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National Aeronautics and Space Admin. § 1204.402 

(b) In carrying out the NASA pro-
curement program, the primary consid-
eration shall be that of securing con-
tract performance, including obtaining 
deliveries of required items or services 
at the time, in the quantity and of the 
quality prescribed. In the area of re-
search and development contracts, the 
general policy of NASA is to award 
such contracts to those organizations 
determined by responsible personnel to 
have a high degree of competence in 
the specific branch of science or tech-
nology required for the successful con-
duct of the work. It is in the interest of 
the civilian space program that the 
number of firms engaged in research 
and development work for NASA be ex-
panded and that there be an increase in 
the extent of participation in such 
work by competent small and small 
disadvantaged business firms. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 77353, Dec. 
23, 2013, § 1204.401 was amended by revising 
paragraph (a) and in paragraph (b), add the 
parenthesized acronym ‘‘(R&D)’’ after the 
word ‘‘development’’ in its first occurence, 
remove the phrase ‘‘research and develop-
ment’’ in the second occurrence and add in 
its place the acronym ‘‘R&D,’’ and remove 
the phrase ‘‘ and small disadvantaged’’ in the 
last sentence, effective Feb. 21, 2014. For the 
convenience of the user, the revised text is 
set forth as follows: 

§ 1204.401 Policy. 
(a) It is NASA’s policy to enable small 

businesses (including small disadvantaged 
businesses, small women-owned businesses, 
HUBZone small businesses, veteran-owned 
small businesses and service disabled vet-
eran-owned small businesses), historically 
black colleges and universities, and other 
minority educational institutions the oppor-
tunity to participate equitably and propor-
tionately in its total purchases and con-
tracts that are consistent with the Agency’s 
needs to execute its mission. 

* * * * * 

§ 1204.402 Responsibilities. 
(a) Office of Small and Disadvantaged 

Business Utilization (OSDBU). The Asso-
ciate Administrator for Small and Dis-
advantaged Business Utilization, NASA 
Headquarters, is responsible for the de-
velopment, supervision, and coordina-
tion of the NASA Small Business Pro-
gram. The Associate Administrator is 
also responsible for formulating policy 

and procedures relating to small busi-
ness, and representing NASA before 
other Government agencies on matters 
primarily affecting small business. 

(b) NASA Headquarters and Field In-
stallations. The Directors of Field In-
stallations and the Associate Adminis-
trator for Procurement at Head-
quarters will designate a qualified indi-
vidual as a ‘‘Small Business Spe-
cialist’’ to provide a central point of 
contact to which small and small dis-
advantaged business concerns may di-
rect inquiries concerning participation 
in the NASA procurement program, or 
secure assistance in submitting bids or 
proposals and performance of con-
tracts. Where the Director of the Field 
Installation considers that the volume 
of procurement at the Installation does 
not warrant a full-time Small Business 
Specialist, the Director may assign 
such duties to qualified procurement 
personnel on a part-time basis. NASA 
Field Installations shall establish and 
maintain liaison with the Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA) Procure-
ment Center Representative (PCR) or 
the appropriate Small Business Admin-
istration Regional Office in matters re-
lating to Field Installation procure-
ment activities. A Small Business 
Technical Advisor shall be assigned to 
each contracting activity within the 
agency to which the SBA has assigned 
a PCR. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 77353, Dec. 
23, 2013, § 1204.402 was revised, effective Feb. 
21, 2014. For the convenience of the user, the 
revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 1204.402 Responsibilities. 
(a) Office of Small Business Programs 

(OSBP). The Associate Administrator for 
Small Business Programs, NASA Head-
quarters, is responsible for the activities de-
scribed in NASA Policy Directive 1000.3, The 
NASA Organization. The Associate Adminis-
trator is also responsible for representing 
NASA before other Government agencies on 
matters primarily affecting small busi-
nesses. 

