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Approved shot type * Percent composition by weight Field testing device ** 

Tungsten-iron-copper- 
nickel.

40–76 tungsten, 10–37 iron, 9–16 copper, and 5-7 nickel .................... Hot Shot ® or Rare Earth 
Magnet. 

Tungsten-matrix ........... 95.9 tungsten, 4.1 polymer ..................................................................... Hot Shot ®. 
Tungsten-polymer ........ 95.5 tungsten, 4.5 Nylon 6 or 11 ........................................................... Hot Shot ®. 
Tungsten-tin-iron .......... any proportions of tungsten and tin, and ≥1 iron ................................... Magnet or Hot Shot ®. 
Tungsten-tin-bismuth .... any proportions of tungsten, tin, and bismuth. ....................................... Rare Earth Magnet. 
Tungsten-tin-iron-nickel 65 tungsten, 21.8 tin, 10.4 iron, and 2.8 nickel ..................................... Magnet. 
Tungsten-iron-polymer 41.5–95.2 tungsten, 1.5–52.0 iron, and 3.5-8.0 fluoropolymer .............. Rare Earth Magnet or Hot 

Shot ®. 

* Coatings of copper, nickel, tin, zinc, zinc chloride, and zinc chrome on approved nontoxic shot types also are approved. 
** The information in the ‘‘Field Testing Device’’ column is strictly informational, not regulatory. 
*** The ‘‘HOT*SHOT’’ field testing device is from Stream Systems of Concord, CA. 

(2) Each approved shot type must 
contain less than 1 percent residual 
lead (see § 20.134). 

(3) This shot type restriction applies 
to the taking of ducks, geese (including 
brant), swans, coots (Fulica americana), 
and any other species that make up ag-
gregate bag limits with these migra-
tory game birds during concurrent sea-
sons in areas described in § 20.108 as 
nontoxic shot zones. 

[38 FR 22021, Aug. 15, 1973, as amended at 38 
FR 22896, Aug. 27, 1973; 44 FR 2599, Jan. 12, 
1979; 45 FR 70275, Oct. 23, 1980; 49 FR 4079, 
Feb. 2, 1984; 52 FR 27364, July 21, 1987; 53 FR 
24290, June 28, 1988; 60 FR 64, Jan. 3, 1995; 60 
FR 43316, Aug. 18, 1995; 61 FR 42494, Aug. 15, 
1996; 62 FR 43447, Aug. 13, 1997; 64 FR 29804, 
June 3, 1999; 64 FR 32780, June 17, 1999; 64 FR 
45405, Aug. 19, 1999; 64 FR 71237, Dec. 20, 1999; 
65 FR 53940, Sept. 6, 2000; 66 FR 742, Jan. 4, 
2001; 66 FR 32265, June 14, 2001; 68 FR 1392, 
Jan. 10, 2003; 69 FR 48165, Aug. 9, 2004; 70 FR 
49196, Aug. 23, 2005; 71 FR 4297, Jan. 26, 2006; 
71 FR 45986, Aug. 10, 2006; 72 FR 46407, Aug. 
20, 2007; 73 FR 65277, Nov. 3, 2008; 73 FR 70914, 
Nov. 24, 2008; 74 FR 53671, Oct. 20, 2009; 74 FR 
57615, Nov. 9, 2009] 

§ 20.22 Closed seasons. 
No person shall take migratory game 

birds during the closed season except 
as provided in part 21 of this chapter. 

[73 FR 65951, Nov. 5, 2008] 

§ 20.23 Shooting hours. 
No person shall take migratory game 

birds except during the hours open to 
shooting as prescribed in subpart K of 
this part and subpart E of part 21 of 
this chapter. 

[73 FR 65951, Nov. 5, 2008] 

§ 20.24 Daily limit. 
No person shall take in any 1 cal-

endar day, more than the daily bag 

limit or aggregate daily bag limit, 
whichever applies. 

[38 FR 22021, Aug. 15, 1973, as amended at 38 
FR 22626, Aug. 23, 1973] 

§ 20.25 Wanton waste of migratory 
game birds. 

No person shall kill or cripple any 
migratory game bird pursuant to this 
part without making a reasonable ef-
fort to retrieve the bird, and retain it 
in his actual custody, at the place 
where taken or between that place and 
either (a) his automobile or principal 
means of land transportation; or (b) his 
personal abode or temporary or tran-
sient place of lodging; or (c) a migra-
tory bird preservation facility; or (d) a 
post office; or (e) a common carrier fa-
cility. 

