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are required under Part 73 of this chap-
ter if the licensee is a construction per-
mit applicant or holder or an early site
permit  holder, as described in
§26.3(c)(3) through (c)(b), respectively,
or are included in the licensee’s appli-
cation if the licensee is a combined li-
cense applicant or holder, as described
in §26.3(c)(1) and (c)(2), respectively.

Shift cycle means a series of consecu-
tive work shifts and days off that is
planned by the licensee or other entity
to repeat regularly, thereby consti-
tuting a continuous shift schedule.

Standard means a reference material
of known purity or a solution con-
taining a reference material at a
known concentration.

Strategic  special nuclear material
(SSNM) means uranium-235 (contained
in uranium enriched to 20 percent or
more in the uranium-235 isotope), ura-
nium-233, or plutonium.

Substance abuse means the use, sale,
or possession of illegal drugs, or the
abuse of prescription and over-the-
counter drugs, or the abuse of alcohol.

Substituted specimen means a speci-
men with creatinine and specific grav-
ity values that are so diminished or so
divergent that they are not consistent
with normal human physiology.

Subversion and subvert the testing proc-
ess mean a willful act to avoid being
tested or to bring about an inaccurate
drug or alcohol test result for oneself
or others at any stage of the testing
process (including selection and notifi-
cation of individuals for testing, speci-
men collection, specimen analysis, and
test result reporting), and adulter-
ating, substituting, or otherwise caus-
ing a specimen to provide an inac-
curate test result.

Supervises or manages means the exer-
cise of control over a work activity by
an individual who is not directly in-
volved in the execution of the work ac-
tivity, but who either makes technical
decisions for that activity without sub-
sequent technical review, or is ulti-
mately responsible for the correct per-
formance of that work activity.

Ten (10)-hour shift schedule means a
schedule that averages more than 9
hours, but not more than 11 hours, per
workday over the entire shift cycle.

Transporter means a general licensee,
under 10 CFR 70.20(a), who is author-
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ized to possess formula quantities of
SSNM, in the regular course of car-
riage for another or storage incident
thereto, and includes the driver or op-
erator of any conveyance, and the ac-
companying guards or escorts.

Twelve (12)-hour shift schedule means
a schedule that averages more than 11
hours, but not more than 12 hours, per
workday over the entire shift cycle.

Unit outage means, for the purposes
of this part, that the reactor unit is
disconnected from the electrical grid.

Validity screening test means a test to
determine the need for initial validity
testing of a urine specimen, using a
non-instrumented test in which the
endpoint result is obtained by visual
evaluation (read by the human eye), or
a test that is instrumented to the ex-
tent that results are machine-read.

Validity screening test lot means a
group of validity screening tests that
were made from the same starting ma-
terial.

§26.7 Interpretations.

Except as specifically authorized by
the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the meaning of the regula-
tions in this part by any officer or em-
ployee of the Commission other than a
written interpretation by the General
Counsel will be recognized to be bind-
ing on the Commission.

§26.8 Information collection require-
ments: OMB approval.

(a) The NRC has submitted the infor-
mation collection requirements con-
tained in this part for approval by the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).
The NRC may not conduct or sponsor,
and a person is not required to respond
to, a collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number. OMB has approved the infor-
mation collection requirements con-
tained in this part under control num-
ber 3150-0146.

(b) The approved information collec-
tion requirements contained in this
part appear in §§26.9, 26.27, 26.29, 26.31,
26.33, 26.35, 26.37, 26.39, 26.41, 26.53, 26.55,
26.57, 26.59, 26.61, 26.63, 26.65, 26.67, 26.69,
26.75, 26.77, 26.85, 26.87, 26.89, 26.91, 26.93,
26.95, 26.97, 26.99, 26.101, 26.103, 26.107,
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26.109, 26.111, 26.113, 26.115, 26.117, 26.119,
26.125, 26.127, 26.129, 26.135, 26.137, 26.139,
26.153, 26.155, 26.157, 26.159, 26.163, 26.165,
26.167, 26.168, 26.169, 26.183, 26.185, 26.187,
26.189, 26.203, 26.205, 26.207, 26.211, 26.401,
26.403, 26.405, 26.406, 26.407, 26.411, 26.413,
26.415, 26.417, 26.711, 26.713, 26.715, 26.717,
26.719, and 26.821.

§26.9 Specific exemptions.

Upon application of any interested
person or on its own initiative, the
Commission may grant such exemp-
tions from the requirements of the reg-
ulations in this part as it determines
are authorized by law and will not en-
danger life or property or the common
defense and security, and are otherwise
in the public interest.

§26.11 Communications.

Except where otherwise specified in
this part, all communications, applica-
tions, and reports concerning the regu-
lations in this part must be sent either
by mail addressed to ATTN: NRC Docu-
ment Control Desk, U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, Washington, DC
20555-0001; by hand delivery to the
NRC’s offices at 11555 Rockville Pike,
Rockville, Maryland, between the
hours of 8:15 a.m. and 4 p.m. eastern
time; or, where practicable, by elec-
tronic submission, for example, via
Electronic Information Exchange, e-
mail, or CD-ROM. Electronic submis-
sions must be made in a manner that
enables the NRC to receive, read, au-
thenticate, distribute, and archive the
submission, and process and retrieve it
a single page at a time. Detailed guid-
ance on making electronic submissions
can be obtained by visiting the NRC’s
Web site at http:/www.nrc.gov/site-help/
e-submittals.html; by e-mail to
MSHD.Resource@nrc.gov;, or by writing
the Office of Information Services, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555-0001. The guid-
ance discusses, among other topics, the
formats the NRC can accept, the use of
electronic signatures, and the treat-
ment of nonpublic information. Copies
of all communications must be sent to
the appropriate regional office and
resident inspector (addresses for the
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NRC Regional Offices are listed in Ap-
pendix D to Part 20 of this chapter).

[73 FR 17176, Mar. 31, 2008, as amended at 74
FR 62681, Dec. 1, 2009]

Subpart B—Program Elements

§26.21 Fitness-for-duty program.

The licensees and other entities spec-
ified in §26.3(a) through (c) shall estab-
lish, implement, and maintain FFD
programs that, at a minimum, com-
prise the program elements contained
in this subpart. The individuals speci-
fied in §26.4(a) through (e) and (g), and,
at the licensee’s or other entity’s dis-
cretion, §26.4(f), and, if necessary,
§26.4(j) shall be subject to these FFD
programs. Licensees and other entities
may rely on the FFD program or pro-
gram elements of a C/V, as defined in
§26.5, if the C/V’s FFD program or pro-
gram elements meet the applicable re-
quirements of this part.

§26.23 Performance objectives.

Fitness-for-duty programs must—

(a) Provide reasonable assurance that
individuals are trustworthy and reli-
able as demonstrated by the avoidance
of substance abuse;

(b) Provide reasonable assurance that
individuals are not under the influence
of any substance, legal or illegal, or
mentally or physically impaired from
any cause, which in any way adversely
affects their ability to safely and com-
petently perform their duties;

(c) Provide reasonable measures for
the early detection of individuals who
are not fit to perform the duties that
require them to be subject to the FFD
program;

(d) Provide reasonable assurance that
the workplaces subject to this part are
free from the presence and effects of il-
legal drugs and alcohol; and

(e) Provide reasonable assurance that
the effects of fatigue and degraded
alertness on individuals’ abilities to
safely and competently perform their
duties are managed commensurate
with maintaining public health and
safety.
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