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(5) Access. Allow observer(s) free and 
unobstructed access to the vessel’s 
bridge, trawl or working decks, holding 
bins, processing areas, freezer spaces, 
weight scales, cargo holds, and any 
other space that may be used to hold, 
process, weigh, or store fish or fish 
products at any time. 

(6) Prior notification. Notify ob-
server(s) at least 15 minutes before fish 
are brought on board, or fish and fish 
products are transferred from the ves-
sel, to allow sampling the catch or ob-
serving the transfer, unless the ob-
server specifically requests not to be 
notified. 

(7) Records. Allow observer(s) to in-
spect and copy any state or Federal 
logbook maintained voluntarily or as 
required by regulation. 

(8) Assistance. Provide all other rea-
sonable assistance to enable ob-
server(s) to carry out their duties, in-
cluding, but not limited to: 

(i) Measuring decks, codends, and 
holding bins. 

(ii) Providing the observer(s) with a 
safe work area. 

(iii) Collecting bycatch when re-
quested by the observer(s). 

(iv) Collecting and carrying baskets 
of fish when requested by the ob-
server(s). 

(v) Allowing the observer(s) to col-
lect biological data and samples. 

(vi) Providing adequate space for 
storage of biological samples. 

(f) Sample station—(1) Observer sam-
pling station. This paragraph contains 
the requirements for observer sampling 
stations. The vessel owner must pro-
vide an observer sampling station that 
complies with this section so that the 
observer can carry out required duties. 

(i) Accessibility. The observer sam-
pling station must be available to the 
observer at all times. 

(ii) Location. The observer sampling 
station must be located within 4 m of 
the location from which the observer 
samples unsorted catch. Unobstructed 
passage must be provided between the 
observer sampling station and the loca-
tion where the observer collects sample 
catch. 

(2) [Reserved] 

[75 FR 60897, Oct. 1, 2010, as amended at 77 FR 
55158, Sept. 7, 2012] 

§ 660.219 Fixed gear identification and 
marking. 

(a) Gear identification. (1) Limited 
entry fixed gear (longline, trap or pot) 
must be marked at the surface and at 
each terminal end, with a pole, flag, 
light, radar reflector, and a buoy. 

(2) A buoy used to mark fixed gear 
must be marked with a number clearly 
identifying the owner or operator of 
the vessel. The number may be either: 

(i) If required by applicable state law, 
the vessel’s number, the commercial 
fishing license number, or buoy brand 
number; or 

(ii) The vessel documentation num-
ber issued by the USCG, or, for an un-
documented vessel, the vessel registra-
tion number issued by the state. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 660.220 Fixed gear fishery—crossover 
provisions. 

The crossover provisions listed at 
§ 660.60(h)(7), apply to vessels fishing in 
the limited entry fixed gear fishery. 

[76 FR 74746, Dec. 1, 2011] 

§ 660.230 Fixed gear fishery—manage-
ment measures. 

(a) General. Most species taken in 
limited entry fixed gear (longline and 
pot/trap) fisheries will be managed 
with cumulative trip limits (see trip 
limits in Tables 2 (North) and 2 (South) 
of this subpart), size limits (see 
§ 660.60(h)(5)), seasons (see trip limits in 
Tables 2 (North) and 2 (South) of this 
subpart and sablefish primary season 
details in § 660.231), gear restrictions 
(see paragraph (b) of this section), and 
closed areas (see paragraph (d) of this 
section and §§ 660.70 through 660.79). 
Cowcod retention is prohibited in all 
fisheries, and groundfish vessels oper-
ating south of Point Conception must 
adhere to CCA restrictions (see para-
graph (d)(10) of this section and 
§ 660.70). Yelloweye rockfish and canary 
rockfish retention is prohibited in the 
limited entry fixed gear fisheries. Reg-
ulations governing and tier limits for 
the limited entry, fixed gear sablefish 
primary season north of 36° N. lat. are 
found in § 660.231. Vessels not partici-
pating in the sablefish primary season 
are subject to daily or weekly sablefish 
limits in addition to cumulative limits 
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for each cumulative limit period. Only 
one sablefish landing per week may be 
made in excess of the daily trip limit 
and, if the vessel chooses to make a 
landing in excess of that daily trip 
limit, then that is the only sablefish 
landing permitted for that week. The 
trip limit for black rockfish caught 
with hook-and-line gear also applies, 
see § 660.230(e). The trip limits in Table 
2 (North) and Table 2 (South) of this 
subpart apply to vessels participating 
in the limited entry groundfish fixed 
gear fishery and may not be exceeded. 
Federal commercial groundfish regula-
tions are not intended to supersede any 
more restrictive state commercial 
groundfish regulations relating to fed-
erally-managed groundfish. 

