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(c) The date of the hearing shall be 
not more than 60 calendar days from 
the date of the Administrator’s deter-
mination. Because of the time con-
straints imposed by the Act, no re-
quests for postponement shall be grant-
ed except for compelling reasons. Even 
if such reasons are shown, no extension 
of the hearing date beyond 60 days 
from the date of the Administrator’s 
determination shall be granted except 
by consent of all the parties to the pro-
ceeding. 

(d) The administrative law judge may 
prescribe a schedule by which the par-
ties are permitted to file a prehearing 
brief or other written statement of fact 
or law. Any such brief or statement 
shall be served upon each other party 
in accordance with § 655.640 of this part. 
Posthearing briefs will not be per-
mitted except at the request of the ad-
ministrative law judge. When per-
mitted, any such brief shall be limited 
to the issue or issues specified by the 
administrative law judge, shall be due 
within the time prescribed by the ad-
ministrative law judge, and shall be 
served on each other party in accord-
ance with § 655.640 of this part. 

(e) In reaching a decision, the admin-
istrative law judge shall, in accordance 
with the Act, impose the following bur-
den of proof— 

(1) The attesting employer shall have 
the burden of producing facts and evi-
dence to establish the matters required 
by the attestation at issue; 

(2) The burden of proof as to the ap-
plicability of the automated vessel ex-
ception shall be on the party to the 
hearing who is asserting that the em-
ployer is not eligible for the exception. 

(f) The administrative law judge pro-
ceeding shall not be an appeal or re-
view of the Administrator’s ruling on a 
request for a cease and desist order 
pursuant to § 655.615. 

§ 655.650 Decision and order of admin-
istrative law judge. 

(a) Within 90 calendar days after re-
ceipt of the transcript of the hearing, 
the administrative law judge shall 
issue a decision. If any party desires re-
view of the decision, including judicial 
review, a petition for Secretary’s re-
view thereof shall be filed as provided 
in § 655.655 of this subpart. If a petition 

for review is filed, the decision of the 
administrative law judge shall be inop-
erative unless and until the Secretary 
issues an order affirming the decision, 
or, unless and until 30 calendar days 
have passed after the Secretary’s re-
ceipt of the petition for review and the 
Secretary has not issued notice to the 
parties that the Secretary will review 
the administrative law judge’s deci-
sion. 

(b) The decision of the administra-
tive law judge shall include a state-
ment of findings and conclusions, with 
reasons and basis therefor, upon each 
material issue presented on the record. 
The decision shall also include an ap-
propriate order which may affirm, 
deny, reverse, or modify, in whole or in 
part, the determination of the Admin-
istrator; the reason or reasons for such 
order shall be stated in the decision. 
The administrative law judge shall not 
render determinations as to the legal-
ity of a regulatory provision or the 
constitutionality of a statutory provi-
sion. 

(c) The decision shall be served on all 
parties in person or by certified or reg-
ular mail. 

§ 655.655 Secretary’s review of admin-
istrative law judge’s decision. 

(a) The Administrator or any inter-
ested party desiring review of the deci-
sion and order of an administrative law 
judge shall petition the Secretary to 
review the decision and order. To be ef-
fective, such petition shall be received 
by the Secretary within 30 calendar 
days of the date of the decision and 
order. Copies of the petition shall be 
served on all parties and on the admin-
istrative law judge. 

(b) No particular form is prescribed 
for any petition for Secretary’s review 
permitted by this subpart. However, 
any such petition shall: 

(1) Be dated; 
(2) Be typewritten or legibly written; 
(3) Specify the issue or issues stated 

in the administrative law judge deci-
sion and order giving rise to such peti-
tion; 

(4) State the specific reason or rea-
sons why the party petitioning for re-
view believes such decision and order 
are in error; 
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