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officer, director, trustee, general part-
ner, or person serving in a similar ca-
pacity of the family office or its affili-
ated family office or any employee of 
the family office or its affiliated family 
office (other than an employee per-
forming solely clerical, secretarial, or 
administrative functions with regard 
to the family office) who, in connection 
with his or her regular functions or du-
ties, participates in the investment ac-
tivities of the family office or affiliated 
family office, provided that such em-
ployee has been performing such func-
tions and duties for or on behalf of the 
family office or affiliated family office, 
or substantially similar functions or 
duties for or on behalf of another com-
pany, for at least 12 months. 

(9) Spousal equivalent means a cohabi-
tant occupying a relationship generally 
equivalent to that of a spouse. 

(e) Transition. (1) Any company exist-
ing on July 21, 2011 that would qualify 
as a family office under this section 
but for it having as a client one or 
more non-profit organizations, chari-
table foundations, charitable trusts, or 
other charitable organizations that 
have received funding from one or 
more individuals or companies that are 
not family clients shall be deemed to 
be a family office under this section 
until December 31, 2013, provided that 
such non-profit or charitable organiza-
tion(s) do not accept any additional 
funding from any non-family client 
after August 31, 2011 (other than fund-
ing received prior to December 31, 2013 
and provided in fulfillment of any 
pledge made prior to August 31, 2011). 

(2) Any company engaged in the busi-
ness of providing investment advice, 
directly or indirectly, primarily to 
members of a single family on July 21, 
2011, and that is not registered under 
the Act in reliance on section 203(b)(3) 
of this title on July 20, 2011, is exempt 
from registration as an investment ad-
viser under this title until March 30, 
2012, provided that the company: 

(i) During the course of the preceding 
twelve months, has had fewer than fif-
teen clients; and 

(ii) Neither holds itself out generally 
to the public as an investment adviser 
nor acts as an investment adviser to 
any investment company registered 
under the Investment Company Act of 

1940 (15 U.S.C. 80a), or a company which 
has elected to be a business develop-
ment company pursuant to section 54 
of that Act (15 U.S.C. 80a–54) and has 
not withdrawn its election. 

[76 FR 37994, June 29, 2011] 

§ 275.202(a)(30)–1 Foreign private ad-
visers. 

(a) Client. You may deem the fol-
lowing to be a single client for pur-
poses of section 202(a)(30) of the Act (15 
U.S.C. 80b–2(a)(30)): 

(1) A natural person, and: 
(i) Any minor child of the natural 

person; 
(ii) Any relative, spouse, spousal 

equivalent, or relative of the spouse or 
of the spousal equivalent of the natural 
person who has the same principal resi-
dence; 

(iii) All accounts of which the nat-
ural person and/or the persons referred 
to in this paragraph (a)(1) are the only 
primary beneficiaries; and 

(iv) All trusts of which the natural 
person and/or the persons referred to in 
this paragraph (a)(1) are the only pri-
mary beneficiaries; 

(2)(i) A corporation, general partner-
ship, limited partnership, limited li-
ability company, trust (other than a 
trust referred to in paragraph (a)(1)(iv) 
of this section), or other legal organi-
zation (any of which are referred to 
hereinafter as a ‘‘legal organization’’) 
to which you provide investment ad-
vice based on its investment objectives 
rather than the individual investment 
objectives of its shareholders, partners, 
limited partners, members, or bene-
ficiaries (any of which are referred to 
hereinafter as an ‘‘owner’’); and 

(ii) Two or more legal organizations 
referred to in paragraph (a)(2)(i) of this 
section that have identical owners. 

