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20 CFR Ch. VI (4–1–14 Edition) § 725.207 

§ 725.207 Determination of depend-
ency; divorced spouse. 

For the purpose of augmenting bene-
fits, an individual who is the miner’s 
divorced spouse (§ 725.206) will be deter-
mined to be dependent upon the miner 
if: 

(a) The individual is receiving at 
least one-half of his or her support 
from the miner (see § 725.233(g)); or 

(b) The individual is receiving sub-
stantial contributions from the miner 
pursuant to a written agreement (see 
§ 725.233(c) and (f)); or 

(c) A court order requires the miner 
to furnish substantial contributions to 
the individual’s support (see § 725.233(c) 
and (e)). 

§ 725.208 Determination of relation-
ship; child. 

As used in this section, the term 
‘‘beneficiary’’ means only a surviving 
spouse entitled to benefits at the time 
of death (see § 725.212), or a miner. An 
individual will be considered to be the 
child of a beneficiary if: 

(a) The courts of the State in which 
the beneficiary is domiciled (see 
§ 725.231) would find, under the law they 
would apply, that the individual is the 
beneficiary’s child; or 

(b) The individual is the legally 
adopted child of such beneficiary; or 

(c) The individual is the stepchild of 
such beneficiary by reason of a valid 
marriage of the individual’s parent or 
adopting parent to such beneficiary; or 

(d) The individual does not bear the 
relationship of child to such bene-
ficiary under paragraph (a), (b), or (c) 
of this section, but would, under State 
law, have the same right as a child to 
share in the beneficiary’s intestate per-
sonal property; or 

(e) The individual is the natural son 
or daughter of a beneficiary but is not 
a child under paragraph (a), (b), or (c) 
of this section, and is not considered to 
be the child of the beneficiary under 
paragraph (d) of this section if the ben-
eficiary and the mother or the father, 
as the case may be, of the individual 
went through a marriage ceremony re-
sulting in a purported marriage be-
tween them which but for a legal im-
pediment (see § 725.230) would have been 
a valid marriage; or 

(f) The individual is the natural son 
or daughter of a beneficiary but is not 
a child under paragraph (a), (b), or (c) 
of this section, and is not considered to 
be the child of the beneficiary under 
paragraph (d) or (e) of this section, 
such individual shall nevertheless be 
considered to be the child of the bene-
ficiary if: 

(1) The beneficiary, prior to his or 
her entitlement to benefits, has ac-
knowledged in writing that the indi-
vidual is his or her son or daughter, or 
has been decreed by a court to be the 
parent of the individual, or has been 
ordered by a court to contribute to the 
support of the individual (see 
§ 725.233(e)) because the individual is his 
or her son or daughter; or 

(2) Such beneficiary is shown by sat-
isfactory evidence to be the father or 
mother of the individual and was living 
with or contributing to the support of 
the individual at the time the bene-
ficiary became entitled to benefits. 

§ 725.209 Determination of depend-
ency; child. 

(a) For purposes of augmenting the 
benefits of a miner or surviving spouse, 
the term ‘‘beneficiary’’ as used in this 
section means only a miner or sur-
viving spouse entitled to benefits (see 
§ 725.202 and § 725.212). An individual 
who is the beneficiary’s child (§ 725.208) 
will be determined to be, or to have 
been, dependent on the beneficiary, if 
the child: 

(1) Is unmarried; and 
(2)(i) Is under 18 years of age; or 
(ii) Is under a disability as defined in 

section 223(d) of the Social Security 
Act, 42 U.S.C. 423(d); or 

(iii) Is 18 years of age or older and is 
a student. 

(b)(1) The term ‘‘student’’ means a 
‘‘full-time student’’ as defined in sec-
tion 202(d)(7) of the Social Security 
Act, 42 U.S.C. 402(d)(7) (see §§ 404.367– 
404.369 of this title), or an individual 
under 23 years of age who has not com-
pleted 4 years of education beyond the 
high school level and who is regularly 
pursuing a full-time course of study or 
training at an institution which is: 

(i) A school, college, or university op-
erated or directly supported by the 
United States, or by a State or local 
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government or political subdivision 
thereof; or 

(ii) A school, college, or university 
which has been accredited by a State 
or by a State-recognized or nationally- 
recognized accrediting agency or body; 
or 

(iii) A school, college, or university 
not so accredited but whose credits are 
accepted, on transfer, by at least three 
institutions which are so accredited; or 

(iv) A technical, trade, vocational, 
business, or professional school accred-
ited or licensed by the Federal or a 
State government or any political sub-
division thereof, providing courses of 
not less than 3 months’ duration that 
prepare the student for a livelihood in 
a trade, industry, vocation, or profes-
sion. 

(2) A student will be considered to be 
‘‘pursuing a full-time course of study 
or training at an institution’’ if the 
student is enrolled in a noncorrespond-
ence course of at least 13 weeks dura-
tion and is carrying a subject load 
which is considered full-time for day 
students under the institution’s stand-
ards and practices. A student beginning 
or ending a full-time course of study or 
training in part of any month will be 
considered to be pursuing such course 
for the entire month. 

(3) A child is considered not to have 
ceased to be a student: 

(i) During any interim between 
school years, if the interim does not 
exceed 4 months and the child shows to 
the satisfaction of the Office that he or 
she has a bona fide intention of con-
tinuing to pursue a full-time course of 
study or training; or 

(ii) During periods of reasonable du-
ration in which, in the judgment of the 
Office, the child is prevented by factors 
beyond the child’s control from pur-
suing his or her education. 

(4) A student whose 23rd birthday oc-
curs during a semester or the enroll-
ment period in which such student is 
pursuing a full-time course of study or 
training shall continue to be consid-
ered a student until the end of such pe-
riod, unless eligibility is otherwise ter-
minated. 

§ 725.210 Duration of augmented bene-
fits. 

Augmented benefits payable on be-
half of a spouse or divorced spouse, or 
a child, shall begin with the first 
month in which the dependent satisfies 
the conditions of relationship and de-
pendency set forth in this subpart. 
Augmentation of benefits on account of 
a dependent continues through the 
month before the month in which the 
dependent ceases to satisfy these con-
ditions, except in the case of a child 
who qualifies as a dependent because 
such child is a student. In the latter 
case, benefits continue to be aug-
mented through the month before the 
first month during no part of which 
such child qualifies as a student. 

§ 725.211 Time of determination of re-
lationship and dependency of 
spouse or child for purposes of aug-
mentation of benefits. 

With respect to the spouse or child of 
a miner entitled to benefits, and with 
respect to the child of a surviving 
spouse entitled to benefits, the deter-
mination as to whether an individual 
purporting to be a spouse or child is re-
lated to or dependent upon such miner 
or surviving spouse shall be based on 
the facts and circumstances present in 
each case, at the appropriate time. 

CONDITIONS AND DURATION OF 
ENTITLEMENT: MINER’S SURVIVORS 

§ 725.212 Conditions of entitlement; 
surviving spouse or surviving di-
vorced spouse. 

(a) An individual who is the surviving 
spouse or surviving divorced spouse of 
a miner is eligible for benefits if such 
individual: 

(1) Is not married; 
(2) Was dependent on the miner at 

the pertinent time; and 
(3) The deceased miner either: 
(i) Is determined to have died due to 

pneumoconiosis; or 
(ii) Filed a claim for benefits on or 

after January 1, 1982, which results or 
resulted in a final award of benefits, 
and the surviving spouse or surviving 
divorced spouse filed a claim for bene-
fits after January 1, 2005 which was 
pending on or after March 23, 2010. 
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