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Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.12 

(A) Packaged, headless fish fillets 
that have the skin attached and are 
frozen or refrigerated; 

(B) Headless fish fillets that have the 
skin attached and are held in brine; or 

(C) Small pieces no larger than 3 in3 
(7.6 cm3) or strips no larger than 3 
inches by 9 inches (7.6 cm by 22.9 cm) 
that have the skin attached and are 
frozen, refrigerated, or held in brine. 

(ii) Paragraph (c)(1)(i) of this section 
notwithstanding, a finfish or part 
thereof possessed in or landed from the 
Gulf EEZ or Caribbean EEZ that is sub-
sequently sold or purchased as a finfish 
species, rather than as bait, is not bait. 

(2) Legal-sized finfish possessed for 
consumption at sea on the harvesting 
vessel are exempt from the require-
ment to have head and fins intact, pro-
vided— 

(i) Such finfish do not exceed any ap-
plicable bag limit; 

(ii) Such finfish do not exceed 1.5 lb 
(680 g) of finfish parts per person 
aboard; and 

(iii) The vessel is equipped to cook 
such finfish on board. 

(d) The operator of a vessel that 
fishes in the EEZ is responsible for en-
suring that fish on that vessel in the 
EEZ are maintained intact and, if 
taken from the EEZ, are maintained 
intact through offloading ashore, as 
specified in this section. 

§ 622.11 Bag and possession limits— 
general applicability. 

This section describes the general ap-
plicability provisions for bag and pos-
session limits specified in subparts B 
through V of this part. 

(a) Applicability. (1) The bag and pos-
session limits apply for species/species 
groups in or from the EEZ. Unless spec-
ified otherwise, bag limits apply to a 
person on a daily basis, regardless of 
the number of trips in a day. Unless 
specified otherwise, possession limits 
apply to a person on a trip after the 
first 24 hours of that trip. The bag and 
possession limits apply to a person who 
fishes in the EEZ in any manner, ex-
cept a person aboard a vessel in the 
EEZ that has on board the commercial 
vessel permit required under this part 
for the appropriate species/species 
group. The possession of a commercial 
vessel permit notwithstanding, the bag 

and possession limits apply when the 
vessel is operating as a charter vessel 
or headboat. A person who fishes in the 
EEZ may not combine a bag limit spec-
ified in subparts B through V of this 
part with a bag or possession limit ap-
plicable to state waters. A species/spe-
cies group subject to a bag limit speci-
fied in subparts B through V of this 
part taken in the EEZ by a person sub-
ject to the bag limits may not be trans-
ferred at sea, regardless of where such 
transfer takes place, and such fish may 
not be transferred in the EEZ. The op-
erator of a vessel that fishes in the 
EEZ is responsible for ensuring that 
the bag and possession limits specified 
in subparts B through V of this part 
are not exceeded. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.12 Annual catch limits (ACLs) 
and accountability measures (AMs) 
for Caribbean island management 
areas/Caribbean EEZ. 

(a) If landings from a Caribbean is-
land management area, as specified in 
Appendix E to this part, except for 
landings of queen conch (see 
§ 622.491(b)), or landings from the Carib-
bean EEZ for tilefish and aquarium 
trade species, are estimated by the 
SRD to have exceeded the applicable 
ACL, as specified in paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section for Puerto Rico manage-
ment area species or species groups, 
paragraph (a)(2) of this section for St. 
Croix management area species or spe-
cies groups, paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion for St. Thomas/St. John manage-
ment area species or species groups, or 
paragraph (a)(4) of this section for the 
Caribbean EEZ, the AA will file a noti-
fication with the Office of the Federal 
Register, at or near the beginning of 
the following fishing year, to reduce 
the length of the fishing season for the 
applicable species or species groups 
that year by the amount necessary to 
ensure landings do not exceed the ap-
plicable ACL. If NMFS determines the 
ACL for a particular species or species 
group was exceeded because of en-
hanced data collection and monitoring 
efforts instead of an increase in total 
catch of the species or species group, 
NMFS will not reduce the length of the 
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