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Subpart 1215.1—Use and Reim-
bursement Policy for Non-U.S.
Government Users

§1215.100 General.

TDRSS represents a major invest-
ment by the U.S. Government with the
primary goal of providing improved
tracking and data acquisition services
to spacecraft in low-Earth orbit or to
mobile terrestrial users such as air-
craft or balloons. It is the objective of
NASA to operate as efficiently as pos-
sible with TDRSS, is to the mutual
benefit of all users. Such user consider-
ation will permit NASA and non-NASA
service to be delivered without compro-
mising the mission objectives of any
individual wuser. The reimbursement
policy is designed to comply with the
Office of Management and Budget Cir-
cular A-25 on User Charges, dated Sep-
tember 23, 1959, as updated, which re-
quires that a reasonable charge should
be made to each identifiable recipient
for a measurable unit or amount of
Government service or property from
which a special benefit is derived.

[77 FR 6952, Feb. 10, 2012]

§1215.103

§1215.101 Scope.

This subpart sets forth the policy
governing TDRSS services provided to
non-U.S. Government users and the re-
imbursement for rendering such serv-
ices. Cooperative missions are not
under the purview of this subpart. The
arrangements for TDRSS services for
cooperative missions will be covered in
an agreement, as a consequence of ne-
gotiations between NASA and the
other concerned party. Any agreement
which includes provision for any
TDRSS service will require signatory
concurrence by the Deputy Associate
Administrator for SCaN prior to dedi-
cating SCaN resources for support of a
cooperative mission.

[77 FR 6952, Feb. 10, 2012]

§1215.102 Definitions.

(a) User. Any non-U.S. Government
representative or entity that enters
into an agreement with NASA to use
TDRSS services.

(b) TDRSS. TDRSS, including Track-
ing and Data Relay Satellites (TDRS),
WSC, GRGT, and the necessary TDRSS
operational areas, interface devices,
and NASA communication circuits
that unify the above into a functioning
system. It specifically excludes the
user ground system/TDRSS interface.

(c) Bit stream. The electronic signals
acquired by TDRSS from the user craft
or the user-generated input commands
for transmission to the user craft.

(d) Scheduling service period. One
scheduled contact utilizing a single
TDRS, whereby the user, by requesting
service, is allotted a block of time for
operations between the user satellite
and TDRSS.

[77 FR 6952, Feb. 10, 2012]

§1215.103 Services.

(a) Standard services. These are serv-
ices which TDRSS is capable of pro-
viding to low-Earth orbital user space-
craft or other terrestrial users. Data
are delivered to WSC or GRGT. A de-
tailed description of services is pro-
vided in the GSFC Space Network
Users’ Guide, 450-SNUG. Contact the
Chief, Networks Integration Manage-
ment Office, at the address in Section
1215.108(d) to obtain a copy of the
SNUG.
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