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subpart means any court order, judg-
ment, or decree of a court of competent 
jurisdiction which requires regular 
contributions that are a material fac-
tor in the cost of the individual’s sup-
port and which is in effect at the appli-
cable time. If such contributions are 
required by a court order, this condi-
tion is met whether or not the con-
tributions were actually made. 

(f) Written agreement defined. The 
term ‘‘written agreement’’ in the 
phrase ‘‘substantial contributions pur-
suant to a written agreement’’, as used 
in this subpart means an agreement 
signed by the miner providing for sub-
stantial contributions by the miner for 
the individual’s support. It must be in 
effect at the applicable time but it 
need not be legally enforceable. 

(g) One-half support defined. The term 
‘‘one-half support’’ means that the 
miner made regular contributions, in 
cash or in kind, to the support of a di-
vorced spouse at the specified time or 
for the specified period, and that the 
amount of such contributions equalled 
or exceeded one-half the total cost of 
such individual’s support at such time 
or during such period. 

(h) Totally dependent for support de-
fined. The term ‘‘totally dependent for 
support’’ as used in § 725.225(b) means 
that the miner made regular contribu-
tions to the support of the miner’s par-
ents, brother, or sister, as the case may 
be, and that the amount of such con-
tributions at least equalled the total 
cost of such individual’s support. 

Subpart C—Filing of Claims 
§ 725.301 Who may file a claim. 

(a) Any person who believes he or she 
may be entitled to benefits under the 
Act may file a claim in accordance 
with this subpart. 

(b) A claimant who has attained the 
age of 18, is mentally competent and 
physically able, may file a claim on his 
or her own behalf. 

(c) If a claimant is unable to file a 
claim on his or her behalf because of a 
legal or physical impairment, the fol-
lowing rules shall apply: 

(1) A claimant between the ages of 16 
and 18 years who is mentally com-
petent and not under the legal custody 
or care of another person, or a com-

mittee or institution, may upon filing 
a statement to the effect, file a claim 
on his or her own behalf. In any other 
case where the claimant is under 18 
years of age, only a person, or the man-
ager or principal officer of an institu-
tion having legal custody or care of the 
claimant may file a claim on his or her 
behalf. 

(2) If a claimant over 18 years of age 
has a legally appointed guardian or 
committee, only the guardian or com-
mittee may file a claim on his or her 
behalf. 

(3) If a claimant over 18 years of age 
is mentally incompetent or physically 
unable to file a claim and is under the 
care of another person, or an institu-
tion, only the person, or the manager 
or principal officer of the institution 
responsible for the care of the claim-
ant, may file a claim on his or her be-
half. 

(4) For good cause shown, the Office 
may accept a claim executed by a per-
son other than one described in para-
graphs (c)(2) or (3) of this section. 

(d) Except as provided in § 725.305, in 
order for a claim to be considered, the 
claimant must be alive at the time the 
claim is filed. 

§ 725.302 Evidence of authority to file 
a claim on behalf of another. 

A person filing a claim on behalf of a 
claimant shall submit evidence of his 
or her authority to so act at the time 
of filing or at a reasonable time there-
after in accordance with the following: 

(a) A legally appointed guardian or 
committee shall provide the Office 
with certification of appointment by a 
proper official of the court. 

(b) Any other person shall provide a 
statement describing his or her rela-
tionship to the claimant, the extent to 
which he or she has care of the claim-
ant, or his or her position as an officer 
of the institution of which the claim-
ant is an inmate. The Office may, at 
any time, require additional evidence 
to establish the authority of any such 
person. 

§ 725.303 Date and place of filing of 
claims. 

(a)(1) Claims for benefits shall be de-
livered, mailed to, or presented at, any 
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