Fishery Conservation and Management
person (other than an authorized officer) aboard the spiny lobster trap owner’s vessel, or aboard another vessel if
such vessel has on board written consent of the trap owner, or if the trap
owner is aboard and has documentation
verifying his identification number and
color code. An owner’s written consent
must specify the time period such consent is effective and the trap owner’s
gear identification number and color
code.
§ 622.452 Prohibited gear and methods.
Also see § 622.9 for additional prohibited gear and methods that apply more
broadly to multiple fisheries or in
some cases all fisheries.
(a) Spears and hooks. A spear, hook,
or similar device may not be used in
the Caribbean EEZ to harvest a Caribbean spiny lobster. The possession of a
speared, pierced, or punctured Caribbean spiny lobster in or from the Caribbean EEZ is prima facie evidence of violation of this section.
(b) Gillnets and trammel nets in the
Caribbean EEZ. A gillnet or trammel
net may not be used in the Caribbean
EEZ to fish for Caribbean spiny lobster. Possession of a gillnet or trammel
net and any Caribbean spiny lobster in
or from the Caribbean EEZ is prima
facie evidence of violation of this paragraph (b). A gillnet or trammel net
used in the Caribbean EEZ to fish for
any other species must be tended at all
times.
§ 622.453 Prohibition on harvest of
egg-bearing spiny lobster.
(a) Egg-bearing spiny lobster in the
Caribbean EEZ must be returned to the
water unharmed. An egg-bearing spiny
lobster may be retained in a trap, provided the trap is returned immediately
to the water. An egg-bearing spiny lobster may not be stripped, scraped,
shaved, clipped, or in any other manner
molested, in order to remove the eggs.
(b) [Reserved]
§ 622.454 Minimum size limit.
(a) The minimum size limit for Caribbean spiny lobster is 3.5 inches (8.9 cm),
carapace length.
(b) A spiny lobster not in compliance
with its size limit, as specified in this
section, in or from the Caribbean EEZ,

§ 622.458
may not be possessed, sold, or purchased and must be released immediately with a minimum of harm. The
operator of a vessel that fishes in the
EEZ is responsible for ensuring that
spiny lobster on board are in compliance with the size limit specified in
this section.
§ 622.455 Landing spiny lobster intact.
(a) A Caribbean spiny lobster in or
from the Caribbean EEZ must be maintained with head and carapace intact.
(b) The operator of a vessel that
fishes in the EEZ is responsible for ensuring that spiny lobster on that vessel
in the EEZ are maintained intact and,
if taken from the EEZ, are maintained
intact through offloading ashore, as
specified in this section.
§ 622.456 Bag limits.
(a) Applicability. Section 622.11(a) provides the general applicability for bag
and
possession
limits.
However,
§ 622.11(a)(1) notwithstanding, the bag
limit of paragraph (b) of this section
does not apply to a person who has a
valid commercial fishing license issued
by Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands.
(b) Bag limit. The bag limit for spiny
lobster in or from the Caribbean EEZ is
3 per person per day, not to exceed 10
per vessel per day, whichever is less.
§ 622.457 Annual catch limits (ACLs),
annual catch targets (ACTs), and
accountability measures (AMs).
See § 622.12 for applicable ACLs and
AMs.
§ 622.458 Caribbean spiny lobster import prohibitions.
(a) Minimum size limits for imported
spiny lobster. There are two minimum
size limits that apply to importation of
spiny lobster into the United States—
one that applies any place subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States
other than Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands, and a more restrictive minimum size limit that applies to Puerto
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
(1) No person may import a Caribbean spiny lobster with less than a 6ounce (170-gram) tail weight into Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands. For
the purposes of paragraph (a) of this
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