(b) Special rules regarding clients. For 
purposes of this section: 

(1) You must count an owner as a cli-
ent if you provide investment advisory 
services to the owner separate and 
apart from the investment advisory 
services you provide to the legal orga-
nization, provided, however, that the 
determination that an owner is a client 
will not affect the applicability of this 
section with regard to any other 
owner; 
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(2) You are not required to count an 
owner as a client solely because you, 
on behalf of the legal organization, 
offer, promote, or sell interests in the 
legal organization to the owner, or re-
port periodically to the owners as a 
group solely with respect to the per-
formance of or plans for the legal orga-
nization’s assets or similar matters; 

(3) A limited partnership or limited 
liability company is a client of any 
general partner, managing member or 
other person acting as investment ad-
viser to the partnership or limited li-
ability company; 

(4) You are not required to count a 
private fund as a client if you count 
any investor, as that term is defined in 
paragraph (c)(2) of this section, in that 
private fund as an investor in the 
United States in that private fund; and 

(5) You are not required to count a 
person as an investor, as that term is 
defined in paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion, in a private fund you advise if you 
count such person as a client in the 
United States. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPHS (a) AND (b): These 
paragraphs are a safe harbor and are not in-
tended to specify the exclusive method for 
determining who may be deemed a single cli-
ent for purposes of section 202(a)(30) of the 
Act (15 U.S.C. 80b–2(a)(30)). 

(c) Definitions. For purposes of sec-
tion 202(a)(30) of the Act (15 U.S.C. 80b– 
2(a)(30)): 

(1) Assets under management means 
the regulatory assets under manage-
ment as determined under Item 5.F of 
Form ADV (§ 279.1 of this chapter). 

(2) Investor means: 
(i) Any person who would be included 

in determining the number of bene-
ficial owners of the outstanding securi-
ties of a private fund under section 
3(c)(1) of the Investment Company Act 
of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 80a–3(c)(1)), or wheth-
er the outstanding securities of a pri-
vate fund are owned exclusively by 
qualified purchasers under section 
3(c)(7) of that Act (15 U.S.C. 80a–3(c)(7)); 
and 

(ii) Any beneficial owner of any out-
standing short-term paper, as defined 
in section 2(a)(38) of the Investment 
Company Act of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 80a– 
2(a)(38)), issued by the private fund. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (c)(2): You may treat 
as a single investor any person who is an in-

vestor in two or more private funds you ad-
vise. 

(3) In the United States means with re-
spect to: 

(i) Any client or investor, any person 
who is a U.S. person as defined in 
§ 230.902(k) of this chapter, except that 
any discretionary account or similar 
account that is held for the benefit of 
a person in the United States by a deal-
er or other professional fiduciary is in 
the United States if the dealer or pro-
fessional fiduciary is a related person, 
as defined in § 275.206(4)–2(d)(7), of the 
investment adviser relying on this sec-
tion and is not organized, incorporated, 
or (if an individual) resident in the 
United States. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (c)(3)(i): A person who 
is in the United States may be treated as not 
being in the United States if such person was 
not in the United States at the time of be-
coming a client or, in the case of an investor 
in a private fund, each time the investor ac-
quires securities issued by the fund. 

(ii) Any place of business, in the 
United States, as that term is defined in 
§ 230.902(l) of this chapter; and 

(iii) The public, in the United States, 
as that term is defined in § 230.902(l) of 
this chapter. 

(4) Place of business has the same 
meaning as in § 275.222–1(a). 

(5) Spousal equivalent has the same 
meaning as in § 275.202(a)(11)(G)–1(d)(9). 

(d) Holding out. If you are relying on 
this section, you shall not be deemed 
to be holding yourself out generally to 
the public in the United States as an 
investment adviser, within the mean-
ing of section 202(a)(30) of the Act (15 
U.S.C. 80b–2(a)(30)), solely because you 
participate in a non-public offering in 
the United States of securities issued 
by a private fund under the Securities 
Act of 1933 (15 U.S.C. 77a). 

[76 FR 39701, July 6, 2011] 

§ 275.203–1 Application for investment 
adviser registration. 

(a) Form ADV. Subject to paragraph 
(b), to apply for registration with the 
Commission as an investment adviser, 
you must complete Form ADV [17 CFR 
279.1] by following the instructions in 
the form and you must file Part 1A of 
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