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Act of 1974, as amended, and part 50, 
part 52, or part 54 of this chapter, 

(b) Provide for the terms and condi-
tions upon which the Commission will 
issue or modify these licenses, and 

(c) Provide for the terms and condi-
tions to maintain and renew these li-
censes. 

[52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 72 
FR 49560, Aug. 28, 2007] 

§ 55.2 Scope. 
The regulations in this part apply 

to— 
(a) Any individual who manipulates 

the controls of any utilization facility 
licensed under parts 50, 52, or 54 of this 
chapter, 

(b) Any individual designated by a fa-
cility licensee to be responsible for di-
recting any licensed activity of a li-
censed operator. 

(c) Any facility license. 

[52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 59 
FR 5938, Feb. 9, 1994; 72 FR 49560, Aug. 28, 
2007] 

§ 55.3 License requirements. 
A person must be authorized by a li-

cense issued by the Commission to per-
form the function of an operator or a 
senior operator as defined in this part. 

§ 55.4 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Act means the Atomic Energy Act of 

1954, including any amendments to the 
Act. 

Actively performing the functions of an 
operator or senior operator means that 
an individual has a position on the 
shift crew that requires the individual 
to be licensed as defined in the facili-
ty’s technical specifications, and that 
the individual carries out and is re-
sponsible for the duties covered by that 
position. 

Commission means the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission or its duly author-
ized representatives. 

Controls when used with respect to a 
nuclear reactor means apparatus and 
mechanisms the manipulation of which 
directly affects the reactivity or power 
level of the reactor. 

Facility means any utilization facil-
ity as defined in part 50 of this chapter. 
In cases for which a license is issued 

for operation of two or more facilities, 
facility means all facilities identified in 
the license. 

Facility licensee means an applicant 
for or holder of a license for a facility. 

Licensee means an individual licensed 
operator or senior operator. 

Operator means any individual li-
censed under this part to manipulate a 
control of a facility. 

Performance testing means testing 
conducted to verify a simulation facili-
ty’s performance as compared to actual 
or predicted reference plant perform-
ance. 

Physician means an individual li-
censed by a State or territory of the 
United States, the District of Columbia 
or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
to dispense drugs in the practice of 
medicine. 

Plant-referenced simulator means a 
simulator modeling the systems of the 
reference plant with which the oper-
ator interfaces in the control room, in-
cluding operating consoles, and which 
permits use of the reference plant’s 
procedures. 

Reference plant means the specific nu-
clear power plant from which a simula-
tion facility’s control room configura-
tion, system control arrangement, and 
design data are derived. 

Senior operator means any individual 
licensed under this part to manipulate 
the controls of a facility and to direct 
the licensed activities of licensed oper-
ators. 

Simulation facility means one or more 
of the following components, alone or 
in combination: used for either the par-
tial conduct of operating tests for oper-
ators, senior operators, and license ap-
plicants, or to establish on-the-job 
training and experience prerequisites 
for operator license eligibility: 

(1) A plant-referenced simulator; 
(2) A Commission-approved simulator 

under § 55.46(b); or 
(3) Another simulation device, in-

cluding part-task and limited scope 
simulation devices, approved under 
§ 55.46(b). 

Systems approach to training means a 
training program that includes the fol-
lowing five elements: 

(1) Systematic analysis of the jobs to 
be performed. 
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(2) Learning objectives derived from 
the analysis which describe desired per-
formance after training. 

(3) Training design and implementa-
tion based on the learning objectives. 

(4) Evaluation of trainee mastery of 
the objectives during training. 

(5) Evaluation and revision of the 
training based on the performance of 
trained personnel in the job setting. 

United States, when used in a geo-
graphical sense, includes Puerto Rico 
and all territories and possessions of 
the United States. 

[52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 66 
FR 52667, Oct. 17, 2001] 

§ 55.5 Communications. 
(a) Except as provided under a re-

gional licensing program identified in 
paragraph (b) of this section, an appli-
cant or licensee or facility licensee 
shall submit any communication or re-
port concerning the regulations in this 
part and shall submit any application 
filed under these regulations to the 
Commission as follows: 

(1) By mail addressed to—Director, 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
or Director, Office of New Reactors, as 
appropriate, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, DC 20555– 
0001; or 

(2) By delivery in person to the NRC’s 
offices at 11555 Rockville Pike, Rock-
ville, Maryland, or 

(3) Where practicable, by electronic 
submission, for example, via Electronic 
Information Exchange, or CD-ROM. 
Electronic submissions must be made 
in a manner that enables the NRC to 
receive, read, authenticate, distribute, 
and archive the submission, and proc-
ess and retrieve it a single page at a 
time. Detailed guidance on making 
electronic submissions can be obtained 
by visiting the NRC’s Web site at http:// 
www.nrc.gov/site-help/e-submittals.html; 
by e-mail to MSHD.Resource@nrc.gov; 
or by writing the Office of Information 
Services, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, DC 20555– 
0001. The guidance discusses, among 
other topics, the formats the NRC can 
accept, the use of electronic signa-
tures, and the treatment of nonpublic 
information. 

(b)(1) Except for test and research re-
actor facilities, the Director, Office of 

Nuclear Reactor Regulation or Direc-
tor, Office of New Reactors, as appro-
priate, has delegated to the Regional 
Administrators of Regions I, II, III, and 
IV authority and responsibility under 
the regulations in this part for the 
issuance and renewal of licenses for op-
erators and senior operators of nuclear 
power reactors licensed under 10 CFR 
part 50 or part 52 of this chapter and lo-
cated in these regions. 

(2) Any application for a license or li-
cense renewal filed under the regula-
tions in this part involving a nuclear 
power reactor licensed under 10 CFR 
part 50 or part 52 of this chapter and 
any related inquiry, communication, 
information, or report must be sub-
mitted to the Regional Administrator 
by an appropriate method listed in 
paragraph (a) of this section. The Re-
gional Administrator or the Adminis-
trator’s designee will transmit to the 
Director, Office of New Reactors or Di-
rector, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regu-
lation, as appropriate, any matter that 
is not within the scope of the Regional 
Administrator’s delegated authority. 

(i) If the nuclear power reactor is lo-
cated in Region I, submissions must be 
made to the Regional Administrator of 
Region I. Submissions by mail or hand 
delivery must be addressed to the Ad-
ministrator at U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, 2100 Renaissance Boule-
vard, Suite 100, King of Prussia, PA 
19406–2713; where email is appropriate 
it should be addressed to 
RidsRgn1MailCenter.Resource@nrc.gov. 

(ii) If the nuclear power reactor is lo-
cated in Region II, submissions must 
be made to the Regional Administrator 
of Region II. Submissions by mail or 
hand delivery must be addressed to the 
Regional Administrator at U.S. Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, 245 
Peachtree Center Avenue, NE., Suite 
1200, Atlanta, Georgia 30303–1257. Where 
e-mail is appropriate, it should be ad-
dressed to RidsRgn2MailCenter@nrc.gov. 

(iii) If the nuclear power reactor is 
located in Region III, submissions must 
be made to the Regional Administrator 
of Region III. Submissions by mail or 
hand delivery must be addressed to the 
Administrator at U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, 2443 Warrenville 
Road, Suite 210, Lisle, IL 60532–4352; 
where e-mail is appropriate it should 
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