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usage chargeback rates or composite 
fringe benefit rates). 

(1) If submitted for negotiation. If the 
proposal, plan, or other computation is 
required to be submitted to the Federal 
government (or to the pass-through en-
tity) to form the basis for negotiation 
of the rate, then the 3-year retention 
period for its supporting records starts 
from the date of such submission. 

(2) If not submitted for negotiation. If 
the proposal, plan, or other computa-
tion is not required to be submitted to 
the Federal government (or to the 
pass-through entity) for negotiation 
purposes, then the 3-year retention pe-
riod for the proposal, plan, or computa-
tion and its supporting records starts 
from the end of the fiscal year (or 
other accounting period) covered by 
the proposal, plan, or other computa-
tion. 

§ 200.334 Requests for transfer of 
records. 

The Federal awarding agency must 
request transfer of certain records to 
its custody from the non-Federal enti-
ty when it determines that the records 
possess long-term retention value. 
However, in order to avoid duplicate 
recordkeeping, the Federal awarding 
agency may make arrangements for 
the non-Federal entity to retain any 
records that are continuously needed 
for joint use. 

§ 200.335 Methods for collection, trans-
mission and storage of information. 

In accordance with the May 2013 Ex-
ecutive Order on Making Open and Ma-
chine Readable the New Default for 
Government Information, the Federal 
awarding agency and the non-Federal 
entity should, whenever practicable, 
collect, transmit, and store Federal 
award-related information in open and 
machine readable formats rather than 
in closed formats or on paper. The Fed-
eral awarding agency or pass-through 
entity must always provide or accept 
paper versions of Federal award-related 
information to and from the non-Fed-
eral entity upon request. If paper cop-
ies are submitted, the Federal award-
ing agency or pass-through entity must 
not require more than an original and 
two copies. When original records are 
electronic and cannot be altered, there 

is no need to create and retain paper 
copies. When original records are 
paper, electronic versions may be sub-
stituted through the use of duplication 
or other forms of electronic media pro-
vided that they are subject to periodic 
quality control reviews, provide rea-
sonable safeguards against alteration, 
and remain readable. 

§ 200.336 Access to records. 

(a) Records of non-Federal entities. The 
Federal awarding agency, Inspectors 
General, the Comptroller General of 
the United States, and the pass- 
through entity, or any of their author-
ized representatives, must have the 
right of access to any documents, pa-
pers, or other records of the non-Fed-
eral entity which are pertinent to the 
Federal award, in order to make au-
dits, examinations, excerpts, and tran-
scripts. The right also includes timely 
and reasonable access to the non-Fed-
eral entity’s personnel for the purpose 
of interview and discussion related to 
such documents. 

(b) Only under extraordinary and 
rare circumstances would such access 
include review of the true name of vic-
tims of a crime. Routine monitoring 
cannot be considered extraordinary and 
rare circumstances that would neces-
sitate access to this information. When 
access to the true name of victims of a 
crime is necessary, appropriate steps to 
protect this sensitive information must 
be taken by both the non-Federal enti-
ty and the Federal awarding agency. 
Any such access, other than under a 
court order or subpoena pursuant to a 
bona fide confidential investigation, 
must be approved by the head of the 
Federal awarding agency or delegate. 

(c) Expiration of right of access. The 
rights of access in this section are not 
limited to the required retention pe-
riod but last as long as the records are 
retained. Federal awarding agencies 
and pass-through entities must not im-
pose any other access requirements 
upon non-Federal entities. 

§ 200.337 Restrictions on public access 
to records. 

No Federal awarding agency may 
place restrictions on the non-Federal 
entity that limit public access to the 
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