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§652.1 Applicability.

(a) The regulations in this part set
forth the policies, procedures, and re-
quirements related to delivery of tech-
nical assistance by individuals and en-
tities other than the Department, here-
inafter referred to as technical service
providers (TSPs). The Food Security

7 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-13 Edition)

Act of 1985, requires the Secretary to
deliver technical assistance to eligible
participants for implementation of its
Title XII Programs and the conserva-
tion activities in the Agricultural Man-
agement Assistance Program, 7 U.S.C.
1524, directly, through an agreement
with a third party provider, or at the
option of the producer through pay-
ment to the producer for an approved
third party provider. This regulation
defines how a participant acquires
technical service from a third party
TSP, sets forth a certification and de-
certification process, and establishes a
method to make payments for tech-
nical services.

(b) TSPs may provide technical serv-
ices to eligible participants in con-
servation planning, education and out-
reach, and assistance with design and
implementation of conservation prac-
tices applied on private land, Indian
land, or where allowed by conservation
program rules on public land.

(c) The Chief may implement this
part in any of the 50 States, District of
Columbia, Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, Guam, Virgin Islands, American
Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Marianna Islands.

§652.2 Definitions.

The following definitions apply to
this part and all documents issued in
accordance with this part, unless speci-
fied otherwise:

Approved list means the list of indi-
viduals, private sector entities, or pub-
lic agencies certified by the Natural
Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) to provide technical services to
a participant.

Certification means the action taken
by NRCS to approve:

(1) An individual as meeting the min-
imum NRCS criteria for providing
technical service for conservation plan-
ning or a specific conservation practice
or system.

(2) An entity or public agency having
an employee or employees that meet
the minimum NRCS criteria for pro-
viding technical service for conserva-
tion planning or a specific conservation
practice or system.

Chief means the Chief of NRCS or
designee.
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