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the live rabbits as frequently as cir-
cumstances may dictate, but not less 
than once every 4 hours, to assure that 
they are receiving sufficient air for 
normal breathing, their ambient tem-
peratures are within the prescribed 
limits, all other applicable standards 
are being complied with and to deter-
mine whether any of the live rabbits 
are in obvious physical disress and to 
provide any needed veterinary care as 
soon as possible. When transported by 
air, live rabbits shall be visually ob-
served by the carrier as frequently as 
circumstances may dictate, but not 
less than once every 4 hours, if the 
cargo space is accessible during flight. 
If the animal cargo space is not acces-
sible during flight, the carrier shall 
visually observe the live rabbits when-
ever loaded and unloaded and whenever 
the animal cargo space is otherwise ac-
cessible to assure that they are receiv-
ing sufficient air for normal breathing, 
their ambient temperatures are within 
the prescribed limits, all other applica-
ble standards are being complied with 
and to determine whether any such live 
rabbits are in obvious physical distress. 
The carrier shall provide any needed 
veterinary care as soon as possible. No 
rabbit in obvious physical distress 
shall be transported in commerce. 

(b) During the course of transpor-
tation, in commerce, live rabbits shall 
not be removed from their primary en-
closures unless placed in other primary 
enclosures or facilities conforming to 
the requirements provided in this sub-
part. 

§ 3.65 Terminal facilities. 
No person subject to the Animal Wel-

fare regulations shall commingle ship-
ments of live rabbits with inanimate 
cargo. All animal holding areas of a 
terminal facility where shipments of 
rabbits are maintained shall be cleaned 
and sanitized as prescribed in § 3.56 of 
the standards often enough to prevent 
an accumulation of debris or excreta, 
to minimize vermin infestation, and to 
prevent a disease hazard. An effective 
program for the control of insects, 
ectoparasites, and avian and mamma-
lian pests shall be established and 
maintained for all animal holding 
areas. Any animal holding area con-
taining live rabbits shall be provided 

with fresh air by means of windows, 
doors, vents, or air conditioning and 
may be ventilated or air circulated by 
means of fans, blowers, or an air condi-
tioning system so as to minimize 
drafts, odors, and moisture condensa-
tion. Auxiliary ventilation, such as ex-
haust fans and vents or fans or blowers 
or air conditioning shall be used for 
any animal holding area containing 
live rabbits when the air temperature 
within such animal holding area is 23.9 
°C. (75 °F.) or higher. The air tempera-
ture around any live rabbit in any ani-
mal holding area shall not be allowed 
to fall below 7.2 °C. (45 °F.) nor be al-
lowed to exceed 29.5 °C. (85 °F.) at any 
time. To ascertain compliance with the 
provisions of this paragraph, the air 
temperature around any live rabbit 
shall be measured and read outside the 
primary enclosure which contains such 
rabbit at a distance not to exceed .91 
meters (3 feet) from any one of the ex-
ternal walls of the primary enclosure 
and on a level parallel to the bottom of 
such primary enclosure at a point 
which approximates half the distance 
between the top and bottom of such 
primary enclosure. 

[43 FR 56216, Dec. 1, 1978, as amended at 55 
FR 28883, July 16, 1990]] 

§ 3.66 Handling. 
(a) Any person who is subject to the 

Animal Welfare regulations and who 
moves live rabbits from an animal 
holding area of a terminal facility to a 
primary conveyance or vice versa shall 
do so as quickly and efficiently as pos-
sible. Any person subject to the Animal 
Welfare regulations and holding any 
live rabbit in an animal holding area of 
a terminal facility or transporting any 
live rabbit to or from a terminal facil-
ity shall provide the following: 

(1) Shelter from sunlight. When sun-
light is likely to cause overheating or 
discomfort, sufficient shade shall be 
provided to protect the live rabbits 
from the direct rays of the sun and 
such live rabbits shall not be subjected 
to surrounding air temperatures which 
exceed 29.5 °C. (85 °F.), and which shall 
be measured and read in the manner 
prescribed in § 3.65 of this part, for a pe-
riod of more than 45 minutes. 

