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mental impairment alone would justify
a finding of disability.

[656 FR 34958, June 1, 2000, as amended at 71
FR 16445, Mar. 31, 2006; 76 FR 24808, May 3,
2011]

§404.1617 Reasonable efforts to obtain
review by a qualified psychiatrist
or psychologist.

(a) The State agency must determine
if additional qualified psychiatrists
and psychologists are needed to make
the necessary reviews (see §404.1615(d)).
Where it does not have sufficient re-
sources to make the necessary reviews,
the State agency must attempt to ob-
tain the resources needed. If the State
agency is unable to obtain additional
psychiatrists and psychologists be-
cause of low salary rates or fee sched-
ules it should attempt to raise the
State agency’s levels of compensation
to meet the prevailing rates for psychi-
atrists’ and psychologists’ services. If
these efforts are unsuccessful, the
State agency will seek assistance from
us. We will assist the State agency as
necessary. We will also monitor the
State agency’s efforts and where the
State agency is unable to obtain the
necessary services, we will make every
reasonable effort to provide the serv-
ices using Federal resources.

(b) Federal resources may include the
use of Federal contracts for the serv-
ices of qualified psychiatrists and psy-
chologists to review mental impair-
ment cases. Where Federal resources
are required to perform these reviews,
which are a basic State agency respon-
sibility, and where appropriate, the
State agency’s budget will be reduced
accordingly.

(c) Where every reasonable effort is
made to obtain the services of a quali-
fied psychiatrist or psychologist to re-
view a mental impairment case, but
the professional services are not ob-
tained, a physician who is not a psy-
chiatrist will review the mental im-
pairment case. For these purposes,
every reasonable effort to ensure that a
qualified psychiatrist or psychologist
review mental impairment cases will
be considered to have been made only
after efforts by both State and Federal
agencies as set forth in paragraphs (a)
and (b) of this section are made.

[62 FR 33927, Sept. 9, 1987]

§404.1619

§404.1618 Notifying claimants of the
disability determination.

The State agency will prepare denial
notices in accordance with subpart J of
this part whenever it makes a dis-
ability determination which is fully or
partially unfavorable to the claimant.

[46 FR 29204, May 29, 1981, as amended at 75
FR 33168, June 11, 2010]

QUICK DISABILITY DETERMINATIONS

§404.1619 Quick disability determina-
tion process.

(a) If we identify a claim as one in-
volving a high degree of probability
that the individual is disabled, and we
expect that the individual’s allegations
will be easily and quickly verified, we
will refer the claim to the State agency
for consideration under the quick dis-
ability determination process pursuant
to this section and §404.1620(c).

(b) If we refer a claim to the State
agency for a quick disability deter-
mination, a designated quick disability
determination examiner must do all of
the following:

(1) Subject to the provisions in para-
graph (c) of this section, make the dis-
ability determination after consulting
with a State agency medical or psycho-
logical consultant if the State agency
disability examiner determines con-
sultation is appropriate or if consulta-
tion is required under §404.1526(c). The
State agency may certify the disability
determination forms to us without the
signature of the medical or psycho-
logical consultant.

(2) Make the quick disability deter-
mination based only on the medical
and nonmedical evidence in the file.

(3) Subject to the provisions in para-
graph (c¢) of this section, make the
quick disability determination by ap-
plying the rules in subpart P of this
part.

(c) If the quick disability determina-
tion examiner cannot make a deter-
mination that is fully favorable, or if
there is an unresolved disagreement be-
tween the disability examiner and the
medical or psychological consultant
(except when a disability examiner
makes the determination alone under
§404.1615(c)(3)), the State agency will
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