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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 319.69 

Subpart—Packing Materials 
QUARANTINE 

§ 319.69 Notice of quarantine. 
(a) The following plants and plant 

products, when used as packing mate-
rials, are prohibited entry into the 
United States from the countries and 
localities named: 

(1) Rice straw, hulls, and chaff; from 
all countries. 

(2) Corn and allied plants (maize, sor-
ghum, broomcorn, Sudan grass, napier 
grass, jobs-tears, teosinte, Polytoca, 
Sclerachne, Chionachne); all parts, 
from all countries except Mexico, and 
the countries of Central America, the 
West Indies, and South America. 

(3) Cotton and cotton products (lint, 
waste, seed cotton, cottonseed, and 
cottonseed hulls); from all countries. 

(4) Sugarcane; all parts of the plant 
including bagasse, from all countries. 

(5) Bamboo; leaves and small shoots, 
from all countries. 

(6) Leaves of plants; from all coun-
tries. 

(7) Forest litter; from all countries. 
(8) Soil containing an appreciable ad-

mixture of vegetable matter, from all 
countries, except such types of soil or 
earth as are authorized as safe for 
packing by the rules and regulations 
promulgated supplemental to this 
quarantine. 
Exceptions to the above prohibitions 
may be authorized in the case of spe-
cific materials which have been so pre-
pared, manufactured, or processed that 
in the judgment of the inspector no 
pest risk is involved in their entry. 

(b) The following plants and plant 
products when used as packing mate-
rials will be permitted entry into the 
United States from the countries and 
localities designated below only in ac-
cordance with the regulations supple-
mental to this quarantine: 

(1) Cereal straw, hulls, and chaff 
(such as oats, barley, and rye) from all 
countries, except rice straw, hulls, and 
chaff, which are prohibited importation 
from all countries by paragraph (a)(1) 
of this section, and except wheat straw, 
hulls, and chaff, which are restricted 
importation by § 319.59 of this part from 
any country or locality listed in 
§ 319.59–2 of this part. 

(2) Corn and allied plants (maize, sor-
ghum, broomcorn, Sudan grass, napier 
grass, jobs-tears, teosinte, Polytoca, 
Sclerachne, Chionachne); all parts, 
from Mexico and the countries of Cen-
tral America, the West Indies, and 
South America. 

(3) Grasses and hay and similar in-
definite dried or cured masses of 
grasses, weeds, and herbaceous plants; 
from all countries. 

(4) Soil containing an appreciable ad-
mixture of vegetable matter, from all 
countries, which is authorized as safe 
for packing by the rules and regula-
tions promulgated supplemental to this 
quarantine. 

(c) However, whenever the Deputy 
Administrator of the Plant Protection 
and Quarantine Programs shall find 
that existing conditions as to pest risk 
involved in the movement of the arti-
cles to which the regulations supple-
mental hereto apply, make it safe to 
modify by making less stringent, the 
restrictions contained in any of such 
regulations, he shall publish such find-
ings in administrative instructions, 
specifying the manner in which the 
regulations shall be made less strin-
gent, whereupon such modification 
shall become effective; or he may, 
when the public interests will permit, 
with respect to the importation of such 
articles into Guam, upon request in 
specific cases, authorize such importa-
tion under conditions, specified in the 
permit to carry out the purposes of 
this subpart, that are less stringent 
than those contained in the regula-
tions. 

(d) This quarantine shall leave in full 
force and effect all other quarantines 
and orders. 

(e) As used in this subpart, unless the 
context otherwise requires, the term 
United States means the States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, 
and the Virgin Islands of the United 
States. 

[24 FR 10788, Dec. 29, 1959, as amended at 26 
FR 9333, Oct. 4, 1961; 36 FR 24917, Dec. 24, 1971; 
60 FR 27682, May 25, 1995; 63 FR 31102, June 8, 
1998] 
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7 CFR Ch. III (1–1–13 Edition) § 319.69a 

1 Since it is the packing materials them-
selves which constitute the danger and not 
the manner of use, it is intended that the 
definition shall include their presence within 
or accompanying a shipment regardless of 
their function or relation to a shipment or 
the character of the shipment. 

§ 319.69a Administrative instructions 
and interpretation relating to the 
entry into Guam of plant materials 
specified in § 319.69. 

(a) Plants and products designated in 
§ 319.69(a)(1), (3), (4), and (5) and (b)(1) 
and (3) as prohibited or restricted entry 
into the United States from the coun-
tries and localities named may be im-
ported into Guam as packing materials 
without prohibition or restriction 
under this subpart. Inspection of such 
importations may be made under the 
general authority of § 330.105(a) of this 
chapter. If an importation is found in-
fected, infested, or contaminated with 
any plant pest and is not subject to dis-
posal under this part, disposition may 
be made in accordance with § 330.106 of 
this chapter. 

(b) Corn and allied plants listed in 
§ 319.69(a)(2) may be imported into 
Guam subject to the requirements of 
§§ 319.69–2, 319.69–3, and 319.69–4. 

(c) Under § 319.69(a) (6) and (7), coco-
nut fronds and other parts of the coco-
nut trees are prohibited entry into 
Guam as packing materials except as 
permitted in § 319.37–9. 

[24 FR 10788, Dec. 29, 1959, as amended at 60 
FR 27682, May 25, 1995; 62 FR 65009, Dec. 10, 
1997] 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

§ 319.69–1 Definitions. 
(a) Packing materials. The expression 

‘‘packing material’’, as used in § 319.69, 
includes any of the plants or plant 
products enumerated, when these are 
associated with or accompany any 
commodity or shipment to serve for 
filling, wrapping, ties, lining, mats, 
moisture retention, protection, or for 
any other purpose; and the word 
‘‘packing’’, as used in the expression 
‘‘packing materials’’, shall include the 
presence of such materials within, in 
contact with, or accompanying such 
commodity or shipment. 1 

(b) Soil containing vegetable matter. 
Soil containing an appreciable admix-

ture of vegetable matter, here brought 
under quarantine only because its con-
tent of decaying vegetation or plant re-
mains carries a definite pest risk, is to 
be distinguished from soil of purely 
mineral or earthy composition, which 
is not covered by this quarantine. 

(c) Inspector. An inspector of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

§ 319.69–2 Freedom from pests. 
All packing materials allowed entry 

under restriction shall be free from in-
jurious insects and plant diseases. 

§ 319.69–3 Entry inspection. 
All packing materials shall be sub-

ject to inspection at time of entry. 

§ 319.69–4 Disposition of materials 
found in violation. 

If the inspector shall find packing 
materials associated with or accom-
panying any commodity or shipment 
being imported, or to have been im-
ported, in violation of § 319.69 or of the 
regulations in this subpart or shall find 
them infested or infected with inju-
rious insects or plant diseases, the in-
spector may refuse entry to the ship-
ment, or the inspector may seize and 
destroy or otherwise dispose of such 
packing material, or the inspector may 
require it to be replaced, or sterilized, 
or otherwise treated. 

[24 FR 10788, Dec. 29, 1959, as amended at 70 
FR 33326, June 7, 2005] 

§ 319.69–5 Types of soil authorized for 
packing. 

The following types of soil or earth 
are authorized as safe for packing: (a) 
Peat, (b) peat moss, and (c) Osmunda 
fiber. 

Subpart—Coffee 

SOURCE: 63 FR 65650, Nov. 30, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 319.73–1 Definitions. 
Administrator. The Administrator of 

the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, or any employee 
of the United States Department of Ag-
riculture delegated to act in his or her 
stead. 
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