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Office of the Secretary, USDA

for Research, Education, and Econom-
ics: Review all proposed decisions hav-
ing substantial economic policy impli-
cations.

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 62
FR 65596, Dec. 15, 1997; 656 FR 5418, Feb. 4,
2000; 68 FR 27446, May 20, 2003; 74 FR 3410,
Jan. 21, 2009; 77 FR 40250, July 9, 2012]

§2.69 Director, Office of the Chief Sci-
entist.

(a) Delegations. Pursuant to
§2.21(a)(11) and (a)(12), the following
delegations of authority are made by
the Under Secretary for Research, Edu-
cation, and Economics to the Director,
Office of the Chief Scientist.

(1) Provide to the Under Secretary
(Chief Scientist of the Department) in-
formation on topics that can benefit
from scientific input to ensure in-
formed decision-making at the highest
levels of Government.

(2) Assist the Chief Scientist with fa-
cilitating the coordination and collabo-
ration within the Department on high
priority science issues that will benefit
from intra-Departmental collabora-
tion, including coordinating the assess-
ment of the relevance, quality, per-
formance, and impact of the Depart-
ment’s efforts in science.

(3) Assist the Chief Scientist with
building partnerships within the sci-
entific community and with the Chief
Scientist’s role as point of contact for
interactions with other agencies of
science, universities, and other exter-
nal members of the scientific commu-
nity for the purpose of leveraging and
promoting relationships to explore
common scientific interests and shared
goals.

(4) Assist the Chief Scientist with de-
veloping mechanisms to address sci-
entific integrity within the Depart-
ment.

(5) [Reserved]

(6) Assist the Chief Scientist in car-
rying out sections 251(c)(2) and 251(d)(2)
of the Department of Agriculture Reor-
ganization Act of 1994 (7 TU.S.C.
6971(c)(2), (d)(2)) by exercising the du-
ties set forth in section 25 1(e)(3)(E) of
that Act (7 U.S.C. 6971(e)(3)(E)) through
a series of divisions organized by the
following focus areas:

(i) Renewable energy, natural re-
sources, and environment;
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(ii) Food safety, nutrition, and
health;

(iii) Plant health and production and
plant products;

(iv) Animal health and production
and animal products;

(v) Agricultural systems and tech-
nology; and

(vi) Agricultural economics and rural
communities.

(b) The divisions will be headed by
Division Chiefs/Senior Advisors (or a
similar title), and will be known collec-
tively as the Research, Education, and
Extension Office.

[76 FR 10756, Feb. 28, 2011]

Subpart L—Delegations of
Authority by the Chief Economist

§2.70 Deputy Chief Economist.

Pursuant to §2.29, the following dele-
gation of authority is made by the
Chief Economist to the Deputy Chief
Economist, to be exercised only during
the absence or unavailability of the
Chief Economist: Perform all the du-
ties and exercise all the powers which
are now or which may hereafter be del-
egated to the Chief Economist.

§2.71 Director, Office of Risk Assess-
ment and Cost-Benefit Analysis.

(a) Delegations. Pursuant to
§2.29(a)(2), the following delegations of
authority are by the Chief Economist
to the Director, Office of Risk Assess-
ment and Cost-Benefit Analysis:

(1) Responsible for assessing the risks
to human health, human safety, or the
environment, and for preparing cost-
benefit analyses, with respect to pro-
posed major regulations, and for pub-
lishing such assessments and analyses
in the FEDERAL REGISTER as required
by section 304 of the Department of Ag-
riculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7
U.S.C. 2204e)

(2) Provide direction to Department
agencies in the appropriate methods of
risk assessment and cost-benefit anal-
yses and coordinate and review all risk
assessments and cost-benefit analyses
prepared by any agency of the Depart-
ment.
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(3) Enter into contracts, grants, or
cooperative agreements to further re-
search programs in the food and agri-
culture sciences (7 U.S.C. 3318).

(b) Reservation. The following author-
ity is reserved to the Chief Economist:
Review all proposed decisions having
substantial economic policy implica-
tions.

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 63
FR 66979, Dec. 4, 1998]

§2.72 Chairman,
Outlook Board.

(a) Delegations. Pursuant to §2.29
(a)(3) through (a)(7), the following dele-
gations of authority are made by the
Chief Economist to the Chairman,
World Agricultural Outlook Board:

(1) Related to food and agriculture out-
look and situation. (i) Coordinate and
review all crop and commodity data
used to develop outlook and situation
material within the Department.

(ii) Oversee and clear for consistency
analytical assumptions and results of
all estimates and analyses which sig-
nificantly relate to international and
domestic commodity supply and de-
mand, including such estimates and
analyses prepared for public distribu-
tion by the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, the Economic Research Service, or
by any other agency or office of the De-
partment.

(2) Related to weather and climate. (i)
Advise the Secretary on climate and
weather activities, and coordinate the
development of policy options on
weather and climate.

(ii) Coordinate all weather and cli-
mate information and monitoring ac-
tivities within the Department and
provide a focal point in the Depart-
ment for weather and climate informa-
tion and impact assessment.

(iii) Arrange for appropriate rep-
resentation to attend all meetings,
hearings, and task forces held outside
the Department which require such
representation.

(iv) Designate the Executive Sec-
retary of the USDA Weather and Cli-
mate Program Coordinating Com-
mittee.

(3) Related to interagency commodity
estimates committees. (i) Establish Inter-
agency Commodity Estimates Commit-
tees for Commodity Credit Corporation

World Agricultural
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price-supported commodities, for major
products thereof, and for commodities
where a need for such a committee has
been identified, in order to bring to-
gether estimates and supporting anal-
yses from participating agencies, and
to develop official estimates of supply,
utilization, and prices for commodities,
including the effects of new program
proposals on acreage, yield, production,
imports, domestic utilization, price, in-
come, support programs, carryover, ex-
ports, and availabilities for export.

(ii) Designate the Chairman, who

shall also act as Secretary, for all
Interagency Commodity Estimates
Committees.

(iii) Assure that all committee mem-
bers have the basic assumptions, back-
ground data and other relevant data re-
garding the overall economy and mar-
ket prospects for specific commodities.

(iv) Review for consistency of analyt-
ical assumptions and results all pro-
posed decisions made by Commodity
Estimates Committees prior to any re-
lease outside the Department.

(4) [Reserved]

(5) Related to long-range commodity
and agricultural-sector projections. Es-
tablish committees of the agencies of
the Department to coordinate the de-
velopment of a set of analytical as-
sumptions and long-range agricultural-
sector projections (2 years and beyond)
based on commodity projections con-
sistent with these assumptions and co-
ordinated through the Interagency
Commodity Estimates Committees.

(b) Reservation. The following author-
ity is reserved to the Chief Economist:
Review all proposed decisions having
substantial economic policy implica-
tions.

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 77
FR 14952, Mar. 14, 2012]

§2.73 Director, Office of Energy Policy
and New Uses.

(a) Delegations. Pursuant to
§2.29(a)(11), the following delegations
of authority are made by the Chief
Economist to the Director, Office of
Energy Policy and New Uses:

(1) Providing Department leadership
in:
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