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and all conditions of the permit are ob-
served, and if the live VHS-regulated 
fish species are handled as follows: 

(1) They are maintained under con-
tinuous confinement while in transit 
through the United States aboard an 
aircraft, ocean vessel, or other means 
of conveyance; or, if they are unloaded 
in the course of such transit, they are 
placed in a holding facility that is pro-
vided by the carrier or its agent and 
has been approved by the Adminis-
trator as adequate to prevent the 
spread within the United States of any 
finfish disease; they are maintained 
there under continuous confinement 
until loaded aboard a means of convey-
ance for transportation from the 
United States; and they are maintained 
under continuous confinement aboard 
such means of conveyance until it 
leaves the United States. 

(2) They are moved in accordance 
with any additional conditions pre-
scribed in the permit that the Adminis-
trator has determined to be necessary 
to ensure that the fish do not introduce 
VHS into the United States. 

(3) For a holding facility to be ap-
proved by the Administrator, the fol-
lowing conditions must be met: 

(i) The holding facility must be suffi-
ciently isolated to prevent direct or in-
direct contact of the live fish it con-
tains with any other live VHS-regu-
lated fish species in the United States. 

(ii) The holding facility must be con-
structed to provide adequate protec-
tion against environmental conditions 
and so that it can be adequately 
cleaned, washed, and disinfected. 

(iii) Provision must be made for dis-
posal of fish carcasses, shipping water, 
effluent, waste, and any associated 
shipping materials in a manner that 
will prevent dissemination of disease. 

(iv) Provision must be made for ade-
quate sources of feed and water and for 
attendants for the care and feeding of 
fish in the facility. 

(v) The holding facility must comply 
with all applicable local, State, and 
Federal requirements for environ-
mental quality. 

(vi) The holding facility must comply 
with any additional requirements that 
the Administrator may impose on a 
particular shipment in order to prevent 
the dissemination of disease. 

(g) Other provisions of this subpart 
relating to the importation of live 
VHS-regulated fish shall not apply to 
fish moved into the United States from 
VHS-regulated regions during catch- 
and-release fishing. 

§ 93.911 Ports designated for the im-
portation of live VHS-regulated fish 
species. 

(a) Live VHS-regulated fish from 
VHS-regulated regions may be im-
ported into the United States without 
an import permit through the fol-
lowing Canadian border ports: 
Eastport, ID; Houlton and Jackman, 
ME; Detroit, Port Huron, and Sault 
Ste. Marie, MI; Baudette, MN; Opheim, 
Raymond, and Sweetgrass, MT; Alex-
andria Bay, Buffalo, and Champlain, 
NY; Dunseith, Pembina, and Portal, 
ND; Derby Line and Highgate Springs, 
VT; and Oroville and Sumas, WA. 

(b) Live VHS-regulated fish may be 
imported into the United States with 
an import permit through the fol-
lowing ports: Anchorage, AK; Los An-
geles and San Francisco, CA; Miami 
and Tampa, FL; Atlanta, GA; Hono-
lulu, HI; Chicago, IL; Boston, MA; New-
ark, NJ; Jamaica and Newburgh, NY; 
Portland, OR; Memphis, TN; Dallas-Ft. 
Worth, TX; Seattle, WA; and San Juan, 
PR. 

(c) Designation of other ports. Other 
ports may be designated by the Admin-
istrator in specific cases with the con-
currence of the Secretary of the De-
partment of Homeland Security. 

§ 93.912 Import permits. 

(a) Live VHS-regulated fish imported 
from VHS-regulated regions through a 
limited port as described in § 93.911(b) 
must be accompanied by an import per-
mit issued by APHIS and must be im-
ported within 30 days of the proposed 
arrival date stated in the import per-
mit. 

(b) An application for an import per-
mit must be submitted for each ship-
ment of live VHS-regulated fish to the 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service, Veterinary Services, National 
Center for Import and Export, 4700 
River Road Unit 38, Riverdale, MD 
20737–1231. Application forms for im-
port permits may be obtained from this 
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address. Applications may also be ob-
tained from the following APHIS Web 
site: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/ncie/ 
pdf/vs17-129.pdf. 

(c) A completed application must in-
clude the following information: 

(1) The name and address of the per-
son intending to export live VHS-regu-
lated fish to the United States; 

(2) The proposed date of shipment to 
the United States; 

(3) The name and address of the per-
son intending to import live VHS-regu-
lated fish into the United States; 

(4) The species and number of live 
VHS-regulated fish to be imported into 
the United States; 

(5) The purpose of the importation; 
(6) The port of embarkation; 
(7) The mode of transportation; 
(8) The route of travel, including all 

carrier stops en route; 
(9) The port of entry in the United 

States; 
(10) The proposed date of arrival in 

the United States; and 
(11) The name and address of the per-

son to whom the live VHS-regulated 
fish will be delivered in the United 
States. 

(d) If APHIS determines that the live 
VHS-regulated fish from VHS-regu-
lated regions are eligible for importa-
tion, APHIS will issue an import per-
mit indicating the applicable condi-
tions for importation. An import per-
mit does not guarantee that any live 
VHS-regulated fish will be allowed 
entry into the United States; the VHS- 
regulated fish will be allowed to enter 
the United States only if they meet all 
applicable requirements of the permit 
and regulations. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0340) 

§ 93.913 Health certificate. 
(a) General. All live VHS-regulated 

fish that are imported from VHS-regu-
lated regions for other than immediate 
slaughter or research or laboratory use 
must be accompanied by a health cer-
tificate issued by a full-time salaried 
veterinarian of the national govern-
ment of the exporting country, or 
issued by a certifying official and en-
dorsed by the competent authority of 
that country. The health certificate 
must be written in English or contain 

an English translation. The health cer-
tificate will be valid for 30 days from 
the date of issuance. The health certifi-
cate for the live VHS-regulated fish 
must state that: 

(1) The live fish were inspected by the 
veterinarian or certifying official who 
issued the certificate within 72 hours 
prior to shipment, and were found to be 
free of any clinical signs of disease con-
sistent with VHS; and 

(2) The live fish covered by the health 
certificate originated in a region or fa-
cility that has demonstrated freedom 
from VHS through testing in accord-
ance with paragraphs (b) and (c) of this 
section. 

(b) Testing. A facility can dem-
onstrate freedom from VHS through 
negative testing results by a pathogen 
detection laboratory approved for VHS 
viral assays by the competent author-
ity of that country. Testing must meet 
the following conditions: 

(1) Testing must be conducted with a 
testing sample size that provides for a 
95 percent confidence level of detecting 
a 2 percent prevalence of infection in 
the facility. 

(i) Facilities with cultured fish of 
VHS-regulated species which can docu-
ment a 2-year history of negative test-
ing for VHS virus can conduct testing 
at a sampling level to provide a 95 per-
cent confidence level of detecting a 5 
percent prevalence of infection in the 
facility. Such testing must be con-
ducted twice a year, with at least 3 
months between tests. 

(ii) Facilities with cultured fish of 
VHS-regulated species which can docu-
ment a 4-year history of negative test-
ing for VHS virus can conduct testing 
at a sampling level to provide a 95 per-
cent confidence level of detecting a 10 
percent prevalence of infection in the 
facility. Such testing must be con-
ducted twice a year, with at least 3 
months between tests. 

(iii) Such facilities must be on a se-
cure water source, and document that 
any VHS-regulated species in the facil-
ity that originated in VHS-regulated 
States or Canadian provinces originate 
from facilities of the same or higher 
health status. 

(2) Tests must include virus isolation 
or other assays authorized by the com-
petent authority, using appropriate 
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