(b) NASA Headquarters and NASA Centers. 
Center Directors (including the Executive 
Director for the NASA Shared Services Cen-
ter and the Director for the NASA Manage-
ment Office, but excluding the Director for 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory) along with 
the Associate Administrator for the Office of 
Small Business Programs shall nominate a 
qualified individual in their contracting of-
fice as a small business specialist to provide 
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a central point of contact to which small 
business concerns may direct inquiries con-
cerning small business matters and partici-
pation in NASA acquisitions. When a Center 
Director determines that the volume of ac-
quisitions or the functions relating to acqui-
sitions at the Center do not warrant a full- 
time small business specialist, these duties 
may be assigned to procurement personnel 
on a part-time basis, with the concurrence of 
the Associate Administrator for the Office of 
Small Business Programs. NASA Centers 
shall establish and maintain liaison with the 
Small Business Administration (SBA) Pro-
curement Center Representative (PCR) or 
the appropriate SBA Regional Office in mat-
ters relating to NASA Center procurement 
activities. Small Business Specialists shall 
perform the duties delineated in NASA FAR 
Supplement 1819.201(e)(ii). The Associate Ad-
ministrator for Small Business Programs 
shall assign a Small Business Technical Ad-
visor to each contracting activity within the 
Agency to which the SBA has assigned a 
PCR, pursuant to FAR 19.201(d)(8). 

§ 1204.403 General requirements. 
(a) All proposed procurement trans-

actions in excess of $25,000 shall be ex-
amined by a Small Business Specialist 
prior to issuance of bids or requests for 
proposals to determine suitability for 
small participation or set-asides, un-
less the transaction has already been 
set-aside for small business by the con-
tracting officer. 

(b) The appropriate office of the 
Small Business Administration (as-
signed PCR) shall be informed of pro-
posed procurements estimated to ex-
ceed $25,000. 

(c) A Bidder’s list shall be main-
tained at each Field Installation on a 
current basis and reviewed to ensure 
that small business firms are given an 
equitable opportunity to participate in 
those procurements suitable for per-
formance by such firms. Installations 
may use, at their option, the SBA Pro-
curement Automated Source System 
(PASS) in lieu of the separate Center 
Bidder’s list, if resources can be con-
served. 

(d) NASA Small Business Specialists 
shall acquire descriptive data, bro-
chures, or other information con-
cerning small business firms that ap-
pear competent to perform research 
and development (R&D) work in fields 
in which NASA is interested and fur-
nish such information to appropriate 
NASA personnel for consideration of 

these firms in future R&D procure-
ments. The Small Business Specialists 
at Headquarters and Field Installations 
shall assist and consult, as necessary, 
with NASA technical personnel in ana-
lyzing such information, arranging 
field inspection of facilities, making 
appointments for technical personnel 
with representatives of small business 
firms, and obtaining from other agen-
cies appraisals of work performance by 
such firms. When feasible, Small Busi-
ness Specialists shall conduct or par-
ticipate in outreach conferences and 
training sessions to inform small busi-
nesses of contracting opportunities 
with the Agency. 

(e) In accordance with Public Law 95– 
507, NASA will require contractors hav-
ing contracts in excess of $1 million for 
the construction of any public facility, 
and in excess of $500,000 for all other 
contracts, and of such nature as to af-
ford opportunities for subcontracting 
in substantial amounts, to establish 
and conduct small business subcon-
tracting programs. Such programs will 
be periodically reviewed by NASA 
Small Business Specialists to evaluate 
their adequacy. 

(f) NASA will encourage competent 
small business concerns to submit un-
solicited proposals for research and de-
velopment work in areas within 
NASA’s responsibility, which may lead 
to contracts for such work. The forma-
tion of contractor pools or joint ven-
tures to perform research and develop-
ment work will also be encouraged. 

(g) NASA Small Business Specialists 
will disseminate to small business con-
cerns information concerning inven-
tions for which NASA holds patents on 
behalf of the United States and under 
which it is NASA policy to grant li-
censes. 

(h) Small business participation in 
NASA procurement shall be accurately 
measured, recorded, and publicized. 

(i) NASA small business personnel 
shall assist small business concerns to 
obtain payments under their contracts, 
late payment interest penalties, or in-
formation due to such concerns. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 77353, Dec. 
23, 2013, § 1204.403 was revised, effective Feb. 
21, 2014. For the convenience of the user, the 
revised text is set forth as follows: 
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