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(iii) A minimum setback of at least 
50 ft (15.2 m) must be maintained from 
natural vegetated or hard bottom habi-
tats. 

(3) Mechanically dredging or drilling, 
or otherwise disturbing, aquacultured 
live rock is prohibited, and 
aquacultured live rock may be har-
vested only by hand. 

(4) Not less than 24 hours prior to 
harvest of aquacultured live rock, the 
owner or operator of the harvesting 
vessel must provide the following in-
formation to the NMFS Office for Law 
Enforcement, Southeast Region, St. 
Petersburg, FL, by telephone (727–824– 
5344): 

(i) Permit number of site to be har-
vested and date of harvest. 

(ii) Name and official number of the 
vessel to be used in harvesting. 

(iii) Date, port, and facility at which 
aquacultured live rock will be landed. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.76 Restrictions on sale/purchase. 
(a) Gulf wild live rock. Wild live rock 

in or from the Gulf EEZ may not be 
sold or purchased. The prohibition on 
sale or purchase does not apply to wild 
live rock from the Gulf EEZ that was 
harvested and landed prior to January 
1, 1997. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.77 Adjustment of management 
measures. 

In accordance with the framework 
procedures of the FMP for Coral and 
Coral Reefs of the Gulf of Mexico, the 
RA may establish or modify the fol-
lowing: 

(a) Gulf coral resources. For a species 
or species group: reporting and moni-
toring requirements, permitting re-
quirements, bag and possession limits 
(including a bag limit of zero), size lim-
its, vessel trip limits, closed seasons or 
areas and reopenings, annual catch 
limits (ACLs), annual catch targets 
(ACTs), quotas (including a quota of 
zero), accountability measures (AMs), 
MSY (or proxy), OY, TAC, management 
parameters such as overfished and 
overfishing definitions, gear restric-
tions (ranging from regulation to com-
plete prohibition), gear markings and 
identification, vessel markings and 
identification, allowable biological 

catch (ABC) and ABC control rules, re-
building plans, sale and purchase re-
strictions, transfer at sea provisions, 
and restrictions relative to conditions 
of harvested corals. 

(b) [Reserved] 

Subpart E—Red Drum Fishery of 
the Gulf of Mexico 

§ 622.90 Recordkeeping and reporting. 
(a) Dealers. A dealer or processor who 

purchases red drum harvested from the 
Gulf who is selected to report by the 
SRD must report to the SRD such in-
formation as the SRD may request and 
in the form and manner as the SRD 
may require. The information required 
to be submitted must include, but is 
not limited to, the following: 

(1) Dealer’s or processor’s name and 
address. 

(2) State and county where red drum 
were landed. 

(3) Total poundage of red drum re-
ceived during the reporting period, by 
each type of gear used for harvest. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.91 Prohibited species. 
(a) General. The harvest and posses-

sion restrictions of this section apply 
without regard to whether the species 
is harvested by a vessel operating 
under a commercial vessel permit. The 
operator of a vessel that fishes in the 
EEZ is responsible for the limit appli-
cable to that vessel. 

(b) Red drum. Red drum may not be 
harvested or possessed in or from the 
Gulf EEZ. Such fish caught in the Gulf 
EEZ must be released immediately 
with a minimum of harm. 

§ 622.92 Adjustment of management 
measures. 

In accordance with the framework 
procedures of the FMP for the Red 
Drum Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico, 
the RA may establish or modify the 
following items: 

(a) Reporting and monitoring re-
quirements, permitting requirements, 
bag and possession limits (including a 
bag limit of zero), size limits, vessel 
trip limits, closed seasons or areas and 
reopenings, annual catch limits 
(ACLs), annual catch targets (ACTs), 
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quotas (including a quota of zero), ac-
countability measures (AMs), MSY (or 
proxy), OY, TAC, management param-
eters such as overfished and over-
fishing definitions, gear restrictions 
(ranging from regulation to complete 
prohibition), gear markings and identi-
fication, vessel markings and identi-
fication, ABC and ABC control rules, 
rebuilding plans, sale and purchase re-
strictions, transfer at sea provisions, 
and restrictions relative to conditions 
of harvested fish (maintaining fish in 
whole condition, use as bait). 

