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Length of staple—inches Code 
No. 

121⁄32 .......................................................................... 53 
111⁄16 .......................................................................... 54 
123⁄32 .......................................................................... 55 
13⁄4 ............................................................................. 56 

[32 FR 8760, June 20, 1967, as amended at 50 
FR 25198, June 18, 1985; 51 FR 23039, June 25, 
1986; 57 FR 34499, Aug. 5, 1992; 65 FR 36601, 
June 9, 2000] 

OFFICIAL COTTON STANDARDS OF THE 
UNITED STATES FOR FIBER FINENESS 
AND MATURITY 

AUTHORITY: Sections 28.601 to 28.603 issued 
under secs. 6, 10, 42 Stat. 1518, 1519, sec. 4854, 
68A Stat. 580; 7 U.S.C. 56, 61, 26 U.S.C. 4854. 

SOURCE: Sections 28.601 through 28.603 ap-
pear at 30 FR 7239, May 29, 1965, unless other-
wise noted. 

§ 28.601 Official cotton standards for 
fiber fineness and maturity. 

The official cotton standards of the 
United States for fiber fineness and 
maturity shall be the measure of such 
qualities, in combination, provided by 
air flow instrument tests in terms of 
micronaire readings in accordance with 
the procedure specified in § 28.603. 

§ 28.602 Terms of designations. 
The fiber fineness and maturity of 

any cotton shall be designated by the 
micronaire reading obtained from an 
air flow instrument test for a specimen 
of the cotton as determined under 
§ 28.603, e.g., 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, etc. To simplify 
recording, the decimal point may be 
omitted, and the micronaire reading 
recorded as 41, 42, 43, etc. 

§ 28.603 Procedures for air flow tests 
of micronaire reading. 

In determining in terms of 
micronaire readings, the fiber fineness 
and maturity, in combination, of cot-
ton, the following procedures shall 
apply: 

(a) Facilities and equipment shall in-
clude: 

(1) Air flow instrument complete 
with accessories to measure the 
fineness and maturity, in combination, 
of cotton in terms of micronaire read-
ing on the curvilinear scale adopted in 
September 1950 by the Department of 
Agriculture, or its equivalent. 

(2) A suitable supply of compressed 
air filtered to remove moisture and 
other impurities. 

(3) Balance or scales suitable for ac-
curately weighing the specimens re-
quired for the particular instrument. 

(4) International Calibration Cotton 
Standards with established micronaire 
reading values for calibration of the air 
flow instrument. 

(b) The instrument shall be cali-
brated each day before routine testing 
begins, as follows: 

(1) The air shall be allowed to flow 
through the instrument until the indi-
cator stabilizes. 

(2) Specimens from at least two of 
the calibration cottons shall be tested 
to insure proper calibration of the in-
strument. The instrument shall be con-
sidered in calibration if the values ob-
tained on the test specimens agree 
with the established values of the cali-
bration cottons within 0.1 micronaire 
reading. 

(c) Testing of the cotton specimen 
shall be performed as follows: 

(1) Approximately the same amount 
of cotton shall be taken from each side 
of the sample for a test specimen. The 
weight of the test specimen shall be 
that weight prescribed for the air flow 
instrument being used. 

(2) The weighed specimen shall be 
tested in a properly calibrated instru-
ment. 

(3) The specimen shall be inserted 
into the specimen holder of the instru-
ment so that the mass of fibers is well 
distributed within the specimen holder. 

(4) The air shall then be allowed to 
flow through the specimen in accord-
ance with the method of operation of 
the instrument. 

(5) The position of the instrument in-
dicator shall be determined to the 
nearest 0.1 micronaire reading when it 
becomes stable. 

(d) The accuracy of the instrument 
shall be checked at least every 2 hours 
during operation by testing appro-
priate calibration cottons. If the value 
obtained on a specimen from the cali-
bration cotton is outside the estab-
lished limits of 0.1 micronaire reading, 
or when successive readings show the 
results to be within the established 
limits, but consistently high or low, 
the instrument and technique shall be 
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thoroughly checked to remedy the dis-
crepancies. Additional tests using cali-
bration cottons shall be made until ac-
ceptable results are obtained before 
routine testing is resumed. 

Subpart D—Cotton Classification 
and Market News Service for 
Producers 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 51–65; 7 U.S.C. 471–476. 

SOURCE: 74 FR 26772, June 4, 2009, unless 
otherwise noted. 

DEFINITIONS 

§ 28.901 Definitions. 
When used in the regulations in this 

subpart: 
(a) Act means the United States Cot-

ton Standards Act of 1923, as amended 
(7 U.S.C. 51–65) and the Cotton Statis-
tics and Estimates Act of 1927 (7 U.S.C. 
471–476), unless otherwise noted. 

(b) Service means the Agricultural 
Marketing Service of the United States 
Department of Agriculture. 

(c) Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the Agricultural Marketing 
Service, or any officer or employee of 
the Service to whom authority has 
heretofore been delegated, or to whom 
authority may hereafter be delegated 
to act for the Administrator. 

(d) Division means the Cotton Divi-
sion of the Agricultural Marketing 
Service. 

(e) Director means the Director of the 
Cotton Division, or any officer or em-
ployee of the Division to whom author-
ity has heretofore been delegated or to 
whom authority may hereafter be dele-
gated, to act for the Director. 

(f) Producer means any individual, 
partnership, corporation, association, 
trust, estate, or other legal entity, a 
State or political subdivision thereof, 
or any agency of such State or political 
subdivision producing American Up-
land or American Pima cotton in the 
capacity of landowner, landlord, ten-
ant, or sharecropper. 

ADMINISTRATION 

§ 28.902 Director. 
The Director shall perform for and 

under the supervision of the Adminis-
trator, such duties as the Adminis-

trator may require in enforcing the 
regulations in this subpart. 

CLASSIFICATION AND MARKET NEWS 
SERVICES 

§ 28.903 Classification of samples. 

The Director, or an authorized rep-
resentative, upon the receipt of a pro-
ducer’s cotton sample which complies 
with the regulations in this subpart 
shall, as hereinafter provided, furnish 
to such producer or to an agent des-
ignated by the producer the classifica-
tion in accordance with the official 
cotton standards of the United States. 

§ 28.904 Market news. 

The Director shall cause to be dis-
tributed to producers of cotton and to 
others on request, timely information 
on prices for various qualities of cot-
ton. 

SAMPLING 

§ 28.906 Sampling arrangements. 

(a) Cotton must be sampled by a gin 
or warehouse that holds a valid license 
to sample cotton issued pursuant to 
§§ 28.20 through 28.22. 

(b) The Director, or an authorized 
representative may direct that sam-
pling be performed by employees of the 
Department of Agriculture for the pur-
pose of appraising the sampling proce-
dures at cotton gins or warehouses, or 
for the purpose of providing service to 
producers in special cases where a li-
censed gin or warehouse is not avail-
able. 

§ 28.907 Responsibilities of licensed 
gins or warehouses. 

Each licensee shall be primarily re-
sponsible for drawing, identifying, han-
dling, and shipping samples of cotton 
in accordance with this subpart and 
with instructions furnished by the Di-
rector or an authorized representative 
from time to time. 

§ 28.908 Samples. 

(a) Only one sample to be submitted. 
Only one sample from each bale of eli-
gible cotton shall be submitted for 
classification under this subpart. This 
does not prohibit the submission of an 
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