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international study or thesis/disserta-
tion research allowance and/or institu-
tional adherence to program guide-
lines. 

(3) Exit Information shall be com-
pleted and submitted to HEP by the 
Project Director for each Fellow sup-
ported by a grant as soon as a Fellow 
either: Graduates; is officially termi-
nated from the Fellowship or the aca-
demic program due to unsatisfactory 
academic progress; or voluntarily with-
draws from the Fellowship or the aca-
demic program. If a Fellow has not 
completed all degree requirements at 
the end of the five-year grant duration, 
HEP may request a preliminary exit 
report. In such a case, a final exit re-
port shall be required at a later date. 
When a final exit report for each Fel-
low supported by a grant has been ac-
cepted by HEP, the grantee will have 
satisfied the requirement of a final per-
formance report for the grant. Addi-
tional follow-up reports to track Fel-
lows’ career patterns may be requested. 

(b) All grantees (supplemental inter-
national, graduate, and postdoctoral) 
shall submit initial project informa-
tion and annual and summary reports 
to NIFA’ Current Research Informa-
tion System (CRIS). The CRIS data-
base contains narrative project infor-
mation, progress/impact statements, 
and final technical reports that are 
made available to the public. For appli-
cations recommended for funding, in-
structions on preparation and submis-
sion of project documentation will be 
provided to the applicant by the agen-
cy contact. Documentation must be 
submitted to CRIS before NIFA funds 
will be released. Project reports will be 
requested by the CRIS office when re-
quired. For more information about 
CRIS, visit http://cris.nifa.usda.gov. 

§ 3402.24 Evaluation of program. 

Grantees should be aware that HEP 
may, as a part of its own program eval-
uation activities, carry out in-depth 
evaluations of assisted activities 
through independent third parties. 
Thus, grantees should be prepared to 
cooperate with evaluators retained by 
HEP to analyze both the institutional 
context and the impact of any sup-
ported project. 
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EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 3403 appear at 76 FR 4807, Jan. 27, 2011. 

Subpart A—General Information 

§ 3403.1 Applicability of regulations. 

(a) The regulations of this part apply 
to small business innovation research 
grants awarded under the general au-
thority of section 630 of the Act mak-
ing appropriations for Agriculture, 
Rural Development, and Related Agen-
cies’ programs for fiscal year ending 
1987, and for other purposes as made 
applicable by section 101(a) of Pub. L. 
99–591, 100 Stat. 3341, and the provisions 
of the Small Business Innovation De-
velopment Act of 1982, as amended (15 
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U.S.C. 638), and the Small Business In-
novation Research Program Reauthor-
ization Act of 2000, Pub. L. 106–554, 
which extends the SBIR Program 
through September 30, 2008. The Small 
Business Innovation Development Act 
of 1982, as amended, mandates that 
each Federal agency with an annual ex-
tramural budget for research or re-
search and development in excess of 
$100 million participate in a Small 
Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 
program by reserving a statutory per-
centage of its annual extramural budg-
et for award to small business concerns 
for research or research and develop-
ment in order to stimulate techno-
logical innovation, use small business 
to meet Federal research and develop-
ment needs, increase private sector 
commercialization of innovations de-
rived from Federal research and devel-
opment, and foster and encourage the 
participation of socially and economi-
cally disadvantaged small business 
concerns and women-owned small busi-
ness concerns in technological innova-
tion. The Department will participate 
in this program through the issuance 
of competitive research grants which 
will be administered by the Office of 
Extramural Programs, NIFA. 

(b) The regulations of this part do 
not apply to research grants awarded 
by the Department under any other au-
thority. 

§ 3403.2 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Ad hoc reviewers means experts or 

consultants, qualified by training and 
experience in particular scientific or 
technical fields to render expert advice 
on the scientific technical merit of the 
grant applications in those fields, who 
review on an individual basis one or 
several of the eligible proposals sub-
mitted to this program in their area of 
expertise and who submit to the De-
partment written evaluations of such 
proposals. 

Applicant is the organizational entity 
that, at the time of award, will qualify 
as a small business concern and that 
submits a grant application for a fund-
ing agreement under the SBIR Pro-
gram. 

Authorized departmental officer (ADO) 
means the Secretary or any employee 

of the Department who has the author-
ity to issue or modify grant instru-
ments on behalf of the Secretary. The 
ADO is also referred to as the Funding 
Agreement Officer. 

Authorized organizational representa-
tive (AOR) means the president, direc-
tor, or chief executive officer or other 
designated official of the applicant or-
ganization who has the authority to 
commit the resources of the organiza-
tion. 

Budget Period means the interval of 
time into which the project period is 
divided for budgetary and reporting 
purposes. 

Commercialization is the process of de-
veloping marketable products or serv-
ices and producing and delivering prod-
ucts or services for sale (whether by 
the originating party or by others) to 
Government or commercial markets. 

Department means the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

Essentially equivalent work occurs 
when: 

(1) Substantially the same research is 
proposed for funding in more than one 
grant application submitted to the 
same Federal agency; 

(2) Substantially the same research is 
submitted to two or more different 
Federal agencies for review and fund-
ing consideration; or 

(3) A specific research objective and 
the research design for accomplishing 
an objective are the same or closely re-
lated in two or more proposals or 
awards, regardless of the funding 
source. 

Funding agreement is any contract, 
grant, or cooperative agreement en-
tered into between any Federal agency 
and any small business concern for the 
performance of experimental, develop-
mental, or research work, including 
products or services funded in whole or 
in part by the Federal Government. 

A grant is a financial assistance 
mechanism providing money, property, 
or both to an eligible entity to carry 
out the approved project or activity, 
and substantial programmatic involve-
ment by Government is not antici-
pated. 

Grantee means the small business 
concern designated in the grant award 
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