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Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation § 390.148 

We Do Business In Accordance With Fed-
eral Fair Lending Laws. 

UNDER THE FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING 
ACT, IT IS ILLEGAL, ON THE BASIS OF 
RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL ORIGIN, RELI-
GION, SEX, HANDICAP, OR FAMILIAL 
STATUS (HAVING CHILDREN UNDER THE 
AGE OF 18) TO: 

[ ] Deny a loan for the purpose of pur-
chasing, constructing, improving, repairing 
or maintaining a dwelling or to deny any 
loan secured by a dwelling; or 

[ ] Discriminate in fixing the amount, in-
terest rate, duration, application procedures, 
or other terms or conditions of such a loan 
or in appraising property. 

IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE BEEN DIS-
CRIMINATED AGAINST, YOU SHOULD: 

SEND A COMPLAINT TO: 
Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing and 

Equal Opportunity, Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, Washington, DC 
20410. 

For processing under the Federal Fair 
Housing Act 

AND TO: 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 

Consumer Response Center, 1100 Walnut St, 
Box #11, Kansas City, MO 64106 

For processing under FDIC Regulations. 
UNDER THE EQUAL CREDIT OPPOR-

TUNITY ACT, IT IS ILLEGAL TO DIS-
CRIMINATE IN ANY CREDIT TRANS-
ACTION: 

[ ] On the basis of race, color, national or-
igin, religion, sex, marital status, or age; 

[ ] Because income is from public assist-
ance; or 

[ ] Because a right has been exercised 
under the Consumer Credit Protection Act. 

IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE BEEN DIS-
CRIMINATED AGAINST, YOU SHOULD 
SEND A COMPLAINT TO: 

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
Consumer Response Center, 1100 Walnut St, 
Box #11, Kansas City, MO 64106 

§ 390.147 Loan application register. 
State savings associations and other 

lenders required to file Home Mortgage 
Disclosure Act Loan Application Reg-
isters with the FDIC in accordance 

with 12 CFR part 203 must enter the 
reason for denial, using the codes pro-
vided in 12 CFR part 203, with respect 
to all loan denials. 

§ 390.148 Nondiscrimination in em-
ployment. 

(a) No State savings association 
shall, because of an individual’s race, 
color, religion, sex, or national origin: 

(1) Fail or refuse to hire such indi-
vidual; 

(2) Discharge such individual; 
(3) Otherwise discriminate against 

such individual with respect to such in-
dividual’s compensation, promotion, or 
the terms, conditions, or privileges of 
such individual’s employment; or 

(4) Discriminate in admission to, or 
employment in, any program of ap-
prenticeship, training, or retraining, 
including on-the-job training. 

(b) No State savings association shall 
limit, segregate, or classify its employ-
ees in any way which would deprive or 
tend to deprive any individual of em-
ployment opportunities or otherwise 
adversely affect such individual’s sta-
tus as an employee because of such in-
dividual’s race, color, religion, sex, or 
national origin. 

(c) No State savings association shall 
discriminate against any employee or 
applicant for employment because such 
employee or applicant has opposed any 
employment practice made unlawful by 
Federal, State, or local law or regula-
tion or because he has in good faith 
made a charge of such practice or testi-
fied, assisted, or participated in any 
manner in an investigation, pro-
ceeding, or hearing of such practice by 
any lawfully constituted authority. 

(d) No State savings association shall 
print or publish or cause to be printed 
or published any notice or advertise-
ment relating to employment by such 
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savings association indicating any 
preference, limitation, specification, or 
discrimination based on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, or national origin. 

(e) This regulation shall not apply in 
any case in which the Federal Equal 
Employment Opportunities law is made 
inapplicable by the provisions of sec-
tion 2000e–1 or sections 2000e–2 (e) 
through (j) of title 42, United States 
Code. 

(f) Any violation of the following 
laws or regulations by a State savings 
association shall be deemed to be a vio-
lation of this subpart: 

(1) The Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 
2000e–2000h–2, and Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission (EEOC) regu-
lations at 29 CFR part 1600; 

(2) The Age Discrimination in Em-
ployment Act, 29 U.S.C. 621–633, and 
EEOC and Department of Labor regula-
tions; 

(3) Department of the Treasury regu-
lations at 31 CFR part 12 and Office of 
Federal Contract Compliance Pro-
grams (OFCCP) regulations at 41 CFR 
part 60; 

(4) The Veterans Employment and 
Readjustment Act of 1972, 38 U.S.C. 
2011–2012, and the Vietnam Era Vet-
erans Readjustment Adjustment As-
sistance Act of 1974, 38 U.S.C. 2021–2026; 

(5) The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 
U.S.C. 701 et al.; and 

(6) The Immigration and Nationality 
Act, 8 U.S.C. 1324b, and INS regulations 
at 8 CFR part 274a. 

§ 390.149 Complaints. 
Complaints regarding discrimination 

in lending by a State savings associa-
tion shall be referred to the Assistant 
Secretary for Fair Housing and Equal 
Opportunity, U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, Wash-
ington, DC 20410 for processing under 
the Fair Housing Act, and to the Direc-
tor, Division of Depositor and Con-
sumer Protection, Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation, 550 17th Street, 
NW., Washington, DC 20249 for proc-
essing under FDIC regulations. Com-
plaints regarding discrimination in em-
ployment by a State savings associa-
tion should be referred to the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Washington, DC 20506 and a copy, for 

information only, sent to the Director, 
Division of Depositor and Consumer 
Protection, Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, 550 17th Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20249. 

§ 390.150 Guidelines relating to non-
discrimination in lending. 

(a) General. Fair housing and equal 
opportunity in home financing is a pol-
icy of the United States established by 
Federal statutes and Presidential or-
ders and proclamations. In furtherance 
of the Federal civil rights laws and the 
economical home financing purposes of 
the statutes administered by the FDIC, 
the FDIC has adopted, in this subpart, 
nondiscrimination regulations that, 
among other things, prohibit arbitrary 
refusals to consider loan applications 
on the basis of the age or location of a 
dwelling, and prohibit discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (having one 
or more children under the age of 18), 
marital status, age (provided the per-
son has the capacity to contract), or 
national origin in fixing the amount, 
interest rate, duration, application 
procedures, collection or enforcement 
procedures, or other terms or condi-
tions of housing related loans. Such 
discrimination is also prohibited in the 
purchase of loans and securities. This 
section provides supplementary guide-
lines to aid savings associations in de-
veloping and implementing non-
discriminatory lending policies. Each 
State savings association should reex-
amine its underwriting standards at 
least annually in order to ensure equal 
opportunity. 

(b) Loan underwriting standards. The 
basic purpose of the FDIC’s non-
discrimination regulations is to require 
that every applicant be given an equal 
opportunity to obtain a loan. Each 
loan applicant’s creditworthiness 
should be evaluated on an individual 
basis without reference to presumed 
characteristics of a group. The use of 
lending standards which have no eco-
nomic basis and which are discrimina-
tory in effect is a violation of law even 
in the absence of an actual intent to 
discriminate. However, a standard 
which has a discriminatory effect is 
not necessarily improper if its use 
achieves a genuine business need which 
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