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7 The FDIC expects that any adjustment 
will be based on a determination made joint-
ly by the Board, OCC, and FDIC. 

buffer amount with respect to credit expo-
sures in the United States. The initial 
countercyclical capital buffer amount 
in the United States is zero. 

(ii) Adjustment of the countercyclical 
capital buffer amount. The FDIC will ad-
just the countercyclical capital buffer 
amount for credit exposures in the 
United States in accordance with appli-
cable law.7 

(iii) Range of countercyclical capital 
buffer amount. The FDIC will adjust the 
countercyclical capital buffer amount 
for credit exposures in the United 
States between zero percent and 2.5 
percent of risk-weighted assets. 

(iv) Adjustment determination. The 
FDIC will base its decision to adjust 
the countercyclical capital buffer 
amount under this section on a range 
of macroeconomic, financial, and su-
pervisory information indicating an in-
crease in systemic risk including, but 
not limited to, the ratio of credit to 
gross domestic product, a variety of 
asset prices, other factors indicative of 
relative credit and liquidity expansion 
or contraction, funding spreads, credit 
condition surveys, indices based on 
credit default swap spreads, options 
implied volatility, and measures of sys-
temic risk. 

(v) Effective date of adjusted counter-
cyclical capital buffer amount—(A) In-
crease adjustment. A determination by 
the FDIC under paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of 
this section to increase the counter-
cyclical capital buffer amount will be 
effective 12 months from the date of 
announcement, unless the FDIC estab-
lishes an earlier effective date and in-
cludes a statement articulating the 
reasons for the earlier effective date. 

(B) Decrease adjustment. A determina-
tion by the FDIC to decrease the estab-
lished countercyclical capital buffer 
amount under paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of 
this section will be effective on the day 
following announcement of the final 
determination or the earliest date per-
missible under applicable law or regu-
lation, whichever is later. 

(vi) Twelve month sunset. The counter-
cyclical capital buffer amount will re-
turn to zero percent 12 months after 

the effective date that the adjusted 
countercyclical capital buffer amount 
is announced, unless the FDIC an-
nounces a decision to maintain the ad-
justed countercyclical capital buffer 
amount or adjust it again before the 
expiration of the 12-month period. 

(3) Countercyclical capital buffer 
amount for foreign jurisdictions. The 
FDIC will adjust the countercyclical 
capital buffer amount for private sec-
tor credit exposures to reflect decisions 
made by foreign jurisdictions con-
sistent with due process requirements 
described in paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section. 

§§ 324.12—324.19 [Reserved] 

Subpart C—Definition of Capital 

§ 324.20 Capital components and eligi-
bility criteria for regulatory capital 
instruments. 

(a) Regulatory capital components. An 
FDIC-supervised institution’s regu-
latory capital components are: 

(1) Common equity tier 1 capital; 
(2) Additional tier 1 capital; and 
(3) Tier 2 capital. 
(b) Common equity tier 1 capital. Com-

mon equity tier 1 capital is the sum of 
the common equity tier 1 capital ele-
ments in this paragraph (b), minus reg-
ulatory adjustments and deductions in 
§ 324.22. The common equity tier 1 cap-
ital elements are: 

(1) Any common stock instruments 
(plus any related surplus) issued by the 
FDIC-supervised institution, net of 
treasury stock, and any capital instru-
ments issued by mutual banking orga-
nizations, that meet all the following 
criteria: 

(i) The instrument is paid-in, issued 
directly by the FDIC-supervised insti-
tution, and represents the most subor-
dinated claim in a receivership, insol-
vency, liquidation, or similar pro-
ceeding of the FDIC-supervised institu-
tion; 

(ii) The holder of the instrument is 
entitled to a claim on the residual as-
sets of the FDIC-supervised institution 
that is proportional with the holder’s 
share of the FDIC-supervised institu-
tion’s issued capital after all senior 
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