
45 

Comptroller of the Currency, Treasury § 3.20 

credit default swap spreads, options 
implied volatility, and measures of sys-
temic risk. 

(v) Effective date of adjusted counter-
cyclical capital buffer amount. (A) In-
crease adjustment. A determination by 
the OCC under paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of 
this section to increase the counter-
cyclical capital buffer amount will be 
effective 12 months from the date of 
announcement, unless the OCC estab-
lishes an earlier effective date and in-
cludes a statement articulating the 
reasons for the earlier effective date. 

(B) Decrease adjustment. A determina-
tion by the OCC to decrease the estab-
lished countercyclical capital buffer 
amount under paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of 
this section will be effective on the day 
following announcement of the final 
determination or the earliest date per-
missible under applicable law or regu-
lation, whichever is later. 

(vi) Twelve month sunset. The counter-
cyclical capital buffer amount will re-
turn to zero percent 12 months after 
the effective date that the adjusted 
countercyclical capital buffer amount 
is announced, unless the OCC an-
nounces a decision to maintain the ad-
justed countercyclical capital buffer 
amount or adjust it again before the 
expiration of the 12-month period. 

(3) Countercyclical capital buffer 
amount for foreign jurisdictions. The OCC 
will adjust the countercyclical capital 
buffer amount for private sector credit 
exposures to reflect decisions made by 
foreign jurisdictions consistent with 
due process requirements described in 
paragraph (b)(2) of this section. 

[78 FR 62157, 62273, 62274, Oct. 11, 2013] 

§§ 3.12–3.19 [Reserved] 

Subpart C—Definition of Capital 

SOURCE: 78 FR 62157, 62273, Oct. 11, 2013, un-
less otherwise noted. 

§ 3.20 Capital components and eligi-
bility criteria for regulatory capital 
instruments. 

(a) Regulatory capital components. A 
national bank’s or Federal savings as-
sociation’s regulatory capital compo-
nents are: 

(1) Common equity tier 1 capital; 
(2) Additional tier 1 capital; and 

(3) Tier 2 capital. 
(b) Common equity tier 1 capital. Com-

mon equity tier 1 capital is the sum of 
the common equity tier 1 capital ele-
ments in this paragraph (b), minus reg-
ulatory adjustments and deductions in 
§ 3.22. The common equity tier 1 capital 
elements are: 

(1) Any common stock instruments 
(plus any related surplus) issued by the 
national bank or Federal savings asso-
ciation, net of treasury stock, and any 
capital instruments issued by mutual 
banking organizations, that meet all 
the following criteria: 

(i) The instrument is paid-in, issued 
directly by the national bank or Fed-
eral savings association, and represents 
the most subordinated claim in a re-
ceivership, insolvency, liquidation, or 
similar proceeding of the national 
bank or Federal savings association; 

(ii) The holder of the instrument is 
entitled to a claim on the residual as-
sets of the national bank or Federal 
savings association that is propor-
tional with the holder’s share of the 
national bank’s or Federal savings as-
sociation’s issued capital after all sen-
ior claims have been satisfied in a re-
ceivership, insolvency, liquidation, or 
similar proceeding; 

(iii) The instrument has no maturity 
date, can only be redeemed via discre-
tionary repurchases with the prior ap-
proval of the OCC, and does not contain 
any term or feature that creates an in-
centive to redeem; 

(iv) The national bank or Federal 
savings association did not create at 
issuance of the instrument through 
any action or communication an expec-
tation that it will buy back, cancel, or 
redeem the instrument, and the instru-
ment does not include any term or fea-
ture that might give rise to such an ex-
pectation; 

(v) Any cash dividend payments on 
the instrument are paid out of the na-
tional bank’s or Federal savings asso-
ciation’s net income or retained earn-
ings and are not subject to a limit im-
posed by the contractual terms gov-
erning the instrument. 

(vi) The national bank or Federal 
savings association has full discretion 
at all times to refrain from paying any 
dividends and making any other dis-
tributions on the instrument without 
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