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§ 622.38 Bag and possession limits. 
(a) Additional applicability provisions 

for Gulf reef fish. (1) Section 622.11(a) 
provides the general applicability for 
bag and possession limits. However, 
§ 622.11(a) notwithstanding, bag and 
possession limits also apply for Gulf 
reef fish in or from the EEZ to a person 
aboard a vessel that has on board a 
commercial permit for Gulf reef fish— 

(i) When trawl gear or entangling net 
gear is on board. A vessel is considered 
to have trawl gear on board when trawl 
doors and a net are on board. Removal 
from the vessel of all trawl doors or all 
nets constitutes removal of trawl gear. 

(ii) When a longline or buoy gear is 
on board and the vessel is fishing or 
has fished on a trip in the reef fish 
longline and buoy gear restricted area 
specified in § 622.35(c). A vessel is con-
sidered to have a longline on board 
when a power-operated longline hauler, 
a cable of diameter and length suitable 
for use in the longline fishery, and 
gangions are on board. Removal of any 
one of these three elements, in its en-
tirety, constitutes removal of a 
longline. 

(iii) For a species/species group when 
its quota has been reached and closure 
has been effected, provided that no 
commercial quantities of Gulf reef fish, 
i.e., Gulf reef fish in excess of applica-
ble bag/possession limits, are on board 
as specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this 
section. 

(iv) When the vessel has on board or 
is tending any trap other than a stone 
crab trap or a spiny lobster trap. 

(2) A person aboard a vessel that has 
a Federal commercial vessel permit for 
Gulf reef fish and commercial quan-
tities of Gulf reef fish, i.e., Gulf reef 
fish in excess of applicable bag/posses-
sion limits, may not possess Gulf reef 
fish caught under a bag limit. 

(b) Bag limits—(1) Greater amberjack— 
1. However, no greater amberjack may 
be retained by the captain or crew of a 
vessel operating as a charter vessel or 
headboat. The bag limit for such cap-
tain and crew is zero. 

(2) Groupers, combined, excluding goli-
ath grouper and Nassau grouper—4 per 
person per day, but not to exceed 1 
speckled hind or 1 warsaw grouper per 
vessel per day, or 2 gag per person per 
day. However, no grouper may be re-

tained by the captain or crew of a ves-
sel operating as a charter vessel or 
headboat. The bag limit for such cap-
tain and crew is zero. 

(3) Red snapper—2. However, no red 
snapper may be retained by the captain 
or crew of a vessel operating as a char-
ter vessel or headboat. The bag limit 
for such captain and crew is zero. 

(4) Snappers, combined, excluding red, 
lane, and vermilion snapper—10. 

(5) Gulf reef fish, combined, excluding 
those specified in paragraphs (b)(1) 
through (b)(4) and paragraphs (b)(6) 
through (b)(7) of this section—20. In addi-
tion, within the 20-fish aggregate reef 
fish bag limit, no more than 2 fish may 
be gray triggerfish and no more than 10 
fish may be vermilion snapper. 

(6) Banded rudderfish and lesser 
amberjack, combined—5. 

(7) Hogfish—5. 
(c) Possession limits. A person, or a 

vessel in the case of speckled hind or 
Warsaw grouper, on a trip that spans 
more than 24 hours may possess no 
more than two daily bag limits, pro-
vided such trip is on a vessel that is op-
erating as a charter vessel or headboat, 
the vessel has two licensed operators 
aboard, and each passenger is issued 
and has in possession a receipt issued 
on behalf of the vessel that verifies the 
length of the trip. 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78 
FR 46822, Aug. 2, 2013] 

§ 622.39 Quotas. 
See § 622.8 for general provisions re-

garding quota applicability and closure 
and reopening procedures. This section, 
provides quotas and specific quota clo-
sure restrictions for Gulf reef fish. 

(a) Gulf reef fish—(1) Commercial 
quotas. The following quotas apply to 
persons who fish under commercial ves-
sel permits for Gulf reef fish, as re-
quired under § 622.20(a)(1). 

(i) Commercial quota for red snapper— 
5.610 million lb (1.957 million kg), round 
weight. 

(ii) Deep-water groupers (DWG) have 
a combined quota, as specified in para-
graphs (a)(1)(ii)(A) through (E) of this 
section. These quotas are specified in 
gutted weight, that is eviscerated, but 
otherwise whole. 

(A) For fishing year 2012—1.127 mil-
lion lb (0.511 million kg). 
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(B) For fishing year 2013—1.118 mil-
lion lb (0.507 million kg). 

