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consumers for the purpose of re-
charging batteries in an electric vehi-
cle. 

(t) New covered vehicle means a cov-
ered vehicle which has not been ac-
quired by a consumer. 

(u) New vehicle dealer means a person 
who is engaged in the sale or leasing of 
new covered vehicles. 

(v) New vehicle label means a window 
sticker containing the information re-
quired by § 309.20(e). 

(w) Non-liquid alternative fueled vehicle 
means a vehicle capable of operating 
on a non-liquid alternative vehicle 
fuel. 

(x) Non-liquid alternative vehicle fuel 
means alternative fuel used for the 
purpose of powering a non-liquid alter-
native fueled vehicle, including, but 
not limited to, compressed natural gas 
(‘‘CNG’’), hydrogen gas (‘‘hydrogen’’), 
electricity, and any other non-liquid 
vehicle fuel the Secretary determines, 
by rule, is substantially not petroleum 
and would yield substantial energy 
benefits and substantial environmental 
benefits. 

(y) Person means an individual, part-
nership, corporation, or any other busi-
ness organization. 

(z) Producer means any person who 
purchases component elements and 
combines them to produce and market 
non-liquid alternative vehicle fuel 
(other than electricity). 

(aa) Refiner means any person en-
gaged in the production or importation 
of non-liquid alternative vehicle fuel 
(other than electricity). 

(bb) Retailer means any person who 
offers for sale, sells, or distributes non- 
liquid alternative vehicle fuel (includ-
ing electricity) to consumers. 

(cc) Secretary means the Secretary of 
the United States Department of En-
ergy. 

(dd) Vehicle fuel tank capacity means 
the tank’s usable capacity (i.e., the 
volume of fuel that can be pumped into 
the tank through the filler pipe with 
the vehicle on a level surface and with 
the unusable capacity already in the 
tank). The term does not include unus-
able capacity (i.e., the volume of fuel 
left at the bottom of the tank when the 
vehicle’s fuel pump can no longer draw 
fuel from the tank), the vapor volume 
of the tank (i.e., the space above the 

fuel tank filler neck), or the volume of 
the fuel tank filler neck. 

[60 FR 26955, May 19, 1995, as amended at 78 
FR 23835, Apr. 23, 2013] 

§ 309.2 What this part does. 
This part establishes labeling re-

quirements for non-liquid alternative 
vehicle fuels, and for certain vehicles 
powered in whole or in part by alter-
native fuels. 

§ 309.3 Stayed or invalid portions. 
If any portion of this part is stayed 

or held invalid, the rest of it will stay 
in force. 

§ 309.4 Preemption. 
Inconsistent state and local regula-

tions are preempted to the extent they 
would frustrate the purposes of this 
part. 

Subpart B—Requirements for 
Alternative Fuels 

DUTIES OF IMPORTERS, PRODUCERS, AND 
REFINERS OF NON-LIQUID ALTER-
NATIVE VEHICLE FUELS (OTHER THAN 
ELECTRICITY) AND OF MANUFACTURERS 
OF ELECTRIC VEHICLE FUEL DIS-
PENSING SYSTEMS 

§ 309.10 Alternative vehicle fuel rating. 
(a) If you are an importer, producer, 

or refiner of non-liquid alternative ve-
hicle fuel (other than electricity), you 
must determine the fuel rating of all 
non-liquid alternative vehicle fuel 
(other than electricity) before you 
transfer it. You can do that yourself or 
through a testing lab. To determine 
fuel ratings, you must possess a rea-
sonable basis, consisting of competent 
and reliable evidence, for the minimum 
percentage of the principal component 
of the non-liquid alternative vehicle 
fuel (other than electricity) that you 
must disclose, and for the minimum 
percentages of other components that 
you choose to disclose. For the pur-
poses of this section, fuel ratings for 
the minimum percentage of the prin-
cipal component of compressed natural 
gas are to be determined in accordance 
with test methods set forth in Amer-
ican Society for Testing and Materials 
(‘‘ASTM’’) D 1945–91, ‘‘Standard Test 
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