(b) Gear restrictions—(1) Longline and 
pot or trap gear are authorized in the 
limited entry fixed gear fishery, pro-
viding the gear is in compliance with 
the restrictions set forth in this sec-
tion, and gear marking requirements 
described in § 660.219 of this subpart. 

(2) Vessels participating in the lim-
ited entry fixed gear fishery may also 
fish with open access gear subject to 
the gear restrictions at § 660.330(b), sub-
part F, but will be subject to the most 
restrictive trip limits for the gear used 
as specified at § 660.60(h)(7), subpart C. 

(3) Limited entry fixed gear 
(longline, trap or pot gear) must be at-
tended at least once every 7 days. 

(4) Traps or pots must have bio-
degradable escape panels constructed 
with 21 or smaller untreated cotton 
twine in such a manner that an open-
ing at least 8 inches (20.3 cm) in diame-
ter results when the twine deterio-
rates. 

(c) Sorting Requirements. (1) In addi-
tion to the requirements at § 660.12(a)(8) 
the States of Washington, Oregon, and 
California may also require that ves-
sels record their landings as sorted on 
their state landing receipts. 

(2) For limited entry fixed gear ves-
sels, the following species must be sort-
ed: 

(i) Coastwide—widow rockfish, ca-
nary rockfish, darkblotched rockfish, 
yelloweye rockfish, shortbelly rock-
fish, black rockfish, blue rockfish, 
minor nearshore rockfish, minor shelf 
rockfish, minor slope rockfish, 
shortspine and longspine thornyhead, 

Dover sole, arrowtooth flounder, 
petrale sole, starry flounder, English 
sole, other flatfish, lingcod, sablefish, 
Pacific cod, spiny dogfish, other fish, 
longnose skate, and Pacific whiting; 

(ii) North of 40°10′ N. lat.—POP, 
yellowtail rockfish, cabezon (Oregon 
and California); 

(iii) South of 40°10′ N. lat.—minor 
shallow nearshore rockfish, minor 
deeper nearshore rockfish, California 
scorpionfish, chilipepper, bocaccio, 
splitnose rockfish, Pacific sanddabs, 
cowcod, bronzespotted rockfish, 
blackgill rockfish and cabezon. 

(d) Groundfish conservation areas ap-
plicable to limited entry fixed gear vessels. 
A GCA, a type of closed area, is a geo-
graphic area defined by coordinates ex-
pressed in degrees of latitude and lon-
gitude. The latitude and longitude co-
ordinates of the GCA boundaries are 
specified at §§ 660.70 through 660.74, sub-
part C. A vessel that is authorized by 
this paragraph to fish within a GCA 
(e.g. fishing for ‘‘other flatfish’’ using 
no more than 12 hooks, ‘‘Number 2’’ or 
smaller), may not simultaneously have 
other gear on board the vessel that is 
unlawful to use for fishing within the 
GCA. The following GCAs apply to ves-
sels participating in the limited entry 
fixed gear fishery. 

(1) North coast recreational yelloweye 
rockfish conservation area. The latitude 
and longitude coordinates of the North 
Coast Recreational Yelloweye Rockfish 
Conservation Area (YRCA) boundaries 
are specified at § 660.70, subpart C. The 
North Coast Recreational YRCA is des-
ignated as an area to be avoided (a vol-
untary closure) by commercial fixed 
gear fishers. 

(2) North coast commercial yelloweye 
rockfish conservation area. The latitude 
and longitude coordinates of the North 
Coast Commercial Yelloweye Rockfish 
Conservation Area (YRCA) boundaries 
are specified at § 660.70, subpart C. Fish-
ing with limited entry fixed gear is 
prohibited within the North Coast 
Commercial YRCA. It is unlawful to 
take and retain, possess, or land 
groundfish taken with limited entry 
fixed gear within the North Coast Com-
mercial YRCA. Limited entry fixed 
gear vessels may transit through the 
North Coast Commercial YRCA with or 
without groundfish on board. 
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(3) South coast recreational yelloweye 
rockfish conservation area. The latitude 
and longitude coordinates of the South 
Coast Recreational Yelloweye Rockfish 
Conservation Area (YRCA) boundaries 
are specified at § 660.70, subpart C. The 
South Coast Recreational YRCA is des-
ignated as an area to be avoided (a vol-
untary closure) by commercial fixed 
gear fishers. 

