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(iii) Golden crab middle zone access 
area B is bounded by rhumb lines con-
necting, in order, the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

Origin ......... 25°49′10″ 80°00′38″ 
1 ................. 25°48′30″ 80°00′23″ 
2 ................. 25°46′42″ 79°59′14″ 
3 ................. 25°27′28″ 80°02′26″ 
4 ................. 25°24′06″ 80°01′44″ 
5 ................. 25°21′04″ 80°01′27″ 
6 ................. 25°21′04″ 79°58′12″ 
7 ................. 25°23′25″ 79°58′19″ 
8 ................. 25°32′52″ 79°54′48″ 
9 ................. 25°36′58″ 79°54′46″ 
10 ............... 25°37′20″ 79°56′20″ 
11 ............... 25°49′11″ 79°56′00″ 
Origin ......... 25°49′10″ 80°00′38″ 

(iv) Golden crab middle zone access 
area C is bounded by— 

(A) Rhumb lines connecting, in order, 
the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

Origin ......... 25°33′32″ 79°42′18″ 
1 ................. 25°33′32″ 79°47′14″ 
2 ................. 25°21′04″ 79°53′45″ 
3 ................. 25°21′04″ 79°42′04″ 

(B) The outer boundary of the EEZ in 
a northerly direction from Point 3 to 
the Origin. 

(v) Golden crab southern zone access 
area is bounded by— 

(A) Rhumb lines connecting, in order, 
the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

Origin ......... 24°14′07″ 80°53′27″ 
1 ................. 24°13′46″ 81°04′54″ 
2 ................. 24°10′55″ 80°58′11″ 

(B) The outer boundary of the EEZ in 
a northerly direction from Point 2 to 
the Origin. 

§ 622.225 Harvest limitations. 
(a) Aquacultured live rock. In the 

South Atlantic EEZ: 
(1) Aquacultured live rock may be 

harvested only under a permit, as re-
quired under § 622.220(a)(3), and 
aquacultured live rock on a site may be 
harvested only by the person, or his or 
her employee, contractor, or agent, 
who has been issued the aquacultured 
live rock permit for the site. A person 
harvesting aquacultured live rock is 
exempt from the prohibition on taking 
prohibited coral for such prohibited 
coral as attaches to aquacultured live 
rock. 

(2) The following restrictions apply 
to individual aquaculture activities: 

(i) No aquaculture site may exceed 1 
acre (0.4 ha) in size. 

(ii) Material deposited on the aqua-
culture site— 

(A) May not be placed over naturally 
occurring reef outcrops, limestone 
ledges, coral reefs, or vegetated areas. 

(B) Must be free of contaminants. 
(C) Must be nontoxic. 
(D) Must be placed on the site by 

hand or lowered completely to the bot-
tom under restraint, that is, not al-
lowed to fall freely. 

(E) Must be placed from a vessel that 
is anchored. 

(F) Must be geologically distinguish-
able from the naturally occurring sub-
strate and, in addition, may be indeli-
bly marked or tagged. 

(iii) A minimum setback of at least 
50 ft (15.2 m) must be maintained from 
natural vegetated or hard bottom habi-
tats. 

(3) Mechanically dredging or drilling, 
or otherwise disturbing, aquacultured 
live rock is prohibited, and 
aquacultured live rock may be har-
vested only by hand. 

(4) The following activities are also 
prohibited: Chipping of aquacultured 
live rock in the EEZ, possession of 
chipped aquacultured live rock in or 
from the EEZ, removal of allowable 
octocoral or prohibited coral from 
aquacultured live rock in or from the 
EEZ, and possession of prohibited coral 
not attached to aquacultured live rock 
or allowable octocoral, while 
aquacultured live rock is in possession. 
See the definition of ‘‘Allowable 
octocoral’’ for clarification of the dis-
tinction between allowable octocoral 
and live rock. For the purposes of this 
paragraph (a)(4), chipping means 
breaking up reefs, ledges, or rocks into 
fragments, usually by means of a chisel 
and hammer. 