[41 FR 31536, July 29, 1976] 

§ 20.26 Emergency closures. 
(a) The Director may close or tempo-

rarily suspend any season established 
under subpart K of this part: 

(1) Upon a finding that a continu-
ation of such a season would constitute 
an imminent threat to the safety of 
any endangered or threatened species 
or other migratory bird populations. 

(2) Upon issuance of local public no-
tice by such means as publication in 
local newspapers of general circula-
tion, posting of the areas affected, no-
tifying the State wildlife conservation 
agency, and announcement on local 
radio and television. 

(b) Any such closure or temporary 
suspension shall be announced by pub-
lication of a notice to that effect in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER simultaneous with 
the local public notice referred to in 
paragraph (a)(2) of this section. How-
ever, in the event that it is impractical 
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to publish a FEDERAL REGISTER notice 
simultaneously, due to the restriction 
in time available and the nature of the 
particular emergency situation, such 
notice shall follow the steps outlined in 
paragraph (a) of this section as soon as 
possible. 

(c) Any closure or temporary suspen-
sion under this section shall be effec-
tive on the date of publication of the 
FEDERAL REGISTER notice; or if such 
notice is not published simultaneously, 
then on the date and at the time speci-
fied in the local notification to the 
public. Every notice of closure shall in-
clude the date and time of closing of 
the season and the area or areas af-
fected. In the case of a temporary sus-
pension, the date and time when the 
season may be resumed shall be pro-
vided by a subsequent local notifica-
tion to the public, and by publication 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

[41 FR 31536, July 29, 1976] 

Subpart D—Possession 
§ 20.31 Prohibited if taken in violation 

of subpart C. 
No person shall at any time, by any 

means, or in any manner, possess or 
have in custody any migratory game 
bird or part thereof, taken in violation 
of any provision of subpart C of this 
part. 

§ 20.32 During closed season. 
No person shall possess any freshly 

killed migratory game birds during the 
closed season. 

§ 20.33 Possession limit. 
No person shall possess more migra-

tory game birds taken in the United 
States than the possession limit or the 
aggregate possession limit, whichever 
applies. 

§ 20.34 Opening day of a season. 
No person on the opening day of the 

season shall possess any freshly killed 
migratory game birds in excess of the 
daily bag limit, or aggregate daily bag 
limit, whichever applies. 

§ 20.35 Field possession limit. 
No person shall possess, have in cus-

tody, or transport more than the daily 

bag limit or aggregate daily bag limit, 
whichever applies, of migratory game 
birds, tagged or not tagged, at or be-
tween the place where taken and either 
(a) his automobile or principal means 
of land transportation; or (b) his per-
sonal abode or temporary or transient 
place of lodging; or (c) a migratory bird 
preservation facility; or (d) a post of-
fice; or (e) a common carrier facility. 

[41 FR 31536, July 29, 1976] 

§ 20.36 Tagging requirement. 

No person shall put or leave any mi-
gratory game birds at any place (other 
than at his personal abode), or in the 
custody of another person for picking, 
cleaning, processing, shipping, trans-
portation, or storage (including tem-
porary storage), or for the purpose of 
having taxidermy services performed, 
unless such birds have a tag attached, 
signed by the hunter, stating his ad-
dress, the total number and species of 
birds, and the date such birds were 
killed. Migratory game birds being 
transported in any vehicle as the per-
sonal baggage of the possessor shall 
not be considered as being in storage or 
temporary storage. 

§ 20.37 Custody of birds of another. 

No person shall receive or have in 
custody any migratory game birds be-
longing to another person unless such 
birds are tagged as required by § 20.36. 

§ 20.38 Possession of live birds. 

Every migratory game bird wounded 
by hunting and reduced to possession 
by the hunter shall be immediately 
killed and become a part of the daily 
bag limit. No person shall at any time, 
or by any means, possess or transport 
live migratory game birds taken under 
authority of this part. 

§ 20.39 Termination of possession. 

Subject to all other requirements of 
this part, the possession of birds taken 
by any hunter shall be deemed to have 
ceased when such birds have been deliv-
ered by him to another person as a gift; 
or have been delivered by him to a post 
office, a common carrier, or a migra-
tory bird preservation facility and con-
signed for transport by the Postal 
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