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(e) The grant awards approved under
the RFPs shall be for the upcoming 3
fishing years, unless the Council iden-
tifies new/different research priorities
during the interim years and decides to
publish a second RFP. Proposals to
fund research that would start prior to,
or that would end after the fishing
year, are not eligible for consideration.
The RSA must be utilized in the same
fishing year in which it was distributed
(i.e., RSA and compensation trips can-
not be rolled over into future years).
However, the money generated from
the RSA may be rolled over into, or
used to fund research in future years,
consistent with the multi-year pro-
posal.

(f) Whenever possible, research pro-
posals shall be reviewed and approved
prior to the publication of final quota
specifications for the upcoming fishing
years. In the event that the approved
proposals do not make use of any or all
of the set-asides, the unutilized portion
of the set-aside shall be reallocated
back to its respective management
area(s) when the final specifications
are published. If there is unutilized set-
aside available, NMFS, at the request
of the Council, could publish another
RFP for either the second or third
years of the 3-year specifications. In
this case, NMFS shall release the un-
utilized portion of the RSA back to its
respective management area(s) for the
first year of the specifications and any
other year that yields unutilized set-
aside after an additional RFP is pub-
lished. The Council also may decide
not to publish another RFP, in which
case NMFS may release the unutilized
portion of the set-aside back to its re-
spective management area(s) for all 3
fishing years covered by the specifica-
tions.

(g) If a proposal is approved, but a
final award is not made by NMF'S, or if
NMFS determines that the allocated
RSA cannot be utilized by a project,
NMF'S shall reallocate the unallocated
or unused amount of the RSA to the re-
spective sub-ACL, in accordance with
the APA, provided that the RSA can be
available for harvest before the end of
the fishing year for which the RSA is
specified.

(h) Any RSA reallocated under para-
graphs (f) and (g) of this section may
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not be used solely as compensation for
research.

(i) Researchers may apply for the use
of more than one herring RAS alloca-
tion for individual research projects,
and may request that the set-aside be
collected separately from the research
trip or as part of the research trip. The
research compensation trips do not
necessarily have to be conducted by
the same vessel, but must be conducted
in the management area from which
the set-aside was derived.

(j) No more than 50 percent of the al-
located set-aside may be taken before
the research begins. If a research
project is terminated for any reason
prior to completion, any funds col-
lected from the catch sold to pay for
research expenses must be refunded to
U.S. Treasury.

(k) NMF'S shall provide authorization
of the research activities to specific
vessels by letter of acknowledgement,
letter of authorization, or Exempted
Fishing Permit issued by the Regional
Administrator, which must be kept on
board the vessel.

(1) Upon completion of herring re-
search projects approved under this
part, researchers must provide the
Council and NMFS with a report of re-
search findings, which must include: A
detailed description of methods of data
collection and analysis; a discussion of
results and any relevant conclusions
presented in a format that is under-
standable to a non-technical audience;
and a detailed final accounting of all
funds used to conduct the herring re-
search.

[72 FR 11277, Mar. 12, 2007, as amended at 76
FR 11381, Mar. 2, 2011]

Subpart L—Management Meas-
ures for the Spiny Dodfish Fish-
ery

SOURCE: 65 FR 1570, Jan. 11, 2000, unless
otherwise noted.

§648.230 Spiny dogfish Annual Catch
Limits (ACLs).

(a) The Spiny Dogfish Monitoring
Committee shall recommend to the
Joint Spiny Dogfish Committee, an
ACL for the commercial spiny dogfish
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fishery, which shall equal to the do-
mestic ABC (i.e., the ABC minus Cana-
dian catch) recommended by the SSC
as specified in §648.20.

(1) Periodicity. The spiny dogfish ACL
may be established on an annual basis
for up to 5 years at a time, dependent
on whether the SSC provides single or
multiple-year ABC recommendations.

(2) [Reserved]

(b) Performance review. The Spiny
Dogfish Monitoring Committee shall
conduct a detailed review of fishery
performance relative to the ACL at
least every b years.

(1) If an ACL is exceeded with a fre-
quency greater than 25 percent (i.e.,
more than once in 4 years or any 2 con-
secutive years), the Spiny Dogfish
Monitoring Committee will review
fishery performance information and
make recommendations to the Coun-
cils for changes in measures intended
to ensure ACLs are not exceeded as fre-
quently.

(2) The Councils may specify more
frequent or more specific ACL perform-
ance review criteria as part of a stock
rebuilding plan following a determina-
tion that the spiny dogfish stock has
become overfished.

(3) Performance reviews shall not
substitute for annual reviews that
occur to ascertain if prior year ACLs
have been exceeded, but may be con-
ducted in conjunction with such re-
views.

[76 FR 60642, Sept. 29, 2011]

§648.231 Spiny dogfish Annual Catch
Target (ACT) and Total Allowable
Level of Landings (TAL).

(a) The Spiny Dogfish Monitoring
Committee shall identify and review
the relevant sources of management
uncertainty to recommend an ACT and
a TAL for the fishery as part of the
spiny dogfish specification process
specified in §648.232. The Spiny Dogfish
Monitoring Committee recommenda-
tions shall identify the specific sources
of management uncertainty that were
considered, technical approaches to
mitigating these sources of uncer-
tainty, domestic commercial and rec-
reational discards, and any additional
relevant information considered in the
ACT and TAL recommendation proc-
ess.

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-13 Edition)

(1) The ACT shall be identified as less
than or equal to the ACL.

(2) The Spiny Dogfish Monitoring
Committee shall recommend a TAL to
the Joint Spiny Dogfish Committee,
which accounts for domestic commer-
cial and recreational discards (ACT
minus domestic dead discards). The
TAL is equivalent to the annual
coastwide commercial quota.

(b) Periodicity. The TAL may be es-
tablished on an annual basis for up to
5 years at a time, dependent on wheth-
er the SSC provides single or multiple
year ABC recommendations.

(c) Performance review. The Spiny
Dogfish Monitoring Committee shall
conduct a detailed review of fishery
performance relative to TALs in con-
junction with any ACL performance re-
view, as outlined in §648.230(b).

[76 FR 60642, Sept. 29, 2011]

§648.232 Spiny dogfish specifications.

(a) Commercial quota and other speci-
fication measures. The Spiny Dogfish
Monitoring Committee shall rec-
ommend to the Joint Spiny Dogfish
Committee a TAL (i.e., annual
coastwide commercial quota) and any
other measures, including those in
paragraphs (a)(1) through (7) of this
section, that are necessary to ensure
that the commercial ACL will not be
exceeded in any fishing year (May 1-
April 30), for a period of 1-5 fishing
years. The measures that may be rec-
ommended include, but are not limited
to:

(1) Minimum or maximum fish sizes;

(2) Seasons;

(3) Mesh size restrictions;

(4) Trip limits;

(5) [Reserved]

(6) Other gear restrictions; and

(7) Changes to AMs and ACT control
rules.

(b) Joint Spiny Dogfish Committee rec-
ommendation. The Councils’ Joint
Spiny Dogfish Committee shall review
the recommendations of the Spiny
Dogfish Monitoring Committee. Based
on these recommendations and any
public comments, the Joint Spiny
Dogfish Committee shall recommend
to the Councils a TAL, and possibly
other measures, including those speci-
fied in paragraphs (a)(1) through (7) of
this section, necessary to ensure that
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