(4) Westport offshore recreational 
YRCA. The latitude and longitude co-
ordinates that define the Westport Off-
shore Recreational YRCA boundaries 
are specified at § 660.70, subpart C. The 
Westport Offshore Recreational YRCA 
is designated as an area to be avoided 
(a voluntary closure) by commercial 
fixed gear fishers. 

(5) Point St. George YRCA. The lati-
tude and longitude coordinates of the 
Point St. George YRCA boundaries are 
specified at § 660.70, subpart C. Fishing 
with limited entry fixed gear is prohib-
ited within the Point St. George 
YRCA, on dates when the closure is in 
effect. It is unlawful to take and re-
tain, possess, or land groundfish taken 
with limited entry fixed gear within 
the Point St. George YRCA, on dates 
when the closure is in effect. The clo-
sure is not in effect at this time. This 
closure may be imposed through 
inseason adjustment. Limited entry 
fixed gear vessels may transit through 
the Point St. George YRCA, at any 
time, with or without groundfish on 
board. 

(6) South Reef YRCA. The latitude and 
longitude coordinates of the South 
Reef YRCA boundaries are specified at 
§ 660.70, subpart C. Fishing with limited 
entry fixed gear is prohibited within 
the South Reef YRCA, on dates when 
the closure is in effect. It is unlawful 
to take and retain, possess, or land 
groundfish taken with limited entry 
fixed gear within the South Reef 
YRCA, on dates when the closure is in 
effect. The closure is not in effect at 
this time. This closure may be imposed 
through inseason adjustment. Limited 
entry fixed gear vessels may transit 
through the South Reef YRCA, at any 
time, with or without groundfish on 
board. 

(7) Reading Rock YRCA. The latitude 
and longitude coordinates of the Read-
ing Rock YRCA boundaries are speci-

fied at § 660.70, subpart C. Fishing with 
limited entry fixed gear is prohibited 
within the Reading Rock YRCA, on 
dates when the closure is in effect. It is 
unlawful to take and retain, possess, or 
land groundfish taken with limited 
entry fixed gear within the Reading 
Rock YRCA, on dates when the closure 
is in effect. The closure is not in effect 
at this time. This closure may be im-
posed through inseason adjustment. 
Limited entry fixed gear vessels may 
transit through the Reading Rock 
YRCA, at any time, with or without 
groundfish on board. 

(8) Point Delgada (North) YRCA. The 
latitude and longitude coordinates of 
the Point Delgada (North) YRCA 
boundaries are specified at § 660.70, sub-
part C. Fishing with limited entry 
fixed gear is prohibited within the 
Point Delgada (North) YRCA, on dates 
when the closure is in effect. It is un-
lawful to take and retain, possess, or 
land groundfish taken with limited 
entry fixed gear within the Point 
Delgada (North) YRCA, on dates when 
the closure is in effect. The closure is 
not in effect at this time. This closure 
may be imposed through inseason ad-
justment. Limited entry fixed gear ves-
sels may transit through the Point 
Delgada (North) YRCA, at any time, 
with or without groundfish on board. 

(9) Point Delgada (South) YRCA. The 
latitude and longitude coordinates of 
the Point Delgada (South) YRCA 
boundaries are specified at § 660.70, sub-
part C. Fishing with limited entry 
fixed gear is prohibited within the 
Point Delgada (South) YRCA, on dates 
when the closure is in effect. It is un-
lawful to take and retain, possess, or 
land groundfish taken with limited 
entry fixed gear within the Point 
Delgada (South) YRCA, on dates when 
the closure is in effect. The closure is 
not in effect at this time. This closure 
may be imposed through inseason ad-
justment. Limited entry fixed gear ves-
sels may transit through the Point 
Delgada (South) YRCA, at any time, 
with or without groundfish on board. 

(10) Cowcod Conservation Areas. The 
latitude and longitude coordinates of 
the Cowcod Conservation Areas (CCAs) 
boundaries are specified at § 660.70, sub-
part C. It is unlawful to take and re-
tain, possess, or land groundfish within 
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the CCAs, except for species authorized 
in this paragraph caught according to 
gear requirements in this paragraph, 
when those waters are open to fishing. 
Commercial fishing vessels may transit 
through the Western CCA with their 
gear stowed and groundfish on board 
only in a corridor through the Western 
CCA bounded on the north by the lati-
tude line at 33°00.50′ N. lat., and bound-
ed on the south by the latitude line at 
32°59.50′ N. lat. Fishing with limited 
entry fixed gear is prohibited within 
the CCAs, except as follows: 

(i) Fishing for ‘‘other flatfish’’ is per-
mitted within the CCAs under the fol-
lowing conditions: When using no more 
than 12 hooks, ‘‘Number 2’’ or smaller, 
which measure no more than 11 mm 
(0.44 inches) point to shank, and up to 
two 1-lb (0.45 kg) weights per line; and 
provided a valid declaration report as 
required at § 660.13(d), subpart C, has 
been filed with NMFS OLE. 

