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§272.13

5 U.S.C. 552a(0) of the CMA, in order to
participate in a matching program in-
volving a USDA/FNS Federal system of
records.

(c) Use of computer matching informa-
tion. (1) A State agency shall not take
any adverse action to terminate, deny,
suspend, or reduce benefits to an appli-
cant or recipient based on information
produced by a Federal computer
matching program that is subject to
the requirements of the CMA, unless:

(i) The information has been inde-
pendently verified by the State agency
(in accordance with the independent
verification requirements set out in
the State agency’s written agreement
as required by paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion) and a Notice of Adverse Action or
Notice of Denial has been sent to the
household, in accordance with §273.2(f);
or

(ii) The Federal agency’s Data Integ-
rity Board has waived the two-step
independent verification and notice re-
quirement and notice of adverse action
has been sent to the household, in ac-
cordance with §273.2(f) of this chapter.

(2) A State agency which receives a
request for verification from another
State agency, or from FNS pursuant to
the provisions of §273.16(i) of this chap-
ter shall, within 20 working days of re-
ceipt, respond to the request by pro-
viding necessary verification (includ-
ing copies of appropriate documenta-
tion and any statement that an indi-
vidual has asked to be included in their
file).

[77 FR 48055, Aug. 13, 2012]

§272.13 Prisoner verification system
(PVS).

(a) General. Each State agency shall
establish a system to monitor and pre-
vent individuals who are being held in
any Federal, State, and/or local deten-
tion or correctional institutions for
more than 30 days from being included
in a SNAP household.

(b) Use of match data. State prisoner
verification systems shall provide for:

(1) The comparison of identifying in-
formation about each household mem-
ber, excluding minors, as that term is
defined by each State, and one-person
households in States where a face-to-
face interview is conducted, against
identifying information about inmates
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of institutions at Federal, State and
local levels;

(2) The reporting of instances where
there is a match;

(3) The independent verification of
match hits to determine their accu-
racy;

(4) Notice to the household of match
results;

(5) An opportunity for the household
to respond to the match prior to an ad-
verse action to deny, reduce, or termi-
nate benefits; and

(6) The establishment and collections
of claims as appropriate.

(c) Match frequency. State agencies
shall make a comparison of match data
for adult household members at the
time of application and at recertifi-
cation. States that opt to obtain and
use prisoner information collected
under Section 1611(e)(1)(I)(H)T) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1382(e)(1)(I)(i)(1)) shall be considered in
compliance with this section. States
shall enter into a computer matching
agreement with the SSA under author-
ity contained in 42 U.S.C. 405(r)(3).

[77 FR 48055, Aug. 13, 2012]

§272.14 Deceased matching system.

(a) General. Each State agency shall
establish a system to verify and ensure
that benefits are not issued to individ-
uals who are deceased.

(b) Data source. States shall use the
SSA’s Death Master File, obtained
through the State Verification and Ex-
change System (SVES) and enter into a
computer matching agreement with
SSA pursuant to authority to share
data contained in 42 U.S.C. 405(r)(3).

(c) Use of match data. States shall
provide a system for:

(1) Comparing identifiable informa-
tion about each household member
against information from databases on
deceased individuals. States shall
make the comparison of matched data
at the time of application and no less
frequently than once a year.

(2) The reporting of instances where
there is a match;

(3) The independent verification of
match hits to determine their accu-
racy;

(4) Notice to the household of match
results;
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(5) An opportunity for the household
to respond to the match prior to an ad-
verse action to deny, reduce, or termi-
nate benefits; and

(6) The establishment and collection
of claims as appropriate.

[77 FR 48055, Aug. 13, 2012]
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Subpart A—General Rules

§273.1 Household concept.

(a) General household definition. A
household is composed of one of the
following individuals or groups of indi-
viduals, unless otherwise specified in
paragraph (b) of this section:

(1) An individual living alone;

(2) An individual living with others,
but customarily purchasing food and
preparing meals for home consumption
separate and apart from others; or

(3) A group of individuals who live to-
gether and customarily purchase food
and prepare meals together for home
consumption.

(b) Special household requirements—(1)
Required household combinations. The
following individuals who live with
others must be considered as custom-
arily purchasing food and preparing
meals with the others, even if they do
not do so, and thus must be included in
the same household, unless otherwise
specified.

(i) Spouses;

(ii) A person under 22 years of age
who is living with his or her natural or
adoptive parent(s) or step-parent(s);
and

(iii) A child (other than a foster
child) under 18 years of age who lives
with and is under the parental control
of a household member other than his
or her parent. A child must be consid-
ered to be under parental control for
purposes of this provision if he or she is
financially or otherwise dependent on a
member of the household, unless State
law defines such a person as an adult.
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