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2 CFR Ch. II (1–1–14 Edition) § 200.56 

§ 200.56 Indirect (facilities & adminis-
trative (F&A)) costs. 

Indirect (F&A) costs means those costs 
incurred for a common or joint purpose 
benefitting more than one cost objec-
tive, and not readily assignable to the 
cost objectives specifically benefitted, 
without effort disproportionate to the 
results achieved. To facilitate equi-
table distribution of indirect expenses 
to the cost objectives served, it may be 
necessary to establish a number of 
pools of indirect (F&A) costs. Indirect 
(F&A) cost pools should be distributed 
to benefitted cost objectives on bases 
that will produce an equitable result in 
consideration of relative benefits de-
rived. 

§ 200.57 Indirect cost rate proposal. 
Indirect cost rate proposal means the 

documentation prepared by a non-Fed-
eral entity to substantiate its request 
for the establishment of an indirect 
cost rate as described in Appendix III 
to Part 200—Indirect (F&A) Costs Iden-
tification and Assignment, and Rate 
Determination for Institutions of High-
er Education (IHEs) through Appendix 
VII to Part 200—States and Local Gov-
ernment and Indian Tribe Indirect Cost 
Proposals of this part. 

§ 200.58 Information technology sys-
tems. 

Information technology systems means 
computing devices, ancillary equip-
ment, software, firmware, and similar 
procedures, services (including support 
services), and related resources. See 
also §§ 200.20 Computing devices and 
200.33 Equipment. 

§ 200.59 Intangible property. 
Intangible property means property 

having no physical existence, such as 
trademarks, copyrights, patents and 
patent applications and property, such 
as loans, notes and other debt instru-
ments, lease agreements, stock and 
other instruments of property owner-
ship (whether the property is tangible 
or intangible). 

§ 200.60 Intermediate cost objective. 
Intermediate cost objective means a 

cost objective that is used to accumu-
late indirect costs or service center 
costs that are subsequently allocated 

to one or more indirect cost pools or 
final cost objectives. See also § 200.28 
Cost objective and § 200.44 Final cost 
objective. 

§ 200.61 Internal controls. 

Internal controls means a process, im-
plemented by a non-Federal entity, de-
signed to provide reasonable assurance 
regarding the achievement of objec-
tives in the following categories: 

(a) Effectiveness and efficiency of op-
erations; 

(b) Reliability of reporting for inter-
nal and external use; and 

(c) Compliance with applicable laws 
and regulations. 

§ 200.62 Internal control over compli-
ance requirements for Federal 
awards. 

Internal control over compliance re-
quirements for Federal awards means a 
process implemented by a non-Federal 
entity designed to provide reasonable 
assurance regarding the achievement 
of the following objectives for Federal 
awards: 

(a) Transactions are properly re-
corded and accounted for, in order to: 

(1) Permit the preparation of reliable 
financial statements and Federal re-
ports; 

(2) Maintain accountability over as-
sets; and 

(3) Demonstrate compliance with 
Federal statutes, regulations, and the 
terms and conditions of the Federal 
award; 

(b) Transactions are executed in com-
pliance with: 

(1) Federal statutes, regulations, and 
the terms and conditions of the Federal 
award that could have a direct and ma-
terial effect on a Federal program; and 

(2) Any other Federal statutes and 
regulations that are identified in the 
Compliance Supplement; and 

(c) Funds, property, and other assets 
are safeguarded against loss from un-
authorized use or disposition. 

§ 200.63 Loan. 

Loan means a Federal loan or loan 
guarantee received or administered by 
a non-Federal entity, except as used in 
the definition of § 200.80 Program in-
come. 
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(a) The term ‘‘direct loan’’ means a 
disbursement of funds by the Federal 
government to a non-Federal borrower 
under a contract that requires the re-
payment of such funds with or without 
interest. The term includes the pur-
chase of, or participation in, a loan 
made by another lender and financing 
arrangements that defer payment for 
more than 90 days, including the sale of 
a Federal government asset on credit 
terms. The term does not include the 
acquisition of a federally guaranteed 
loan in satisfaction of default claims or 
the price support loans of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation. 

(b) The term ‘‘direct loan obligation’’ 
means a binding agreement by a Fed-
eral awarding agency to make a direct 
loan when specified conditions are ful-
filled by the borrower. 

(c) The term ‘‘loan guarantee’’ means 
any Federal government guarantee, in-
surance, or other pledge with respect 
to the payment of all or a part of the 
principal or interest on any debt obli-
gation of a non-Federal borrower to a 
non-Federal lender, but does not in-
clude the insurance of deposits, shares, 
or other withdrawable accounts in fi-
nancial institutions. 

(d) The term ‘‘loan guarantee com-
mitment’’ means a binding agreement 
by a Federal awarding agency to make 
a loan guarantee when specified condi-
tions are fulfilled by the borrower, the 
lender, or any other party to the guar-
antee agreement. 

§ 200.64 Local government. 

Local government means any unit of 
government within a state, including a: 

(a) County; 
(b) Borough; 
(c) Municipality; 
(d) City; 
(e) Town; 
(f) Township; 
(g) Parish; 
(h) Local public authority, including 

any public housing agency under the 
United States Housing Act of 1937; 

(i) Special district; 
(j) School district; 
(k) Intrastate district; 
(l) Council of governments, whether 

or not incorporated as a nonprofit cor-
poration under state law; and 

(m) Any other agency or instrumen-
tality of a multi-, regional, or intra- 
state or local government. 

§ 200.65 Major program. 
Major program means a Federal pro-

gram determined by the auditor to be a 
major program in accordance with 
§ 200.518 Major program determination 
or a program identified as a major pro-
gram by a Federal awarding agency or 
pass-through entity in accordance with 
§ 200.503 Relation to other audit re-
quirements, paragraph (e). 

§ 200.66 Management decision. 
Management decision means the eval-

uation by the Federal awarding agency 
or pass-through entity of the audit 
findings and corrective action plan and 
the issuance of a written decision to 
the auditee as to what corrective ac-
tion is necessary. 

§ 200.67 Micro-purchase. 
Micro-purchase means a purchase of 

supplies or services using simplified ac-
quisition procedures, the aggregate 
amount of which does not exceed the 
micro-purchase threshold. Micro-pur-
chase procedures comprise a subset of a 
non-Federal entity’s small purchase 
procedures. The non-Federal entity 
uses such procedures in order to expe-
dite the completion of its lowest-dollar 
small purchase transactions and mini-
mize the associated administrative 
burden and cost. The micro-purchase 
threshold is set by the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation at 48 CFR Subpart 2.1 
(Definitions). It is $3,000 except as oth-
erwise discussed in Subpart 2.1 of that 
regulation, but this threshold is peri-
odically adjusted for inflation. 

§ 200.68 Modified Total Direct Cost 
(MTDC). 

MTDC means all direct salaries and 
wages, applicable fringe benefits, mate-
rials and supplies, services, travel, and 
subawards and subcontracts up to the 
first $25,000 of each subaward or sub-
contract (regardless of the period of 
performance of the subawards and sub-
contracts under the award). MTDC ex-
cludes equipment, capital expendi-
tures, charges for patient care, rental 
costs, tuition remission, scholarships 
and fellowships, participant support 
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