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(b) Gainful work activity. Gainful 
work activity is work activity that the 
claimant does for pay or profit. Work 
activity is gainful if it is the kind of 
work usually done for pay or profit, 
whether or not a profit is realized. 

(c) Some other activities. Generally, 
the Board does not consider activities 
like taking care of one’s self, house-
hold tasks, hobbies, therapy, school at-
tendance, club activities, or social pro-
grams to be substantial gainful activ-
ity. 

§ 220.142 General information about 
work activity. 

(a) The nature of the claimant’s work. 
If the claimant’s duties require use of 
the claimant’s experience, skills, su-
pervision and responsibilities, or con-
tribute substantially to the operation 
of a business, this tends to show that 
the claimant has the ability to work at 
the substantial gainful activity level. 

(b) How well the claimant performs. 
The Board considers how well the 
claimant does his or her work when the 
Board determines whether or not the 
claimant is doing substantial gainful 
activity. If the claimant does his or her 
work satisfactorily, this may show 
that the claimant is working at the 
substantial gainful activity level. If 
the claimant is unable, because of his 
or her impairments, to do ordinary or 
simple tasks satisfactorily without 
more supervision or assistance than is 
usually given other people doing simi-
lar work, this may show that the 
claimant is not working at the sub-
stantial gainful activity level. If the 
claimant is doing work that involves 
minimal duties that make little or no 
demands on the claimant and that are 
of little or no use to the claimant’s 
railroad or non-railroad employer, or 
to the operation of a business if the 
claimant is self-employed, this does 
not show that the claimant is working 
at the substantial gainful activity 
level. 

(c) If the claimant’s work is done under 
special conditions. Even though the 
work the claimant is doing takes into 
account his or her impairment, such as 
work done in a sheltered workshop or 
as a patient in a hospital, it may still 
show that the claimant has the nec-

essary skills and ability to work at the 
substantial gainful activity level. 

(d) If the claimant is self-employed. Su-
pervisory, managerial, advisory or 
other significant personal services that 
the claimant performs as a self-em-
ployed person may show that the 
claimant is able to do substantial gain-
ful activity. 

(e) Time spent in work. While the time 
the claimant spends in work is impor-
tant, the Board will not decide whether 
or not the claimant is doing substan-
tial gainful activity only on that basis. 
The Board will still evaluate the work 
to decide whether it is substantial and 
gainful regardless of whether the 
claimant spends more time or less time 
at the job than workers who are not 
impaired and who are doing similar 
work as a regular means of their liveli-
hood. 

§ 220.143 Evaluation guides for an em-
ployed claimant. 

(a) General. The Board uses several 
guides to decide whether the work the 
claimant has done shows that he or she 
is able to do substantial gainful activ-
ity. 

(1) The claimant’s earnings may show 
the claimant has done substantial gainful 
activity. The amount of the claimant’s 
earnings from work the claimant has 
done may show that he or she has en-
gaged in substantial gainful activity. 
Generally, if the claimant worked for 
substantial earnings, this will show 
that he or she is able to do substantial 
gainful activity. On the other hand, the 
fact that the claimant’s earnings are 
not substantial will not necessarily 
show that the claimant is not able to 
do substantial gainful activity. The 
Board will generally consider work 
that the claimant is forced to stop 
after a short time because of his or her 
impairment(s) as an unsuccessful work 
attempt and the claimant’s earnings 
from that work will not show that the 
claimant is able to do substantial gain-
ful activity. 

(2) The Board considers only the 
amount the claimant earns. The Board 
does not consider any income not di-
rectly related to the claimant’s produc-
tivity when the Board decides whether 
the claimant has done substantial 
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