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Social Security Administration § 416.972 

your impairment(s) and related symp-
toms, such as pain, affect only your 
ability to meet the strength demands 
of jobs (sitting, standing, walking, lift-
ing, carrying, pushing, and pulling), we 
consider that you have only exertional 
limitations. When your impairment(s) 
and related symptoms only impose 
exertional limitations and your spe-
cific vocational profile is listed in a 
rule contained in appendix 2, we will 
directly apply that rule to decide 
whether you are disabled. 

(c) Nonexertional limitations. (1) When 
the limitations and restrictions im-
posed by your impairment(s) and re-
lated symptoms, such as pain, affect 
only your ability to meet the demands 
of jobs other than the strength de-
mands, we consider that you have only 
nonexertional limitations or restric-
tions. Some examples of nonexertional 
limitations or restrictions include the 
following: 

(i) You have difficulty functioning 
because you are nervous, anxious, or 
depressed; 

(ii) You have difficulty maintaining 
attention or concentrating; 

(iii) You have difficulty under-
standing or remembering detailed in-
structions; 

(iv) You have difficulty in seeing or 
hearing; 

(v) You have difficulty tolerating 
some physical feature(s) of certain 
work settings, e.g., you cannot tolerate 
dust or fumes; or 

(vi) You have difficulty performing 
the manipulative or postural functions 
of some work such as reaching, han-
dling, stooping, climbing, crawling, or 
crouching. 

(2) If your impairment(s) and related 
symptoms, such as pain, only affect 
your ability to perform the non-
exertional aspects of work-related ac-
tivities, the rules in appendix 2 do not 
direct factual conclusions of disabled 
or not disabled. The determination as 
to whether disability exists will be 
based on the principles in the appro-
priate sections of the regulations, giv-
ing consideration to the rules for spe-
cific case situations in appendix 2. 

(d) Combined exertional and non-
exertional limitations. When the limita-
tions and restrictions imposed by your 
impairment(s) and related symptoms, 

such as pain, affect your ability to 
meet both the strength and demands of 
jobs other than the strength demands, 
we consider that you have a combina-
tion of exertional and nonexertional 
limitations or restrictions. If your im-
pairment(s) and related symptoms, 
such as pain, affect your ability to 
meet both the strength and demands of 
jobs other than the strength demands, 
we will not directly apply the rules in 
appendix 2 unless there is a rule that 
directs a conclusion that you are dis-
abled based upon your strength limita-
tions; otherwise the rules provide a 
framework to guide our decision. 

[56 FR 57947, Nov. 14, 1991, as amended at 68 
FR 51166, Aug. 26, 2003] 

SUBSTANTIAL GAINFUL ACTIVITY 

§ 416.971 General. 
The work, without regard to legality, 

that you have done during any period 
in which you believe you are disabled 
may show that you are able to work at 
the substantial gainful activity level. 
If you are able to engage in substantial 
gainful activity, we will find that you 
are not disabled. (We explain the rules 
for persons who are statutorily blind in 
§ 416.984.) Even if the work you have 
done was not substantial gainful activ-
ity, it may show that you are able to 
do more work than you actually did. 
We will consider all of the medical and 
vocational evidence in your file to de-
cide whether or not you have the abil-
ity to engage in substantial gainful ac-
tivity. 

[45 FR 55621, Aug. 20, 1980, as amended at 65 
FR 42788, July 11, 2000] 

§ 416.972 What we mean by substantial 
gainful activity. 

Substantial gainful activity is work 
activity that is both substantial and 
gainful: 

(a) Substantial work activity. Substan-
tial work activity is work activity that 
involves doing significant physical or 
mental activities. Your work may be 
substantial even if it is done on a part- 
time basis or if you do less, get paid 
less, or have less responsibility than 
when you worked before. 

(b) Gainful work activity. Gainful 
work activity is work activity that you 
do for pay or profit. Work activity is 
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