, to 
the extent authorized by applicable 
laws and regulations, provided that 
they are landed within 14 days after 
the prohibitions become effective. 

(B) In the case of a vessel that has 
declared to NMFS, pursuant to 
§ 665.23(a) of this title, that the current 
trip type is shallow-setting, the 14-day 
limit is waived, but the number of big-
eye tuna retained on board, trans-
shipped, or landed must not exceed the 
number on board the vessel upon the 
effective date of the prohibitions, as re-
corded by the NMFS observer on board 
the vessel. 

(ii) Bigeye tuna caught by longline 
gear used on a vessel of the United 
States over 24 meters in overall length 
in the Convention Area may not be 
transshipped to a fishing vessel unless 
that fishing vessel is operated in com-
pliance with a valid permit issued 
under § 660.707 or § 665.21 of this title. 

(iii) A fishing vessel of the United 
States over 24 meters in overall length, 
other than a vessel for which a declara-
tion has been made to NMFS, pursuant 
to § 665.23(a) of this title, that the cur-
rent trip is shallow-setting, may not be 
used to fish in the Pacific Ocean using 
longline gear both inside and outside 
the Convention Area during the same 
fishing trip, with the exception of a 
fishing trip during which the prohibi-
tions were put into effect as announced 
under paragraph (b)(3) of this section. 

(iv) If a fishing vessel of the United 
States over 24 meters in overall 
length—other than a vessel for which a 
declaration has been made to NMFS, 
pursuant to § 665.23(a) of this title, that 
the current trip type is shallow-set-
ting—is used to fish in the Pacific 
Ocean using longline gear outside the 
Convention Area and the vessel enters 
the Convention Area at any time dur-
ing the same fishing trip, the longline 
gear on the fishing vessel must be 
stowed in a manner so as not to be 

readily available for fishing; specifi-
cally, the hooks, branch or dropper 
lines, and floats used to buoy the main-
line must be stowed and not available 
for immediate use, and any power-oper-
ated mainline hauler on deck must be 
covered in such a manner that it is not 
readily available for use. 

(c) Use of tender vessels. No person 
subject to these regulations may use a 
tender vessel in the Convention Area. 

(d) Transshipments at sea. No person 
subject to these regulations may trans-
ship purse seine-caught tuna from one 
vessel to another vessel at sea within 
the Convention Area. 

(e) Bycatch reduction measures. (1) As 
of January 1, 2012, bigeye, skipjack, 
and yellowfin tuna caught in the Con-
vention Area by a fishing vessel of the 
United States of class size 4–6 (more 
than 182 metric tons carrying capacity) 
using purse seine gear must be retained 
on board and landed, except for fish 
deemed unfit for human consumption 
for reasons other than size. This re-
quirement shall not apply to the last 
set of a trip if the available well capac-
ity is insufficient to accommodate the 
entire catch. 

(2) All purse seine vessels must re-
lease all sharks, billfishes, rays, 
mahimahi (dorado), and other non-tuna 
fish species, except those being re-
tained for consumption aboard the ves-
sel, as soon as practicable after being 
identified on board the vessel during 
the brailing operation. 

(3) All purse seine vessels must apply 
special sea turtle handling and release 
procedures, as follows: 

(i) Whenever a sea turtle is sighted in 
the net, a speedboat shall be stationed 
close to the point where the net is lift-
ed out of the water to assist in release 
of the turtle; 

(ii) If a turtle is entangled in the net, 
net roll shall stop as soon as the turtle 
comes out of the water and shall not 
resume until the turtle has been dis-
entangled and released; 

(iii) If, in spite of the measures taken 
under paragraphs (e)(3)(i) and (ii) of 
this section, a turtle is accidentally 
brought onboard the vessel alive and 
active, the vessel’s engine shall be dis-
engaged and the turtle shall be re-
leased as quickly as practicable; 
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(iv) If a turtle brought on board 
under paragraph (e)(3)(iii) of this sec-
tion is alive but comatose or inactive, 
the resuscitation procedures described 
in § 223.206(d)(1)(i)(B) of this title shall 
be used before release of the turtle. 