(2) Shelter from rain or snow. Live rab-
bits shall be provided protection to 
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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 3.75 

2 Nonhuman primates include a great diver-
sity of forms, ranging from the marmoset 
weighing only a few ounces, to the adult go-
rilla weighing hundreds of pounds, and in-
clude more than 240 species. They come from 
Asia, Africa, and Central and South Amer-
ica, and they live in different habitats in na-
ture. Some have been transported to the 
United States from their natural habitats 
and some have been raised in captivity in the 
United States. Their nutritional and activity 
requirements differ, as do their social and 
environmental requirements. As a result, the 
conditions appropriate for one species do not 
necessarily apply to another. Accordingly, 

these minimum specifications must be ap-
plied in accordance with the customary and 
generally accepted professional and hus-
bandry practices considered appropriate for 
each species, and necessary to promote their 
psychological well-being. 

These minimum standards apply only to 
live nonhuman primates, unless stated oth-
erwise. 

allow them to remain dry during rain 
or snow. 

(3) Shelter from cold weather. Trans-
porting devices shall be covered to pro-
vide protection for live rabbits when 
the outdoor air temperature falls below 
10 °C. (50 °F.), and such live rabbits 
shall not be subjected to surrounding 
air temperatures which fall below 7.2 
°C. (45 °F.), and which shall be meas-
ured and read in the manner prescribed 
in § 3.65 of this part, for a period of 
more than 45 minutes unless such rab-
bits are accompanied by a certificate of 
acclimation to lower temperatures as 
prescribed in § 3.60(c). 

(b) Care shall be exercised to avoid 
handling of the primary enclosure in 
such a manner that may cause physical 
or emotional trauma to the live rabbit 
contained therein. 

(c) Primary enclosures used to trans-
port any live rabbit shall not be tossed, 
dropped, or needlessly tilted and shall 
not be stacked in a manner which may 
reasonably be expected to result in 
their falling. 

[43 FR 21164, May 16, 1978, as amended at 43 
FR 56216, Dec. 1, 1978; 55 FR 28883, July 16, 
1990] 

Subpart D—Specifications for the 
Humane Handling, Care, 
Treatment, and Transportation 
of Nonhuman Primates 2 

SOURCE: 56 FR 6495, Feb. 15, 1991, unless 
otherwise noted. 

FACILITIES AND OPERATING STANDARDS 

§ 3.75 Housing facilities, general. 
(a) Structure: construction. Housing 

facilities for nonhuman primates must 

be designed and constructed so that 
they are structurally sound for the spe-
cies of nonhuman primates housed in 
them. They must be kept in good re-
pair, and they must protect the ani-
mals from injury, contain the animals 
securely, and restrict other animals 
from entering. 

(b) Condition and site. Housing facili-
ties and areas used for storing animal 
food or bedding must be free of any ac-
cumulation of trash, waste material, 
junk, weeds, and other discarded mate-
rials. Animal areas inside of housing 
facilities must be kept neat and free of 
clutter, including equipment, fur-
niture, or stored material, but may 
contain materials actually used and 
necessary for cleaning the area, and 
fixtures and equipment necessary for 
proper husbandry practices and re-
search needs. Housing facilities other 
than those maintained by research fa-
cilities and Federal research facilities 
must be physically separated from any 
other businesses. If a housing facility 
is located on the same premises as any 
other businesses, it must be physically 
separated from the other businesses so 
that animals the size of dogs, skunks, 
and raccoons, are prevented from en-
tering it. 

(c) Surfaces—(1) General requirements. 
The surfaces of housing facilities—in-
cluding perches, shelves, swings, boxes, 
houses, dens, and other furniture-type 
fixtures or objects within the facility— 
must be constructed in a manner and 
made of materials that allow them to 
be readily cleaned and sanitized, or re-
moved or replaced when worn or soiled. 
Furniture-type fixtures or objects must 
be sturdily constructed and must be 
strong enough to provide for the safe 
activity and welfare of nonhuman pri-
mates. Floors may be made of dirt, ab-
sorbent bedding, sand, gravel, grass, or 
other similar material that can be 
readily cleaned, or can be removed or 
replaced whenever cleaning does not 
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