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(1) Adopted any scheme or device 
that tends to defeat the purpose of 
CSP; 

(2) Made any fraudulent representa-
tion; or 

(3) Misrepresented any fact affecting 
a CSP determination, must refund to 
NRCS all payments, plus interest, and 
liquidated damages as determined in 
accordance with § 1469.25 received by 
such participant with respect to all 
contracts. In addition, NRCS will ter-
minate the participant’s interest in all 
conservation stewardship contracts. 

(c) If the producer acquires land sub-
sequent to enrollment in CSP, that 
land is not considered part of the agri-
cultural operation; however, if the land 
was previously owned or controlled by 
them before the date of enrollment and 
after May 13, 2002, then NRCS will con-
duct an investigation into the activity 
to see if there was a scheme or device. 
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Subpart A—General Provisions 
§ 1470.1 Applicability. 

(a) This part sets forth the policies, 
procedures, and requirements for the 
Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP) as administered by the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), for enrollment during fiscal 
year (FY) 2009 and thereafter. 

(b) The purpose of CSP is to encour-
age producers to address resource con-
cerns in a comprehensive manner by: 

(1) Undertaking additional conserva-
tion activities; and 

(2) Improving, maintaining, and man-
aging existing conservation activities. 

(c) CSP is applicable in any of the 50 
States, District of Columbia, Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, Virgin 
Islands of the United States, American 
Samoa, and Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

(d) NRCS provides financial assist-
ance and technical assistance to par-
ticipants for the conservation, protec-
tion, and improvement of soil, water, 
and other related natural resources, 
and for any similar conservation pur-
pose as determined by NRCS. 

§ 1470.2 Administration. 
(a) The regulations in this part will 

be administered under the general su-
pervision and direction of the Chief, 
NRCS, who is a Vice President of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC). 

(b) The Chief is authorized to modify 
or waive a provision of this part if the 
Chief deems the application of that 
provision to a particular limited situa-
tion to be inappropriate and incon-
sistent with the purposes of the pro-
gram. This authority cannot be further 
delegated. The Chief may not modify or 
waive any provision of this part which 
is required by applicable law. 

(c) To achieve the conservation goals 
of CSP, NRCS will: 

(1) Make the program available na-
tionwide to eligible applicants on a 
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continuous application basis with one 
or more ranking periods to determine 
enrollments. One of the ranking peri-
ods will occur in the first quarter of 
each fiscal year, to the extent prac-
ticable; and 

(2) Develop conservation measure-
ment tools (CMT) for the purpose of 
carrying out the program. 

(d) During the period beginning on 
October 1, 2008, and ending on Sep-
tember 30, 2017, NRCS will, to the max-
imum extent practicable: 

(1) Enroll in CSP an additional 
12,769,000 acres for each fiscal year; and 

(2) Manage CSP to achieve a national 
average rate of $18 per acre, which in-
cludes the costs of all financial and 
technical assistance and any other ex-
penses associated with program enroll-
ment and participation. 

(e) The State Conservationist will: 
(1) Obtain advice from the State 

Technical Committee and local work-
ing groups on the development of 
State-level technical, outreach, and 
program matters, including: 

(i) Establishment of ranking pools 
appropriate for the conduct of CSP 
within the State to ensure program 
availability and prioritization of con-
servation activities. Ranking pools 
may be based on watersheds, geo-
graphic areas, or other appropriate re-
gions within a State and may consider 
high-priority regional and State-level 
resource concern areas; 

(ii) Identification of not less than 
three, nor more than five priority re-
source concerns in particular water-
sheds, geographic areas, or other ap-
propriate regions within a State; 

(iii) Identification of resource-con-
serving crops that will be part of re-
source-conserving crop rotations; 

(iv) Development of design protocols 
and participation procedures for par-
ticipation in on-farm research, and 
demonstration and pilot projects; and 

(v) Evaluation of Cooperative Con-
servation Partnership Initiative (CCPI) 
projects and allowable program adjust-
ments for the conduct of projects. 

(2) Assign NRCS employees as des-
ignated conservationists to be respon-
sible for CSP at the local level; and 

(3) Be responsible for the program in 
their assigned State. 

(f) NRCS may enter into agreements 
with Federal, State, and local agencies, 
conservation districts, Indian tribes, 
private entities, and individuals to as-
sist NRCS with program implementa-
tion. 

§ 1470.3 Definitions. 

The following definitions will apply 
to this part and all documents issued 
in accordance with this part, unless 
specified otherwise: 

Agricultural land means cropland, 
rangeland, and pastureland on which 
agricultural products or livestock are 
produced and resource concerns may be 
addressed. Agricultural lands may also 
include other land and incidental areas 
included in the agricultural operation 
as determined by NRCS. Other agricul-
tural lands include cropped woodland, 
marshes, incidental areas included in 
the agricultural operation, and other 
types of agricultural land used for pro-
duction of livestock. 

Agricultural operation means all agri-
cultural land and other land, as deter-
mined by NRCS, whether contiguous or 
noncontiguous: 

(1) Which is under the effective con-
trol of the applicant; and 

(2) Which is operated by the appli-
cant with equipment, labor, manage-
ment, and production or cultivation 
practices that are substantially sepa-
rate from other operations. 

Animal waste storage or treatment facil-
ity means a structural conservation 
practice used for storing or treating 
animal waste. 

Applicant means a person, legal enti-
ty, joint operation, or Indian tribe that 
has an interest in an agricultural oper-
ation, as defined in 7 CFR part 1400, 
who has requested in writing to par-
ticipate in CSP. 

Beginning farmer or rancher means: 
(1) An individual or legal entity who: 
(i) Has not operated a farm, ranch, or 

nonindustrial private forest land 
(NIPF), or who has operated a farm, 
ranch, or NIPF for not more than 10 
consecutive years (this requirement ap-
plies to all members of a legal entity); 
and 

(ii) Will materially and substantially 
participate in the operation of the farm 
or ranch. 
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