(4) The crew, operator, or owner of a 
fishing vessel of the United States used 
to fish for HMS in the Convention Area 
shall be prohibited from retaining on-
board, transshipping, landing, storing, 
selling, or offering for sale any part or 
whole carcass of an oceanic whitetip 
shark (Carcharhinus longimanus) and 
must release unharmed, to the extent 
practicable, all oceanic whitetip sharks 
when brought alongside the vessel. 

(f) Purse seine closures in the Conven-
tion Area. (1) A fishing vessel of the 
United States of class size 4–6 (more 
than 182 metric tons carrying capacity) 
may not be used to fish with purse 
seine gear in the Convention Area for 
62 days in each of the years 2011, 2012, 
and 2013 during one of the following 
two periods: 

(i) From 0000 hours on July 29 to 2400 
hours on September 18, or 

(ii) From 0000 hours on November 18 
to 2400 hours on January 18 of the fol-
lowing year. 

(2) For 2011, all U.S. purse seine ves-
sels subject to the requirements under 
paragraph (f)(1) of this section shall ad-
here to the closure period under para-
graph (f)(1)(ii) of this section. 

(3) A vessel owner of a vessel that is 
subject to the requirements under 
paragraph (f)(1) of this section must in 
2012 and 2013 provide written notifica-
tion to the Regional Administrator de-
claring which one of the two closure 
periods identified in paragraph (f)(1) of 
this section to which his or her vessel 
will adhere in that year. This written 
notification must be submitted by fax 
at (562) 980–4047 or mail (see § 300.21 of 
this chapter) and must be received no 
later than July 1 in each of the years 
2012 and 2013. The written notification 
must include the vessel name and reg-
istration number, the closure dates 
that will be adhered to by that vessel, 
and the vessel owner or managing own-
er’s name, signature, business address, 
and business telephone number. 

(4) If written notification is not sub-
mitted per paragraph (f)(3) of this sec-
tion for a vessel subject to the require-

ments under paragraph (f)(1) of this 
section, that vessel must adhere to the 
closure period under paragraph (f)(1)(ii) 
of this section. 

(5) A vessel of class size 4 (182 to 272 
metric tons carrying capacity) may 
make one fishing trip of up to 30 days 
duration during the specified closure 
period, provided that the vessel carries 
an observer of the On-Board Observer 
Program of the Agreement on the 
International Dolphin Conservation 
Program during the entire fishing trip. 

(6) A fishing vessel of the United 
States of class size 4–6 (more than 182 
metric tons carrying capacity) may not 
be used from 0000 hours on September 
29 to 2400 hours on October 29 in the 
years 2012 and 2013 to fish with purse 
seine gear within the area bounded at 
the east and west by 96° and 110° W. 
longitude and bounded at the north and 
south by 4° N. and 3° S. latitude. 

(7) At all times while a vessel is in a 
Closed Area established under para-
graphs (f)(1) or (f)(6) of this section, the 
fishing gear of the vessel must be 
stowed in a manner as not to be readily 
available for fishing. In particular, the 
boom must be lowered as far as pos-
sible so that the vessel cannot be used 
for fishing, but so that the skiff is ac-
cessible for use in emergency situa-
tions; the helicopter, if any, must be 
tied down; and launches must be se-
cured. 

(g) Restrictions on fishing in proximity 
to data buoys. (1) A longline or purse 
seine fishing vessel of the United 
States may not be used to fish for HMS 
within one nautical mile of an an-
chored data buoy in the Convention 
Area. The one-nautical-mile distance 
shall be measured from the data buoy 
to the nearest portion of the fishing 
vessel or items associated with the 
fishing vessel, such as gear or 
watercraft deployed by the fishing ves-
sel, to the data buoy. This prohibition 
shall not apply if and when the fishing 
vessel is operated as part of a scientific 
research program that has received 
specific authorization by the IATTC or 
is conducting work on behalf of the 
IATTC. 

