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Primarily commercial purposes means 
an activity whose noncommercial as-
pects do not clearly predominate (see 
§ 23.62). 

Propagule means a structure, such as 
a cutting, seed, or spore, which is capa-
ble of propagating a plant. 

Readily recognizable means any speci-
men that appears from a visual, phys-
ical, scientific, or forensic examination 
or test; an accompanying document, 
packaging, mark, or label; or any other 
circumstances to be a part, product, or 
derivative of any CITES wildlife or 
plant, unless such part, product, or de-
rivative is specifically exempt from the 
provisions of CITES or this part. 

Re-export means to send, ship, or 
carry out of a country any specimen 
previously imported into that country, 
whether or not the specimen has been 
altered since import. 

Reservation means the action taken 
by a Party to inform the Secretariat 
that it is not bound by the effect of a 
specific listing (see § 23.21). 

Scientific Authority means a govern-
mental or independent scientific insti-
tution or entity officially designated 
by either a Party to implement CITES, 
or a non-Party to serve the role of a 
Scientific Authority, including making 
scientific findings. 

Secretariat means the entity des-
ignated by the Treaty to perform cer-
tain administrative functions (see 
§ 23.84). 

Shipment means any CITES specimen 
in international trade whether for com-
mercial or noncommercial use, includ-
ing any personal item. 

Species means any species, subspecies, 
hybrid, variety, cultivar, color or mor-
phological variant, or geographically 
separate population of that species. 

Specimen means any wildlife or plant, 
whether live or dead. This term in-
cludes any readily recognizable part, 

product, or derivative unless otherwise 
annotated in the Appendices. 

Sustainable use means the use of a 
species in a manner and at a level that 
maintains wild populations at bio-
logically viable levels for the long 
term. Such use involves a determina-
tion of the productive capacity of the 
species and its ecosystem to ensure 
that utilization does not exceed those 
capacities or the ability of the popu-
lation to reproduce, maintain itself, 
and perform its role or function in its 
ecosystem. 

Trade means the same as inter-
national trade. 

Transit see the definition for in-tran-
sit shipment. 

Traveling exhibition means a display 
of live or dead wildlife or plants for en-
tertainment, educational, cultural, or 
other display purposes that is tempo-
rarily moving internationally. 

§ 23.6 What are the roles of the Man-
agement and Scientific Authorities? 

Under Article IX of the Treaty, each 
Party must designate a Management 
and Scientific Authority to implement 
CITES for that country. If a non-Party 
wants to trade with a Party, it must 
also designate such Authorities. The 
names and addresses of these offices 
must be sent to the Secretariat to be 
included in the Directory. In the 
United States, different offices within 
the FWS have been designated the Sci-
entific Authority and Management Au-
thority, which for purposes of this sec-
tion includes FWS Law Enforcement. 
When offices share activities, the Man-
agement Authority is responsible for 
dealing primarily with management 
and regulatory issues and the Sci-
entific Authority is responsible for 
dealing primarily with scientific 
issues. The offices do the following: 

Roles 

U.S. 
Sci-

entific 
Author-

ity 

U.S. 
Man-
age-
ment 

Author-
ity 

(a) Provide scientific advice and recommendations, including advice on biological findings for applications 
for certain CITES documents, registrations, and export program approvals. Evaluate the conservation sta-
tus of species to determine if a species listing or change in a listing is warranted. Interpret listings and re-
view nomenclatural issues. 

x 
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Roles 

U.S. 
Sci-

entific 
Author-

ity 

U.S. 
Man-
age-
ment 

Author-
ity 

(b) Review applications for CITES documents and issue or deny them based on findings required by 
CITES. 

x 

(c) Communicate with the Secretariat and other countries on scientific, administrative, and enforcement 
issues. 

x x 

(d) Ensure that export of Appendix-II specimens is at a level that maintains a species throughout its range 
at a level consistent with its role in the ecosystems in which it occurs and well above the level at which it 
might become eligible for inclusion in Appendix I. 

x 

(e) Monitor trade in all CITES species and produce annual reports on CITES trade. x 

(f) Collect the cancelled foreign export permit or re-export certificate and any corresponding import permit 
presented for import of any CITES specimen. Collect a copy of the validated U.S. export permit or re-ex-
port certificate presented for export or re-export of any CITES specimen. 

x 

(g) Produce biennial reports on legislative, regulatory, and administrative measures taken by the United 
States to enforce the provisions of CITES. 

x 

(h) Coordinate with State and tribal governments and other Federal agencies on CITES issues, such as the 
status of native species, development of policies, negotiating positions, and law enforcement activities. 

x x 

(i) Communicate with the scientific community, the public, and media about CITES issues. Conduct public 
meetings and publish notices to gather input from the public on the administration of CITES and the con-
servation and trade status of domestic and foreign species traded internationally. 

x x 

(j) Represent the United States at the meetings of the CoP, on committees (see subpart G of this part), and 
on CITES working groups. Consult with other countries on CITES issues and the conservation status of 
species. Prepare discussion papers and proposals for new or amended resolutions and species listings 
for consideration at the CoP. 

x x 

(k) Provide assistance to APHIS and CBP for the enforcement of CITES. Cooperate with enforcement offi-
cials to facilitate the exchange of information between enforcement bodies and for training purposes. 

x x 

(l) Provide financial and technical assistance to other governmental agencies and CITES officials of other 
countries. 

x x 

§ 23.7 What office do I contact for CITES information? 

Contact the following offices to receive information about CITES: 

Type of information Office to contact 

(a) CITES administrative and management issues: 
(1) CITES documents, including application forms and 

procedures; lists of registered scientific institutions 
and operations breeding Appendix-I wildlife for com-
mercial purposes; and reservations 

(2) Information on the CoP 
(3) List of CITES species 
(4) Names and addresses of other countries’ Manage-

ment and Scientific Authority offices 
(5) Notifications, resolutions, and decisions 
(6) Standing Committee documents and issues 
(7) State and tribal export programs 

U.S. Management Authority 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
4401 North Fairfax Drive, Room 700 
Arlington, Virginia 22203 
Toll Free: (800) 358-2104/permit questions 
Tel: (703) 358-2095/other questions 
Fax: (703) 358-2281/permits 
Fax: (703) 358-2298/other issues 
E-mail: managementauthority@fws.gov 
Website: http://www.fws.gov/international and http:// 

www.fws.gov/permits 

(b) Scientific issues: 
(1) Animals and Plants Committees documents and 

issues 
(2) Findings of non-detriment and suitability of facili-

ties, and other scientific findings 
(3) Listing of species in the Appendices and relevant 

resolutions 
(4) Names and addresses of other countries’ Scientific 

Authority offices and scientists involved with CITES- 
related issues 

(5) Nomenclatural issues 

U.S. Scientific Authority 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
4401 North Fairfax Drive, Room 750 
Arlington, Virginia 22203 
Tel: (703) 358-1708 
Fax: (703) 358-2276 
E-mail: scientificauthority@fws.gov 
Website: http://www.fws.gov/international 
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