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Int’l. Fishing and Related Activities § 300.31 

not be used to interact with a data 
buoy while the fishing vessel is in the 
Convention Area. Interact with a data 
buoy means to engage in conduct that 
could impair the functioning of a data 
buoy through actions that include but 
that are not limited to the following: 
encircling the buoy with fishing gear; 
tying up to or attaching the vessel, or 
any fishing gear, part or portion of the 
fishing vessel, including equipment 
such as watercraft, to a data buoy or 
its mooring; or cutting a data buoy an-
chor line. 

(3) A vessel operator, crew member, 
or other persons on board a fishing ves-
sel of the United States that is used to 
fish for HMS may not remove a data 
buoy or any parts thereof from the 
water and place it on board the fishing 
vessel or tow a data buoy when in the 
Convention Area unless authorized to 
do so by the owner of the data buoy or 
an authorized representative or agent 
of the owner. When practicable, ad-
vance written authorization must be 
available onboard a U.S. fishing vessel 
that has taken on board or tows a data 
buoy. In all other cases, a written doc-
ument (e.g., fax, email) verifying the 
authorization must be obtained by the 
vessel owner or operator within 15 days 
of landing. 

(4) In the event that a fishing vessel 
of the United States that is used to fish 
for HMS or any of its fishing gear, 
equipment, or associated watercraft, 
becomes entangled with a data buoy 
while the fishing vessel is in the Con-
vention Area, the owner and operator 
of the fishing vessel must promptly re-
move the entangled fishing vessel, fish-
ing gear, equipment, or associated 
watercraft with as little damage to the 
data buoy and its mooring and anchor 
lines as possible. 

(5) A vessel operator, crew member, 
or other persons on board a fishing ves-
sel of the United States that is used to 
fish for HMS must take all reasonable 
measures to avoid fishing gear entan-
glement or interaction with drifting 
data buoys. 

(h) Bluefin tuna commercial catch limits 
in the eastern Pacific Ocean. (1) After 
the dates specified in a notice pub-
lished by Regional Administrator in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER, a United States 
vessel engaged in commercial fishing 

may not target or retain bluefin tuna 
in the Convention Area for the remain-
der of the calendar year. NMFS will 
publish such a notice prohibiting fur-
ther targeting and retention of Pacific 
bluefin tuna on the projected dates for 
the remainder of 2013 when 3,295 metric 
tons or more have been harvested in 
2013 by the commercial fishing vessels 
of all IATTC member countries and co-
operating non-member countries. This 
prohibition will not be effective unless 
and until the annual commercial har-
vest of Pacific bluefin tuna by the 
United States fleet has reached 500 
metric tons. 

(2) [Reserved] 

[64 FR 44431, Aug. 16, 1999, as amended at 66 
FR 49320, Sept. 27, 2001. Redesignated at 69 
FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004; 74 FR 1620, Jan. 13, 
2009; 74 FR 61051, Nov. 23, 2009; 76 FR 68338, 
Nov. 4, 2011; 76 FR 68338, Nov. 4, 2011; 78 FR 
33643, June 4, 2013] 

Subpart D—South Pacific Tuna 
Fisheries 

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 973–973r. 

§ 300.30 Purpose and scope. 
This subpart implements the South 

Pacific Tuna Act of 1988 (Act) and the 
Treaty on Fisheries Between the Gov-
ernments of Certain Pacific Island 
States and the Government of the 
United States of America (Treaty) and 
applies to persons and vessels subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

§ 300.31 Definitions. 
In addition to the terms defined in 

§ 300.2, in the Act, and in the Treaty, 
and unless the context requires other-
wise, the terms used in this subpart 
have the following meanings. If a term 
is defined differently in § 300.2, the Act, 
or the Treaty, the definition in this 
section shall apply. 

Administrator means the individual or 
organization designated by the Pacific 
Island Parties to act on their behalf 
under the Treaty and notified to the 
United States. 

Applicable national law means any of 
the laws of Pacific Island Parties in the 
following table and any regulations or 
other instruments having the force of 
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