(C) For fishing year 2014—1.110 mil-
lion lb (0.503 million kg). 

(D) For fishing year 2015—1.101 mil-
lion lb (0.499 million kg). 

(E) For fishing year 2016 and subse-
quent fishing years—1.024 million lb 
(0.464 million kg). 

(iii) Shallow-water groupers (SWG) 
have separate quotas for gag and red 
grouper and a combined quota for other 
shallow-water grouper (Other SWG) 
species (including black grouper, 
scamp, yellowfin grouper, and 
yellowmouth grouper), as specified in 
paragraphs (a)(1)(iii)(A) through (C) of 
this section. These quotas are specified 
in gutted weight, that is, eviscerated 
but otherwise whole. 

(A) Other SWG combined. (1) For fish-
ing year 2012—509,000 lb (230,879 kg). 

(2) For fishing year 2013—518,000 lb 
(234,961 kg). 

(3) For fishing year 2014—523,000 lb 
(237,229 kg). 

(4) For fishing year 2015 and subse-
quent fishing years—525,000 lb (238,136 
kg). 

(B) Gag. (1) For fishing year 2012— 
0.567 million lb (0.257 million kg). 

(2) For fishing year 2013—0.708 mil-
lion lb (0.321 million kg). 

(3) For fishing year 2014—0.835 mil-
lion lb (0.378 million kg). 

(4) For fishing year 2015 and subse-
quent fishing years—0.939 million lb 
(0.426 million kg). 

(C) Red grouper. (1) For fishing year 
2012—5.37 million lb (2.37 million kg). 

(2) For fishing year 2013—5.53 million 
lb (2.44 million kg). 

(3) For fishing year 2014—5.63 million 
lb (2.51 million kg). 

(4) For fishing year 2015 and subse-
quent fishing years—5.72 million lb 
(2.59 million kg). 

(iv) Tilefishes (including goldface 
tilefish, blueline tilefish, and tilefish)— 
582,000 lb (263,991 kg), gutted weight, 
that is, eviscerated but otherwise 
whole. 

(v) Greater amberjack—409,000 lb 
(185,519 kg), round weight. 

(vi) Gray triggerfish—60,900 lb (27,624 
kg), round weight. 

(2) Recreational quotas. The following 
quotas apply to persons who fish for 
Gulf reef fish other than under com-

mercial vessel permits for Gulf reef 
fish and the applicable commercial 
quotas specified in paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section. 

(i) Recreational quota for red snapper— 
5.390 million lb (1.880 million kg), round 
weight. 

(ii) Recreational quota for greater 
amberjack. The recreational quota for 
greater amberjack is 1,130,000 lb (512,559 
kg), round weight. 

(b) Restrictions applicable after a com-
mercial quota closure. (1) If the rec-
reational fishery for the indicated spe-
cies is open, the bag and possession 
limits specified in § 622.38(b) and (c) 
apply to all harvest or possession in or 
from the Gulf EEZ of the indicated spe-
cies, and the sale or purchase of the in-
dicated species taken from the Gulf 
EEZ is prohibited. In addition, the bag 
and possession limits for red snapper, 
when applicable, apply on board a ves-
sel for which a commercial permit for 
Gulf reef fish has been issued, as re-
quired under § 622.20(a)(1), without re-
gard to where such red snapper were 
harvested. The application of bag lim-
its described in this paragraph (b)(1) 
notwithstanding, bag limits of Gulf 
reef fish may not be possessed on board 
a vessel with commercial quantities of 
Gulf reef fish, i.e., Gulf reef fish in ex-
cess of applicable bag/possession limits, 
on board, as specified in § 622.38(a)(2). 
The prohibition on sale/purchase dur-
ing a closure for Gulf reef fish does not 
apply to Gulf reef fish that were har-
vested, landed ashore, and sold prior to 
the effective date of the closure and 
were held in cold storage by a dealer or 
processor. 

(2) If the recreational fishery for the 
indicated species is closed, all harvest 
or possession in or from the Gulf EEZ 
of the indicated species is prohibited. 

(c) Restrictions applicable after a rec-
reational quota closure—(1) After closure 
of the recreational quota for red snapper. 
The bag and possession limit for red 
snapper in or from the Gulf EEZ is 
zero. 

(2) After closure of the recreational 
quota for greater amberjack. The bag and 
possession limit for greater amberjack 
in or from the Gulf EEZ is zero. 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78 
FR 27087, May 9, 2013; 78 FR 57318, Sept. 18, 
2013] 
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