(2) A fishing vessel of the United 
States used to fish for HMS, or any 
fishing gear, equipment, or watercraft 
deployed by such a fishing vessel, may 
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not be used to interact with a data 
buoy while the fishing vessel is in the 
Convention Area. Interact with a data 
buoy means to engage in conduct that 
could impair the functioning of a data 
buoy through actions that include but 
that are not limited to the following: 
encircling the buoy with fishing gear; 
tying up to or attaching the vessel, or 
any fishing gear, part or portion of the 
fishing vessel, including equipment 
such as watercraft, to a data buoy or 
its mooring; or cutting a data buoy an-
chor line. 

(3) A vessel operator, crew member, 
or other persons on board a fishing ves-
sel of the United States that is used to 
fish for HMS may not remove a data 
buoy or any parts thereof from the 
water and place it on board the fishing 
vessel or tow a data buoy when in the 
Convention Area unless authorized to 
do so by the owner of the data buoy or 
an authorized representative or agent 
of the owner. When practicable, ad-
vance written authorization must be 
available onboard a U.S. fishing vessel 
that has taken on board or tows a data 
buoy. In all other cases, a written doc-
ument (e.g., fax, email) verifying the 
authorization must be obtained by the 
vessel owner or operator within 15 days 
of landing. 

(4) In the event that a fishing vessel 
of the United States that is used to fish 
for HMS or any of its fishing gear, 
equipment, or associated watercraft, 
becomes entangled with a data buoy 
while the fishing vessel is in the Con-
vention Area, the owner and operator 
of the fishing vessel must promptly re-
move the entangled fishing vessel, fish-
ing gear, equipment, or associated 
watercraft with as little damage to the 
data buoy and its mooring and anchor 
lines as possible. 

(5) A vessel operator, crew member, 
or other persons on board a fishing ves-
sel of the United States that is used to 
fish for HMS must take all reasonable 
measures to avoid fishing gear entan-
glement or interaction with drifting 
data buoys. 

(h) Bluefin tuna commercial catch limits 
in the eastern Pacific Ocean. (1) After 
the dates specified in a notice pub-
lished by Regional Administrator in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER, a United States 
vessel engaged in commercial fishing 

may not target or retain bluefin tuna 
in the Convention Area for the remain-
der of the calendar year. NMFS will 
publish such a notice prohibiting fur-
ther targeting and retention of Pacific 
bluefin tuna on the projected dates for 
the remainder of 2013 when 3,295 metric 
tons or more have been harvested in 
2013 by the commercial fishing vessels 
of all IATTC member countries and co-
operating non-member countries. This 
prohibition will not be effective unless 
and until the annual commercial har-
vest of Pacific bluefin tuna by the 
United States fleet has reached 500 
metric tons. 

(2) [Reserved] 

[64 FR 44431, Aug. 16, 1999, as amended at 66 
FR 49320, Sept. 27, 2001. Redesignated at 69 
FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004; 74 FR 1620, Jan. 13, 
2009; 74 FR 61051, Nov. 23, 2009; 76 FR 68338, 
Nov. 4, 2011; 76 FR 68338, Nov. 4, 2011; 78 FR 
33643, June 4, 2013] 

Subpart D—South Pacific Tuna 
Fisheries 

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 973–973r. 

§ 300.30 Purpose and scope. 
This subpart implements the South 

Pacific Tuna Act of 1988 (Act) and the 
Treaty on Fisheries Between the Gov-
ernments of Certain Pacific Island 
States and the Government of the 
United States of America (Treaty) and 
applies to persons and vessels subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

§ 300.31 Definitions. 
In addition to the terms defined in 

§ 300.2, in the Act, and in the Treaty, 
and unless the context requires other-
wise, the terms used in this subpart 
have the following meanings. If a term 
is defined differently in § 300.2, the Act, 
or the Treaty, the definition in this 
section shall apply. 

Administrator means the individual or 
organization designated by the Pacific 
Island Parties to act on their behalf 
under the Treaty and notified to the 
United States. 

Applicable national law means any of 
the laws of Pacific Island Parties in the 
following table and any regulations or 
other instruments having the force of 
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