(ii) Fishing for rockfish and lingcod 
is permitted shoreward of the 20 fm (37 
m) depth contour within the CCAs 
when trip limits authorize such fishing, 
and provided a valid declaration report 
as required at § 660.13(d), subpart C, has 
been filed with NMFS OLE. 

(11) Nontrawl Rockfish Conservation 
Areas (RCA). The nontrawl RCAs are 
closed areas, defined by specific lati-
tude and longitude coordinates (speci-
fied at §§ 660.70 through 660.74, subpart 
C) designed to approximate specific 
depth contours, where fishing for 
groundfish with nontrawl gear is pro-
hibited. Boundaries for the nontrawl 
RCA throughout the year are provided 
in the header to Table 2 (North) and 
Table 2 (South) of this subpart and 
may be modified by NMFS inseason 
pursuant to § 660.60(c), subpart C. 

(i) It is unlawful to operate a vessel 
with limited entry nontrawl gear in 
the nontrawl RCA, except for the pur-
pose of continuous transit, or when the 
use of limited entry nontrawl gear is 
authorized in this section. It is unlaw-
ful to take and retain, possess, or land 
groundfish taken with limited entry 
nontrawl gear within the nontrawl 
RCA, unless otherwise authorized in 
this section. 

(ii) Limited entry nontrawl vessels 
may transit through the nontrawl 
RCA, with or without groundfish on 

board, provided all groundfish nontrawl 
gear is stowed either: Below deck; or if 
the gear cannot readily be moved, in a 
secured and covered manner, detached 
from all lines, so that it is rendered un-
usable for fishing. 

(iii) The nontrawl RCA restrictions 
in this section apply to vessels reg-
istered to limited entry fixed gear per-
mits fishing for species other than 
groundfish with nontrawl gear on trips 
where groundfish species are retained. 
Unless otherwise authorized in this 
section, a vessel may not retain any 
groundfish taken on a fishing trip for 
species other than groundfish that oc-
curs within the nontrawl RCA. If a ves-
sel fishes in a non-groundfish fishery in 
the nontrawl RCA, it may not partici-
pate in any fishing for groundfish on 
that trip that is prohibited within the 
nontrawl RCA. [For example, if a ves-
sel fishes in the salmon troll fishery 
within the RCA, the vessel cannot on 
the same trip fish in the sablefish fish-
ery outside of the RCA.] 

(iv) It is lawful to fish within the 
nontrawl RCA with limited entry fixed 
gear only under the following condi-
tions: when fishing for ‘‘other flatfish’’ 
off California (between 42° N. lat. south 
to the U.S./Mexico border) using no 
more than 12 hooks, ‘‘Number 2’’ or 
smaller, which measure no more than 
11 mm (0.44 inches) point to shank, and 
up to two 1-lb (0.91 kg) weights per line 
when trip limits authorize such fishing, 
provided a valid declaration report as 
required at § 660.13(d), subpart C, has 
been filed with NMFS OLE. 

(12) Farallon Islands. Under California 
law, commercial fishing for all ground-
fish is prohibited between the shoreline 
and the 10 fm (18 m) depth contour 
around the Farallon Islands. An excep-
tion to this prohibition is that com-
mercial fishing for ‘‘other flatfish’’ is 
permitted around the Farallon Islands 
using no more than 12 hooks, ‘‘Number 
2’’ or smaller, which measure no more 
than 11 mm (0.44 inches) point to 
shank, and up to two 1-lb (0.45-kg) 
weights per line. (See Table 2 (South) of 
this subpart.) For a definition of the 
Farallon Islands, see § 660.70, subpart C. 

(13) Cordell Banks. Commercial fish-
ing for groundfish is prohibited in wa-
ters of depths less than 100 fm (183 m) 
around Cordell Banks, as defined by 
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specific latitude and longitude coordi-
nates at § 660.70, subpart C. An excep-
tion to this prohibition is that com-
mercial fishing for ‘‘other flatfish’’ is 
permitted around Cordell Banks using 
no more than 12 hooks, ‘‘Number 2’’ or 
smaller, which measure no more than 
11 mm (0.44 inches) point to shank, and 
up to two 1-lb (0.45-kg) weights per 
line. 

