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at 5 U.S.C. 574. As a condition of par-
ticipation, the participants and any in-
terested parties joining the mediation 
must agree to the confidentiality of 
the mediation process. The mediator 
will not testify in administrative or ju-
dicial proceedings concerning the 
issues discussed in mediation, nor sub-
mit any report or record of the medi-
ation discussions, other than the medi-
ation agreement or the mediation re-
port, except as required by law. 

§ 614.12 Transcripts. 
(a) No recordings will be made of any 

informal hearing conducted under 
§ 614.9. In order to obtain an official 
record of a hearing, a participant may 
obtain a verbatim transcript as pro-
vided in paragraph (b) of this section. 

(b) Any party to an informal hearing 
appeal under § 614.9 may request that a 
verbatim transcript is made of the 
hearing proceedings and that such 
transcript is made the official record of 
the hearing. The party requesting a 
verbatim transcript must pay for the 
transcription service and provide a 
copy of the transcript to NRCS at no 
charge. 

§ 614.13 Appealability review. 
If NRCS states that a decision is not 

adverse to the individual participant, 
and thus, no right to appeal exists, 
NRCS will notify the participant that 
he may seek review of that determina-
tion from the NAD Director. 

§ 614.14 Computation of time. 
(a) The word ‘‘days’’ as used in this 

final rule means calendar days, unless 
specifically stated otherwise. 

(b) Deadlines for any action under 
this part, including deadlines for filing 
and decisions which fall on a Saturday, 
Sunday, Federal holiday, or other day 
on which the relevant NRCS office is 
closed during normal business hours, 
will be extended to close of business 
the next working day. 

§ 614.15 Implementation of final NAD 
determinations. 

(a) No later than 30 days after a NAD 
determination becomes a final admin-
istrative decision of USDA, NRCS will 
implement the determination. 

(b) Biannually, NRCS must file a re-
port on the status of implementation 
of final administrative determinations 
in accordance with section 14009 of the 
2008 Farm Bill. 

§ 614.16 Participation of third parties 
in NRCS proceedings. 

When an appeal is filed under this 
part, NRCS will notify any third party 
whose interests may be affected of the 
right to participate as an appellant in 
the appeal. If the third party declines 
to participate, then NRCS’ decision 
will be binding as to that third party 
as if the party had participated. If a 
formal hearing is conducted by NAD, 
third party issues will be decided by 
NAD. 

§ 614.17 Judicial review. 

A participant must receive a final de-
termination from NAD pursuant to 7 
CFR part 11 prior to seeking judicial 
review in any U.S. District Court of 
competent jurisdiction. 
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