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and reentry windows and other meas-
ures deemed necessary by the FAA re-
gional office in order to protect public
health and safety.

§431.77 Records.

(a) Except as specified in paragraph
(b) of this section, a licensee shall
maintain for 3 years all records, data,
and other material necessary to verify
that a licensed RLV mission is con-
ducted in accordance with representa-
tions contained in the licensee’s appli-
cation.

(b) In the event of a launch accident,
reentry accident, launch incident or re-
entry incident, as defined in §401.5 of
this chapter, a licensee shall preserve
all records related to the event.
Records must be retained until comple-
tion of any Federal investigation and
the FAA advises the licensee that the
records need not be retained. The 1li-
censee shall make all records required
to be maintained under the regulations
available to Federal officials for in-
spection and copying.

§431.79 Reusable launch vehicle mis-
sion reporting requirements.

(a) Not less than 60 days before each
RLV mission conducted under a 1li-
cense, a licensee shall provide the FAA
with the following information:

(1) Payload information in accord-
ance with 14 CFR §415.59 of this chapter
and §431.57; and

(2) Flight information, including the
vehicle, launch site, planned launch
and reentry flight path, and intended
landing sites including contingency
abort sites.

(3) Launch or reentry waivers, ap-
proved or pending, from a federal Fed-
eral range for at which the launch or
reentry will take place, that are unique
and may affect public safety.

(b) Not later than 15 days before each
licensed RLV mission, a licensee must
notify the FAA, in writing, of the time
and date of the intended launch and re-
entry or other landing on Earth of the
RLV and may utilize the FAA/U.S.
Space Command Launch Notification
Form, contained in part 415, Appendix
A, of this subchapter for doing so.

(c) A licensee must report a launch
accident, launch incident, reentry acci-
dent, reentry incident, or other mishap

§431.85

immediately to the FAA Washington
Operations Center and provide a writ-
ten preliminary report in the event of
a launch accident, launch incident, re-
entry accident, or reentry incident, in
accordance with the mishap investiga-
tion and emergency response plan sub-
mitted as part of its license application
under §431.45.

§431.81 Financial responsibility re-
quirements.

A licensee under this part must com-
ply with financial responsibility re-
quirements specified in its license.

§431.83 Compliance monitoring.

A licensee shall allow access by, and
cooperate with, Federal officers or em-
ployees or other individuals authorized
by the FAA to observe any activities of
the licensee, or of the licensee’s con-
tractors or subcontractors, associated
with the conduct of a licensed RLV
mission.

§431.85 Registration of space objects.

(a) To assist the U.S. Government in
implementing Article IV of the 1975
Convention on Registration of Objects
Launched into Outer Space, each li-
censee shall provide to the FAA the in-
formation required by paragraph (b) of
this section for all objects placed in
space by a licensed RLV mission, in-
cluding an RLV and any components,
except:

(1) Any object owned and registered
by the U.S. Government; and

(2) Any object owned by a foreign en-
tity.

(b) For each object that must be reg-
istered in accordance with this section,
a licensee shall submit the following
information not later than thirty (30)
days following the conduct of a li-
censed RLV mission :

(1) The international designator of
the space object(s);

(2) Date and location of the RLV mis-
sion initiation;

(3) General function of the space ob-
ject; and

(4) Final orbital parameters, includ-
ing:

(i) Nodal period;

(ii) Inclination;

(iii) Apogee; and

(iv) Perigee.
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