(14) Essential Fish Habitat Conservation 
Areas (EFHCA). An EFHCA, a type of 
closed area, is a geographic area de-
fined by coordinates expressed in de-
grees of latitude and longitude at 
§§ 660.75 through 660.79, where specified 
types of fishing are prohibited in ac-
cordance with § 660.12. EFHCAs apply to 
vessels using ‘‘bottom contact gear,’’ 
which is defined at § 660.11, to include 
limited entry fixed gear (longline and 
pot/trap,) among other gear types. 
Fishing with all bottom contact gear, 
including longline and pot/trap gear, is 
prohibited within the following 
EFHCAs, which are defined by specific 
latitude and longitude coordinates at 
§§ 660.75 through 660.79: Thompson Sea-
mount, President Jackson Seamount, 
Cordell Bank (50 fm (91 m) isobath), 
Harris Point, Richardson Rock, Scor-
pion, Painted Cave, Anacapa Island, 
Carrington Point, Judith Rock, Skunk 
Point, Footprint, Gull Island, South 
Point, and Santa Barbara. Fishing with 
bottom contact gear is also prohibited 
within the Davidson Seamount EFH 
Area, which is defined by specific lati-
tude and longitude coordinates at 
§ 660.75. 

(e) Black rockfish fishery management. 
The trip limit for black rockfish 
(Sebastes melanops) for commercial fish-
ing vessels using hook-and-line gear 
between the U.S.-Canada border and 
Cape Alava (48°09.50′ N. lat.), and be-
tween Destruction Island (47°40′ N. lat.) 
and Leadbetter Point (46°38.17′ N. lat.), 
is 100 lbs (45 kg) or 30 percent, by 
weight of all fish on board, whichever 
is greater, per vessel per fishing trip. 
These per trip limits apply to limited 
entry and open access fisheries, in con-
junction with the cumulative trip lim-
its and other management measures in 
§ 660.230, subpart E, and § 660.330, sub-
part F. The crossover provisions in 

§ 660.60(h)(7), subpart C, do not apply to 
the black rockfish per-trip limits. 

[75 FR 60897, Oct. 1, 2010, as amended at 76 FR 
27549, May 11, 2011; 76 FR 53838, Aug. 30, 2011; 
78 FR 634, Jan. 3, 2013] 

§ 660.231 Limited entry fixed gear sa-
blefish primary fishery. 

This section applies to the sablefish 
primary fishery for the limited entry 
fixed gear fishery north of 36° N. lat. 
Limited entry and open access fixed 
gear sablefish fishing outside of the sa-
blefish primary season north of 36° N. 
lat. is governed by management meas-
ures imposed under §§ 660.230, 660.232, 
660.330 and 660.332. 

(a) Sablefish endorsement. A vessel 
may not fish in the sablefish primary 
season for the limited entry fixed gear 
fishery, unless at least one limited 
entry permit with both a gear endorse-
ment for longline or trap (or pot) gear 
and a sablefish endorsement is reg-
istered for use with that vessel. Per-
mits with sablefish endorsements are 
assigned to one of three tiers, as de-
scribed at § 660.25(b)(3)(iv), subpart C. 

(b) Sablefish primary season for the lim-
ited entry fixed gear fishery—(1) Season 
dates. North of 36° N. lat., the sablefish 
primary season for the limited entry, 
fixed gear, sablefish-endorsed vessels 
begins at 12 noon local time on April 1 
and closes at 12 noon local time on Oc-
tober 31, or closes for an individual per-
mit holder when that permit holder’s 
tier limit has been reached, whichever 
is earlier, unless otherwise announced 
by the Regional Administrator through 
the routine management measures 
process described at § 660.60(c). 

(2) Gear type. During the season pri-
mary and when fishing against primary 
season cumulative limits, each vessel 
authorized to fish in that season under 
paragraph (a) of this section may fish 
for sablefish with any of the gear 
types, except trawl gear, endorsed on 
at least one of the permits registered 
for use with that vessel. 

(3) Cumulative limits. (i) A vessel par-
ticipating in the primary season will be 
constrained by the sablefish cumu-
lative limit associated with each of the 
permits registered for use with that 
vessel. During the primary season, 
each vessel authorized to fish in that 
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