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7 CFR Ch. XXXII (1–1–13 Edition) Pt. 3202 

PART 3202—VOLUNTARY LABELING 
PROGRAM FOR BIOBASED PROD-
UCTS 
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AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 8102. 

SOURCE: 76 FR 3806, Jan. 20, 2011. Redesig-
nated at 76 FR 53632, Aug. 29, 2011. 

§ 3202.1 Purpose and scope. 
The purpose of this part is to set 

forth the terms and conditions for vol-
untary use of the ‘‘USDA Certified 
Biobased Product’’ certification mark. 
This part establishes the criteria that 
biobased products must meet in order 
to be eligible to become certified 
biobased products to which the ‘‘USDA 
Certified Biobased Product’’ mark can 
be affixed, the process manufacturers 
and vendors must use to obtain and 
maintain USDA certification, and the 
recordkeeping requirements for manu-
facturers and vendors who obtain cer-
tification. In addition, this part estab-
lishes specifications for the correct and 
incorrect uses of the certification 
mark, which apply to manufacturers, 
vendors, and other entities. Finally, 
this part establishes actions that con-
stitute voluntary labeling program vio-
lations. 

§ 3202.2 Definitions. 
Applicable minimum biobased content. 

The biobased content at or above the 
level set by USDA to qualify for use of 
the certification mark. 

ASTM International (ASTM). Amer-
ican Society for Testing and Materials 
is a nonprofit organization that pro-
vides an international forum for the 
development and publication of vol-
untary consensus standards for mate-
rials, products, systems, and services. 

Biobased content. The amount of 
biobased carbon in the material or 

product expressed as a percent of 
weight (mass) of the total organic car-
bon in the material or product. For 
BioPreferred Products (products that 
have been identified for Federal pre-
ferred procurement), the biobased con-
tent shall be defined and determined as 
specified in the applicable section of 
subpart B of part 3201. For all other 
products, the biobased content is to be 
determined using ASTM Method D6866, 
Standard Test Methods for Deter-
mining the Biobased Content of Solid, 
Liquid, and Gaseous Samples Using Ra-
diocarbon Analysis. 

Biobased product. A product deter-
mined by the Secretary to be a com-
mercial or industrial product (other 
than food or feed) that is: 

(1) Composed, in whole or in signifi-
cant part, of biological products, in-
cluding renewable domestic agricul-
tural materials and forestry materials; 
or 

(2) An intermediate ingredient or 
feedstock. For the purposes of this sub-
part, the term ‘biobased product’ does 
not include motor vehicle fuels, heat-
ing oil, electricity produced from bio-
mass, or any mature market products. 

BioPreferred Product. A biobased prod-
uct that meets or exceeds minimum 
biobased content levels set by USDA, 
and that is found within any of the 
product categories that have been iden-
tified, in subpart B of 7 CFR part 3201, 
whose products within are eligible for 
Federal preferred procurement/pur-
chasing. 

Certification mark. A combination of 
the certification mark artwork (as de-
fined in this subpart); one of three 
statements identifying whether the 
USDA certification applies to the prod-
uct, the package, or both the product 
and package; and, where applicable, the 
letters ‘‘FP’’ to indicate that the prod-
uct is within a designated product cat-
egory and eligible for Federal preferred 
procurement. The certification mark is 
owned, and its use is managed by, 
USDA (standard trademark law defini-
tion applies). 

Certification mark artwork. The dis-
tinctive image, as shown in Figures 1– 
3, that identifies products as USDA 
Certified. 
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