
7 

SUBCHAPTER A—MISCELLANEOUS REGULATIONS 

PART 300 [RESERVED] 

PART 301—INSTRUMENTS AND AP-
PARATUS FOR EDUCATIONAL 
AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS 

Sec. 
301.1 General provisions. 
301.2 Definitions. 
301.3 Application for duty-free entry of sci-

entific instruments. 
301.4 Processing of applications by the De-

partment of the Treasury (Customs and 
Border Protection). 

301.5 Processing of applications by the De-
partment of Commerce. 

301.6 Appeals. 
301.7 Final disposition of an application. 
301.8 Instructions for entering instruments 

through Customs and Border Protection 
under subheading 9810.00.60, HTSUS. 

301.9 Uses and disposition of instruments 
entered under subheading 9810.00.60, 
HTSUS. 

301.10 Importation of repair components 
and maintenance tools under HTSUS 
subheadings 9810.00.65 and 9810.00.67 for 
instruments previously the subject of an 
entry liquidated under subheading 
9810.00.60, HTSUS. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 6(c), Pub. L. 89–651, 80 
Stat. 897, 899; Sec. 2402, Pub. L. 106–36, 113 
Stat. 127, 168; 19 U.S.C. 1514(c)(3)); and Presi-
dential Proclamation 7011, signed on June 30, 
1997. 

SOURCE: 47 FR 32517, July 28, 1982, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 301.1 General provisions. 
(a) Purpose. This part sets forth the 

regulations of the Department of Com-
merce and the Department of the 
Treasury applicable to the duty-free 
importation of scientific instruments 
and apparatus by public or private non-
profit institutions. 

(b) Background. (1) The Agreement on 
the importation of Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Materials (Flor-
ence Agreement; ‘‘the Agreement’’) is a 
multinational treaty, which seeks to 
further the cause of peace through the 
freer exchange of ideas and knowledge 
across national boundaries, primarily 
by eliminating tariffs on certain edu-
cational, scientific and cultural mate-
rials. 

(2) Annex D of the Agreement pro-
vides that scientific instruments and 
apparatus intended exclusively for edu-
cational purposes or pure scientific re-
search use by qualified nonprofit insti-
tutions shall enjoy duty-free entry if 
instruments or apparatus of equivalent 
scientific value are not being manufac-
tured in the country of importation. 

(3) The Annex D provisions are imple-
mented for U.S. purposes in Subchapter 
X, Chapter 98, Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States 
(HTSUS). 

(c) Summary of statutory procedures 
and requirements. (1) U.S. Note 1, Sub-
chapter X, Chapter 98, HTSUS, pro-
vides, among other things, that arti-
cles covered by subheadings 9810.00.60 
(scientific instruments and apparatus), 
9810.00.65 (repair components therefor) 
and 9810.00.67 (tools for maintaining 
and testing the above), HTSUS, must 
be exclusively for the use of the insti-
tutions involved and not for distribu-
tion, sale, or other commercial use 
within five years after entry. These ar-
ticles may be transferred to another 
qualified nonprofit institution, but any 
commercial use within five years of 
entry shall result in the assessment of 
applicable duties pursuant to § 301.9(c). 

(2) An institution wishing to enter an 
instrument or apparatus under tariff 
subheading 9810.00.60, HTSUS, must file 
an application with the Customs and 
Border Protection in accordance with 
the regulations in this section. If the 
application is made in accordance with 
the regulations, notice of the applica-
tion is published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER to provide an opportunity for in-
terested persons and government agen-
cies to present views. The application 
is reviewed by the Secretary of Com-
merce (Director, Statutory Import Pro-
grams Staff) , who decides whether or 
not duty-free entry may be accorded 
the instrument and publishes the deci-
sion in the FEDERAL REGISTER. An ap-
peal of the final decision may be filed 
with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit, on questions of law 
only, within 20 days after publication 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 
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