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permit not renewed immediately upon 
its expiration would expire at the end 
of the operator’s birth month that is 
between 2 and 3 years after issuance. 
For renewal, a new application must be 
submitted in accordance with para-
graph (a)(2) of this section. 

(h) Display. A vessel permit, license, 
or endorsement issued under this part 
622 must be carried on board the vessel. 
A dealer permit issued under this part 
622, or a copy thereof, must be avail-
able on the dealer’s premises. In addi-
tion, a copy of the dealer’s permit must 
accompany each vehicle that is used to 
pick up from a fishing vessel reef fish 
harvested from the Gulf EEZ. A Gulf 
IFQ dealer endorsement must accom-
pany each vehicle that is used to pick 
up Gulf IFQ red snapper and/or Gulf 
IFQ groupers and tilefishes. The oper-
ator of a vessel must present the vessel 
permit, license, or endorsement for in-
spection upon the request of an author-
ized officer. A dealer or a vehicle oper-
ator must present the permit or a copy 
for inspection upon the request of an 
authorized officer. An operator of a 
vessel in a fishery in which an operator 
permit is required must present his/her 
operator permit and one other form of 
personal identification that includes a 
picture (driver’s license, passport, etc.) 
for inspection upon the request of an 
authorized officer. 

(i) Sanctions and denials. (1) A permit, 
license, or endorsement issued pursu-
ant to this part 622 may be revoked, 
suspended, or modified, and a permit, 
license, or endorsement application 
may be denied, in accordance with the 
procedures governing enforcement-re-
lated permit sanctions and denials 
found at subpart D of 15 CFR part 904. 

(2) A person whose operator permit is 
suspended, revoked, or modified may 
not be aboard any fishing vessel sub-
ject to Federal fishing regulations in 
any capacity, if so sanctioned by 
NOAA, while the vessel is at sea or off-
loading. The vessel’s owner and oper-
ator are responsible for compliance 
with this measure. A list of operators 
whose permits are revoked or sus-
pended may be obtained from the RA. 

(j) Alteration. A permit, license, or en-
dorsement that is altered, erased, or 
mutilated is invalid. 

(k) Replacement. A replacement per-
mit, license, or endorsement may be 
issued. An application for a replace-
ment permit, license, or endorsement 
is not considered a new application. An 
application for a replacement operator 
permit must include two new photo-
graphs, as specified in paragraph 
(a)(2)(ii) of this section. 

§ 622.5 Recordkeeping and reporting— 
general. 

This section contains recordkeeping 
and reporting requirements that are 
broadly applicable, as specified, to 
most or all fisheries governed by this 
part. Additional recordkeeping and re-
porting requirements specific to each 
fishery are contained in the respective 
subparts B through V of this part. 

(a) Collection of additional data and 
fish inspection. In addition to data re-
quired to be reported as specified in 
subparts B through V of this part, addi-
tional data will be collected by author-
ized statistical reporting agents and by 
authorized officers. A person who fishes 
for or possesses species in or from the 
EEZ governed in this part is required 
to make the applicable fish or parts 
thereof available for inspection by the 
SRD or an authorized officer on re-
quest. 

(b) Commercial vessel, charter vessel, 
and headboat inventory. The owner or 
operator of a commercial vessel, char-
ter vessel, or headboat operating in a 
fishery governed in this part who is not 
selected to report by the SRD under 
the recordkeeping and reporting re-
quirements in subparts B through V of 
this part must provide the following in-
formation when interviewed by the 
SRD: 

(1) Name and official number of ves-
sel and permit number, if applicable. 

(2) Length and tonnage. 
(3) Current home port. 
(4) Fishing areas. 
(5) Ports where fish were offloaded 

during the last year. 
(6) Type and quantity of gear. 
(7) Number of full- and part-time 

fishermen or crew members. 

§ 622.6 Vessel identification. 

This section does not apply to sub-
part R of this part, which has its own 
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specific vessel identification require-
ments in § 622.402. 

(a) Applicability—(1) Official number. A 
vessel for which a permit has been 
issued under subparts B through V of 
this part except for subpart R, and a 
vessel that fishes for or possesses pe-
lagic sargassum in the South Atlantic 
EEZ, must display its official number— 

(i) On the port and starboard sides of 
the deckhouse or hull and, for vessels 
over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an appro-
priate weather deck, so as to be clearly 
visible from an enforcement vessel or 
aircraft. 

(ii) In block arabic numerals perma-
nently affixed to or painted on the ves-
sel in contrasting color to the back-
ground. 

(iii) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in 
height for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) 
long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in 
height for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) 
long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in 
height for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long or 
less. 

(2) Official number and color code. The 
following vessels must display their of-
ficial number as specified in paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section and, in addition, 
must display their assigned color code: 
A vessel for which a permit has been 
issued to fish with a sea bass pot, as re-
quired under § 622.170(a)(1); a vessel in 
the commercial Caribbean reef fish 
fishery fishing with traps; and a vessel 
in the Caribbean spiny lobster fishery. 
Color codes required for the Caribbean 
reef fish fishery and Caribbean spiny 
lobster fishery are assigned by Puerto 
Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands, which-
ever is applicable; color codes required 
in all other fisheries are assigned by 
the RA. The color code must be dis-
played— 

(i) On the port and starboard sides of 
the deckhouse or hull and, for vessels 
over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an appro-
priate weather deck, so as to be clearly 
visible from an enforcement vessel or 
aircraft. 

(ii) In the form of a circle perma-
nently affixed to or painted on the ves-
sel. 

(iii) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in di-
ameter for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) 
long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in di-
ameter for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) 
long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in 

diameter for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long or 
less. 

(b) Duties of operator. The operator of 
a vessel specified in paragraph (a) of 
this section must keep the official 
number and the color code, if applica-
ble, clearly legible and in good repair 
and must ensure that no part of the 
fishing vessel, its rigging, fishing gear, 
or any other material on board ob-
structs the view of the official number 
or the color code, if applicable, from an 
enforcement vessel or aircraft. 

§ 622.7 Fishing years. 

The fishing year for species or species 
groups governed in this part is January 
1 through December 31 except for the 
following: 

(a) Allowable octocoral—October 1 
through September 30. 

(b) King and Spanish mackerel. The 
fishing year for the king and Spanish 
mackerel bag limits specified in 
§ 622.382 is January 1 through December 
31. The following fishing years apply 
only for the king and Spanish mackerel 
quotas specified in § 622.384: 

(1) Gulf migratory group king mack-
erel—July 1 through June 30. 

(2) Gulf migratory group Spanish mack-
erel—April through March. 

(3) South Atlantic migratory group king 
and Spanish mackerel—March through 
February. 

(c) Wreckfish—April 16 through April 
15. 

(d) South Atlantic greater amberjack— 
May 1 through April 30. 

(e) South Atlantic black sea bass—June 
1 through May 31. 

§ 622.8 Quotas—general. 

(a) Quotas apply for the fishing year 
for each species or species group, un-
less accountability measures are im-
plemented during the fishing year pur-
suant to the applicable annual catch 
limits and accountability measures 
sections of subparts B through V of 
this part due to a quota overage occur-
ring the previous year, in which case a 
reduced quota will be specified through 
notification in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 
Annual quota increases are contingent 
on the total allowable catch for the ap-
plicable species not being exceeded in 
the previous fishing year. If the total 
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