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(c) If the CRO determines that the 
carrier’s action does not violate a pro-
vision of this part, the CRO must pro-
vide to the complainant a written 
statement including a summary of the 
facts and the reasons, under this part, 
for the determination. 

(d) The statements required to be 
provided under this section must in-
form the complainant of his or her 
right to pursue DOT enforcement ac-
tion under this part. The CRO must 
provide the statement in person to the 
complainant at the airport if possible; 
otherwise, it must be forwarded to the 
complainant within 30 calendar days of 
the complaint. 

[Docket OST–2004–19482, 73 FR 27665, May 13, 
2008, as amended at 75 FR 44887, July 30, 2010] 

§ 382.155 How must carriers respond 
to written complaints? 

(a) As a carrier providing service 
using aircraft with 19 or more pas-
senger seats, you must respond to writ-
ten complaints received by any means 
(e.g., letter, fax, e-mail, electronic in-
stant message) concerning matters 
covered buy this part. 

(b) As a passenger making a written 
complaint, you must state whether you 
had contacted a CRO in the matter, 
provide the name of the CRO and the 
date of the contact, if available, and 
enclose any written response you re-
ceived from the CRO. 

(c) As a carrier, you are not required 
to respond to a complaint postmarked 
or transmitted more than 45 days after 
the date of the incident, except for 
complaints referred to you by the De-
partment of Transportation. 

(d) As a carrier, you must make a 
dispositive written response to a writ-
ten disability complaint within 30 days 
of its receipt. The response must spe-
cifically admit or deny that a violation 
of this part has occurred. 

(1) If you admit that a violation has 
occurred, you must provide to the com-
plainant a written statement setting 
forth a summary of the facts and the 
steps, if any, you will take in response 
to the violation. 

(2) If you deny that a violation has 
occurred, your response must include a 
summary of the facts and your reasons, 
under this part, for the determination. 

(3) Your response must also inform 
the complainant of his or her right to 
pursue DOT enforcement action under 
this part. 

[Docket OST–2004–19482, 73 FR 27665, May 13, 
2008, as amended at 75 FR 44887, July 30, 2010] 

§ 382.157 What are carriers’ obligations 
for recordkeeping and reporting on 
disability-related complaints? 

(a) For the purposes of this section, a 
disability-related complaint means a 
specific written expression of dis-
satisfaction received from, or sub-
mitted on behalf, of an individual with 
a disability concerning a difficulty as-
sociated with the person’s disability, 
which the person experienced when 
using or attempting to use an air car-
rier’s or foreign carrier’s services. 

(b) If you are a carrier covered by 
this part, conducting passenger oper-
ations with at least one aircraft having 
a designed seating capacity of more 
than 60 passengers, this section applies 
to you. As a foreign carrier, you are 
covered by this section only with re-
spect to disability-related complaints 
associated with any flight segment 
originating or terminating in the 
United States. 

(c) You must categorize disability-re-
lated complaints that you receive ac-
cording to the type of disability and 
nature of complaint. Data concerning a 
passenger’s disability must be recorded 
separately in the following areas: vi-
sion impaired, hearing impaired, vision 
and hearing impaired, mentally im-
paired, communicable disease, allergies 
(e.g., food allergies, chemical sensi-
tivity), paraplegic, quadriplegic, other 
wheelchair, oxygen, stretcher, other 
assistive device (cane, respirator, etc.), 
and other disability. Data concerning 
the alleged discrimination or service 
problem related to the disability must 
be separately recorded in the following 
areas: refusal to board, refusal to board 
without an attendant, security issues 
concerning disability, aircraft not ac-
cessible, airport not accessible, ad-
vance notice dispute, seating accom-
modation, failure to provide adequate 
or timely assistance, damage to assist-
ive device, storage and delay of assist-
ive device, service animal problem, un-
satisfactory information, and other. 
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