(b) [Reserved] 

Subparts F–H [Reserved] 

Subpart I—Snapper-Grouper Fish-
ery of the South Atlantic Re-
gion 

§ 622.170 Permits and endorsements. 
(a) Commercial vessel permits—(1) South 

Atlantic snapper-grouper. For a person 
aboard a vessel to be eligible for ex-
emption from the bag limits for South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper in or from 
the South Atlantic EEZ, to sell South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper in or from 
the South Atlantic EEZ, to engage in 
the directed fishery for golden tilefish 
in the South Atlantic EEZ, to use a 
longline to fish for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper in the South Atlantic 
EEZ, or to use a sea bass pot in the 
South Atlantic EEZ between 35°15.19′ 
N. lat. (due east of Cape Hatteras 
Light, NC) and 28°35.1′ N. lat. (due east 
of the NASA Vehicle Assembly Build-
ing, Cape Canaveral, FL), either a com-
mercial vessel permit for South Atlan-
tic Unlimited Snapper-Grouper Permit 
or a trip-limited permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper must have been 
issued to the vessel and must be on 
board. A vessel with a trip-limited 
commercial permit is limited on any 
trip to 225 lb (102.1 kg) of snapper- 
grouper. See § 622.171 for limitations on 
the use, transfer, and renewal of a com-
mercial vessel permit for South Atlan-
tic snapper-grouper. 

(2) Wreckfish. For a person aboard a 
vessel to be eligible for exemption from 
the bag limit for wreckfish in or from 
the South Atlantic EEZ, to fish under 
a quota for wreckfish in or from the 

South Atlantic EEZ, or to sell 
wreckfish in or from the South Atlan-
tic EEZ, a commercial vessel permit 
for wreckfish and a commercial permit 
for South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
must have been issued to the vessel and 
must be on board. To obtain a commer-
cial vessel permit for wreckfish, the 
applicant must be a wreckfish share-
holder; and either the shareholder 
must be the vessel owner or the owner 
or operator must be an employee, con-
tractor, or agent of the shareholder. 
(See § 622.172 for information on 
wreckfish shareholders.) 

(b) Charter vessel/headboat permits—(1) 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper. For a 
person aboard a vessel that is oper-
ating as a charter vessel or headboat to 
fish for or possess, in or from the EEZ, 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper, a 
valid charter vessel/headboat permit 
for South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
must have been issued to the vessel and 
must be on board. A charter vessel or 
headboat may have both a charter ves-
sel/headboat permit and a commercial 
vessel permit. However, when a vessel 
is operating as a charter vessel or 
headboat, a person aboard must adhere 
to the bag limits. See the definitions of 
‘‘Charter vessel’’ and ‘‘Headboat’’ in 
§ 622.2 for an explanation of when ves-
sels are considered to be operating as a 
charter vessel or headboat, respec-
tively. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(c) Dealer permits and conditions—(1) 

Permits. For a dealer to receive South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper or wreckfish 
harvested from the South Atlantic 
EEZ, a dealer permit for South Atlan-
tic snapper-grouper or wreckfish, re-
spectively, must be issued to the deal-
er. 

(2) State license and facility require-
ments. To obtain a dealer permit or en-
dorsement, the applicant must have a 
valid state wholesaler’s license in the 
state(s) where the dealer operates, if 
required by such state(s), and must 
have a physical facility at a fixed loca-
tion in such state(s). 

(d) Permit procedures. See § 622.4 for 
information regarding general permit 
procedures including, but not limited 
to application, fees, duration, transfer, 
renewal, display, sanctions and denials, 
and replacement. 
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