(5) Not less than 24 hours prior to 
harvest of aquacultured live rock, the 
owner or operator of the harvesting 
vessel must provide the following in-
formation to the NMFS Office for Law 
Enforcement, Southeast Region, St. 
Petersburg, FL, by telephone (727–824– 
5344): 

(i) Permit number of site to be har-
vested and date of harvest. 
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(ii) Name and official number of the 
vessel to be used in harvesting. 

(iii) Date, port, and facility at which 
aquacultured live rock will be landed. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.226 Restrictions on sale/pur-
chase. 

(a) South Atlantic wild live rock. Wild 
live rock in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ may not be sold or purchased. The 
prohibition on sale or purchase does 
not apply to wild live rock from the 
South Atlantic EEZ that was harvested 
and landed prior to January 1, 1996. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.227 Adjustment of management 
measures. 

In accordance with the framework 
procedures of the FMP for Coral, Coral 
Reefs, and Live/Hard Bottom Habitats 
of the South Atlantic Region, the RA 
may establish or modify the following: 

(a) South Atlantic coral, coral reefs, 
and live/hard bottom habitats. Defini-
tions of essential fish habitat and es-
sential fish habitat HAPCs or Coral 
HAPCs. 

(b) [Reserved] 

Subpart L—Golden Crab Fishery of 
the South Atlantic Region 

§ 622.240 Permits. 
(a) Commercial vessel permits. For a 

person aboard a vessel to fish for gold-
en crab in the South Atlantic EEZ, 
possess golden crab in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ, off-load golden 
crab from the South Atlantic EEZ, or 
sell golden crab in or from the South 
Atlantic EEZ, a commercial vessel per-
mit for golden crab must be issued to 
the vessel and must be on board. It is a 
rebuttable presumption that a golden 
crab on board a vessel in the South At-
lantic or off-loaded from a vessel in a 
port adjoining the South Atlantic was 
harvested from the South Atlantic 
EEZ. See § 622.241 for limitations on the 
use, transfer, and renewal of a commer-
cial vessel permit for golden crab. 

(b) Dealer permits and conditions—(1) 
Permits. For a dealer to receive South 
Atlantic golden crab harvested from 
the South Atlantic EEZ, a dealer per-
mit for South Atlantic golden crab, re-

spectively, must be issued to the deal-
er. 

(2) State license and facility require-
ments. To obtain a dealer permit, the 
applicant must have a valid state 
wholesaler’s license in the state(s) 
where the dealer operates, if required 
by such state(s), and must have a phys-
ical facility at a fixed location in such 
state(s). 

(c) Permit procedures. See § 622.4 for in-
formation regarding general permit 
procedures including, but not limited 
to application, fees, duration, transfer, 
renewal, display, sanctions and denials, 
and replacement. 

§ 622.241 South Atlantic golden crab 
controlled access. 

(a) General. In accordance with the 
procedures specified in the Fishery 
Management Plan for the Golden Crab 
Fishery of the South Atlantic Region, 
initial commercial vessel permits have 
been issued for the fishery. All permits 
in the fishery are issued on a fishing- 
year (calendar-year) basis. No addi-
tional permits may be issued except for 
the northern zone as follows: 

(1) The RA will issue up to two new 
vessel permits for the northern zone. 
Selection will be made from the list of 
historical participants in the South At-
lantic golden crab fishery. Such list 
was used at the October 1995 meeting of 
the South Atlantic Fishery Manage-
ment Council and was prioritized based 
on pounds of golden crab landed, with-
out reference to a specific zone. Indi-
viduals on the list who originally re-
ceived permits will be deleted from the 
list. 

(2) The RA will offer in writing an op-
portunity to apply for a permit for the 
northern zone to the individuals high-
est on the list until two individuals ac-
cept and apply in a timely manner. An 
offer that is not accepted within 30 
days after it is received will no longer 
be valid. 

(3) An application for a permit from 
an individual who accepts the RA’s 
offer must be received by the RA no 
later than 30 days after the date of the 
individual’s acceptance. Application 
forms are available from the RA. 

(4) A vessel permit for the northern 
zone issued under paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section, and any successor permit, 
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